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PREFACE. 
» 


| (Extrafted from Dr. Newton's Ottavo Edition of 1773] 
r hath been recommended to me by ſome great perſons, as 


well as by ſeveral friends, to complete the edition of © 


Milton's Poetical Works : for though the Paradiſe Laſt 
be the flower of epic poeſy, and the nobleſt effort of genius, 
yet here are other poems which are no leſs excellent in 
their kind, and if they have not that ſublimity and ma- 
Jeſty, are at leaſt equally beautiful and pleaſing to the 
imagination, And the ſame method that was taken in the 
publication of the Paradiſe Loft, is purſued in this edition 
of the Paradiſe Regain'd and other Poems, to exhibit the 
true and genuine text according to Milton's own editions. 
of the Paradiſe Regain'd and Samſon Agoniſtes there 
was only one edition in Mitton's iife-time, in the year 
1671,; and this we have made our ſtandard; correcting 
only what the Author himſelf would have correfed. Dr. 
Bentley pronounces it to be without faults, but there is a 
large table of errata at the end, which inſtead of being 
emended, have rather been augmented in the following 
editions, and were never corretted in any edition that T 
have ſeen before the preſent. Of the other Poems there 
were two editions in Milton's life-time, the firſtin 1645, 
before he was blind, and the other with ſome additions 
n 1673. Of the Maſk there was likewiſe an edition 
publiſhed by Mr Henry Lawes in 1637: and of the Moſk 
A ty 


22 PREFACE. 


and ſeveral other poems there are extant copies in Mil» 
ton's own hand writing, preſerved in the library of Tri- 
ny College in Cambridge: and all theſe copies and editions 
have been carefully collated and compared together. The 
Mamfeript, indeed, hath been of ſingulur ſervice in rece 
tifying ſeveral paſſages, and eſptcially in the Sonnets, © 
ſome of which were not printed.till many years after © 
Milton's death, and wert then printed imperfet and 
deficient both in fenſe and metre, but are now, by the help 
of the Manufcript, reſtored to their jaſt barmony and 


original perfection. 


The Lavin pres. ene e ee 16. et of li 
Eng liſi compoſitions : but yet they are not without their 
merit, they are nut a cento, like-moſt of the modern Latin 


ag 
I 
a 


poetry; there is ſpirit, ixvention, and other marks and 
tokens of a riſing genins ; u it fſpon!l be conſidered, that 


| the greater part of them were writtn-while the Author: 
was ander twenty. They are printed ourrettiy, according 


to his own editions in 1645 and 1673. 
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1 
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PARADISE REGAIN'D. 
BOOK I. 


] wno en while the happy Garden ſung, 
By one man's diſobedience loſt, now ſing 
Recover'd Paradiſe to all mankind, 
By one Man's firm obedience fully try d 
Through all temptation, and the Tempter foil'd 3 
In all his wiles, defeated and repuls d, 
And Eden rais'd in the waſte wilderneſs. 

Thou Spi'rit who ledſt this glorious eremite 
Into the deſert, his victorious field, 
Againſt the ſpiritual foe, and brought'ſt him thence 
By proof th* undoubted Son of God, inſpire, 11 
As thou art wont, my prompted ſong elſe mute, 
And bear through highth or depth of Nature's bounds 
With proſp'rons wing full ſumm d, to tell of deeds 
Above heroic, though in ſeeret done, 15 
And unrecorded leſt through many an age, 
Worthy to' have not remain'd ſo long unſung. 

Now had the great Proclamer, with a voice 
More aweful than the found of trumpet, cry d 
Repentance, and Heav'n's kingdom nigh at hand 20 
To all baptis'd:; to his great baptiſm fliock'd 


With awe the regions round, and with them came 


From Nazareth the fon of Joſeph deem'd 
To the flood Jordan, came as then obſcure, 


Bock I. 
Unmark'd, unknown; but him the Baptiſt ſoon 25 
Deſcry'd, divinely warn'd, and witneſs bore 

As to his worthier, and would have reſign'd 

To him his heav'nly office, nor was long 

His witneſs unconfirm'd : on him baptis'd 

Heav'n open'd, and in likeneſs of a dove 30 
The Spi'rit deſcended, while the Father's voice 
From Heav'n pronounc'd him his beloved Son. 

That heard the Adverſary, who roving ſtill 

About the world, at that afſembly fam'd 

Would not be laſt, and with the voice divine 35 
Nigh thunder-ſtruck, th* exalted Man, to whom 
Such high atteſt was giv'n, a while ſurvey'd 

With wonder, then with envy fraught and rage 
Flies to his place, nor reſts, but in mid air 

To council ſummons all his mighty peers, - 40 
Within thick clouds and dark ten-fold involy'd, 

A gloomy conſiſtory; and them amidſt 

With looks aghaſt and fad he thus beſpake. 

O ancient Pow'rs of Air and this wide world, 
For much more willingly I mention Air, 45 
This our old conqueſt, than remember Hell, 
Our hated habitation; well ye know 
How many ages, as the years of men, - 

This univerſe we have poſſeſs d, and rul'd 

In manner at our will th' affairs of Earth, £9 
Since Adam and his facil conſort Eve 

Loft Paradiſe deceiv'd by me, though ſince 
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wien dread attending when that fatal wound 
Shall be inflited'by the feed of Exe | 
Ppon my bead: long the decrees of Heav'd 5g 
DÞ clay, for longeſt time to him is ſhort; | 
XK nd now too ſoon for us the circling hours 
Frnis dreaded time have compaſs d, wherein we 
aſt bide the ſtroke of that long threaten'd wound, 
At leaſt if fo we can, and by the head 60 
Broken be not intended all our power 
To be infring'd, our freedom and our being, 
In this fair empire won of Earth and Air; 
For this ill news I bring, the woman's feed 
Peſtin'd to this, is late of woman born: 83 
Mis birth to our juſt fear gave no ſmall cauſe, 5 
But his growth now to youth's full flower, diſplaying 
All virtue, grace, and wiſdom to achieve 
rhings higheſt, greateſt, multiplies my fear. 
Before him a great prophet, td proclame 70 
lis coming, is feat harbinger, who all 
Invites, and in the conſecrated ſtream 
Pretends to waſh off ſin, and fit them fo 
Purified to receive him pure, or rather | 
o do him honor as their king; all come, 75 
And he himſelf among them was baptiz d, 
Not thence to be more pure, but to receive 
he teſtimony of Heav'n, that who he is 
henceforth the nations may not doubt; I faw 
e prophet do him reverence, on him ring 80 


10 PARADISE RECAIN'D.” 


Out of the water, Heav'n above the clouds 

Unfold her cryſtal doors, thence on his head 

A perfect dove deſeend, whate'cr it meant, 

And out of Heav'n the Sov'ran voice I heard, 

This is my Son belov'd, in him am'pleas'd. 

His mother then is mortal, but his Sire 

He who obtains the monarchy of Heav'n, 

And what will he not do to' advance his Son ? 

Vis firſt-begot we know, and ſore have felt, 4 

When his fierce thunder drove us to the Deep; 90 

Who this is we muſt learn, for man he ſeems 

In all his lineaments, though in his face 

The glimpſes of his Father's glory ſhine. 

Ye ſee our danger on the utmoſt edge N 

Of hazard, which admits no long debate, 95 

But muſt with ſomething ſudden be oppos d, 

Not force, but well - couch d fraud, well woven ſnares, 

Ete in the head of nations he appear 

Their king, their leader, and ſupreme on Earth. 

I, when no other durſt, ſole undertook 100 

The diſmal expedition to ſind out 

And ruin Adam, and th' exploit perform'd 

Succeſsfully; a calmer voyage now | 

Will waft me; and the way found proſp'rous once 

Induces beſt to hope of like ſucceſs. 105 
He ended, and his words impreſſion left 

Of much amazement to th' infernal crew, 


Diſtracted and ſurpris'd with deep diſmay 


9 J 
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at theſe ſad tidings; but no time was then 

J For long indulgence to their fears or grief: 110 
nanimous they all commit the care | 
And management of this main enterprize 

o him their great dictator, whoſe attempt 

At firſt againſt mankind fo well had thriv d ä 
n Adam's oyerthrow, and led their march 115 
From Hell's deep-vaulted den to dwell in light, 

Regents and potentates, and kings, yea gods 

90 1 Of many a pleaſant realm and province wide. 

So to the coaſt of Jordan he direQs - 

IIis eaſy ſteps, girded with ſnaky wiles, 129 
| here he might likelicſt find this new-declar d., 
his Man of men, atteſted Son of God, 

Temptation and all guile on him to try; 

so to ſubvert whom he ſuſpeRted rais'd © A 
o end his reign on Earth ſo long enjoy d: 125 
But contrary unweeting he fulfill'd | ; 
he purpos'd counſel pre-ordain'd and fix d 
mn 

Of angels, thus to Gabriel ſmiling ſpaxe. 

Gabriel, this day by proof thou ſhalt behold, 130 
hou and all angels converſant;on Barth . 

With man or men's affairs, how I begin 

o verify that ſolemn meſſage late, 

EO RY Gao | 
In Galilee, that ſhe ſhould bear a ſon -- - | 135 
Great in genown, and call'd the hon of God; 


5 | 


100 


105 
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Then toldſt her doubting how theſe things could bo 

To her a virgin, that on her ſhould come 4 
The Holy Ghoſt, and the power of the Higheſt 
O'er-ſhadow'-hep: this Man born and now up-grown, 7 
To ſhow him worthy of his birth dieinue 144 
And high prediction, henceforth 1 expoſe - I 
To Satan; let him tempt and now affay 
His utmoſt ſubtlety, becauſe he boaſts | 
And vaunts of his great cunning to the throng 144 i 
Of his apoſtaſy; he might have learnt 2 
Leſs overweening ſince he fail'd in Job," 
Whoſe conſtant perſeverance overcame - 
Whate'er his eruel malice could invent, 3 
He now ſhall knew I can produce a Man 150 * 
Of female ſeed, far abler to reſiſtt | 
All his ſolicitations, and at length 

All his vaſt force, and drive him back to Hell, 
Winning by conqueſt what the firſt man Joſt 

By fallacy furpris'd, But firſt 1 mean 155 
To exerciſe him in the wilderneſs, 4 0 
There he ſhall firſt lay down the rudiments 

Of his great warfare, ere 1 ſend him forth 

To conquer Sin and Death, the two grand foes, 


By humiliation and ſtrong ſufferance : 160 Publiſſ 
His weakneſs ſhall o'ere@me Satanic ſtrength, One d: 
And all the world, and maſs of ſinful fleſh ; And h 
That all the angels and ethereal powers, With £ 
They now, and men hereaſter may diſcery, ' Thoug 


r | J. ala; 
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5. From what conſummate virtue I have choſe 165 
Erhis perſect Man, by merit call'd my Son, | 
ro earn ſalvation for the ſons of men. | 

So ſpake th' eternal Father, and all Heav'n 
FAdmiring ſtood a ſpace, then into hymns. f 
Burſt forth, and in celeſtial meaſures mov'd, 170 
Circling the throne and ſinging, while the hand 
4 Sung with the voice, and this the argument. 
144 Victory and triumph to the Son of God 
Now entring his great duel, not of arms, 
But to vanquiſh by wiſdom helliſh wiles. 175 
he Father knows the Son; therefore ſecure 
ventures his filial virtue, though untry'd, 
130 Againſt whate'er may tempt, whate n, 
Allure, or terrify, or undermine. | 
Be fruſtrate all ye ſtratagems of Hell, 180 
And deviliſh machinations come to nought.. - 

So they in Heav'n their odes and vigils tun d: 
Mean while the Son' of God, who yet ſome days 
Lodg'd in Bethabara where John baptiz'd, _ * 
Muſing and much revolving in his breaſt, 185 
How beſt the mighty work he might begin 
Of Saviour to mankind, and which way firſt 
Publiſh his God- like office now mature, 

One day forth walk' d alone, the Spirit leading, 

And his deep thoughts, the better to converſe 190 
With Solitude, till far from track of men, 

Thought following thought, and ſtep by ſtep led on, 

Volume III. B 
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He enter'd now the bord'ring deſert wild, 
And with dark ſhades and rocks environ'd round, 
His holy meditations thus purſu'd. 195 
O what a multitude of thoughts at once 
Awaken'd in me ſwarm, while I conſider 
What from within I feel myſelf, and hear 
What from without comes often to my ears, 
Ill ſorting with my preſent ſtate compar' d! 200 = 
When I was yet a child, no childiſh play g 2 
To me was pleaſing; all my mind was ſet 
Serious to learn and know, and thence to do 


What might be public good; myſelf I thought 
Born to that end, born to promote all truth, 203 
All righteous things: therefore above my years, 
The law of God I read, and found it ſweet, 
Made it my whole delight, and in it grew 
To ſuch perfection, that ere yet my age ? 
Had meafur'd twice fix years, at our great feaſt 210 
I went into the temple, there to hear | F 
The teachers of our law, and to propoſe 
What might improve my knowledge or their own; 
And was admir'd by all; yet this not all | 
To which my ſpi'rit aſpir'd; victorious deeds 215 
Flam'd in my heart, heroic acts, one while | 
To reſcne Iſrael from the Roman yoke, 
Then to ſubdue and quell o'er all the Earth 
Brute violence and proud tyrannic power, 
Till truth were freed, and equity reſtor d: 
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0 et held it more humane, more heav'nly firſt 
By winning words to conquer willing hearts, 


nd make Perſuaſion do the work of Fear; 
\t leaſt to try, and teach the erring ſoul 


Not wilfully miſ- doing, but unware 423 
niſſed; the ſtubborn only to ſubdue. 

FX Theſe growing thoughts my mother foon perceiving 
hy words at times caſt forth inly rejoic'd, 

And ſaid to me apart, High are thy thoughts 

0 Son, but nouriſh them and let them ſoar 230 
To what highth ſacred virtue and true worth 
can raiſe them, though above example high; 


By matchleſs deeds expreſs thy matchleſs Sire. 


For know, thou art no fon of mortal man; ä 
4 Though men eſteem thee low of parentage, 235 


Thy Father is th* eternal King who rules 


All Heav'n and Earth, angels and ſons of men; 


A meſſenger from God foretold thy birth 

Conceiv'd in mea virgin, he foretold 

Thou ſhould'ſt be great, and fit on David's throne, * 
And of thy kingdom there ſhould be no end. r 
At thy nativity a glorious quire to) 1 

Of angels in the ficlds of Bethlehem fang 

To ſhepherds watching at their folds by night, 


4 And told them the Meſſiah now was born, 245 
Where they might ſee him, and to thee they came, 

| Directed to the manger where thou lay'ſt, 
20 


For in the inn was left no better room: 
B ij 
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A ſtar, not ſeen before, in Heav'n appearing © 
Guided the Wiſe Men thither from the Eaſt, 250 
To honor thee with incenſe, myrrh, and gold, = 
By whoſe bright courſe led on they found the place, ut a 
Affirming it thy ſtar new grav'n in Heaven, 
By which they knew the King of Iſrael born. 4 
Juſt Simeon and prophetic Anna, warn d 255 
By viſion, found thee in the temple', and fpake 
Before the altar and the veſted prieſt, 

Like things of thee to all that preſent ſtood. 
This having heard, ſtrait I again revolv'd ; 
The Law and Prophets, ſearching what was writ 260 


Concerning the Meſſiah, to our ſcribes  — ov 
Known partly, and ſoon found of whom they ſpake and 
I am; this chiefly, that my way muſt lie 1 Into 1 
Through many a hard aſſay ev'n to the death, II lear 
Ere I the promis'd kingdom can attain, - 265 Wor u 
Or work redemption for mankind, whoſe ſins' : So 
Full weight muſt be transferr'd upon my head. And | 
Yet neither thus diſhcarten'd or diſmay'd, A pat 
The time prefix d I waited, when behold 'The v 


The Baptiſt (of whoſe birth I oft had heard, 270 
Not knew by ſight) now come, who was to come  } 
Before Meſſiah and his way prepare. 

as all others to his baptiſm came, 

Which I believ'd was from above; but he 

Strait knew me, and with loudeſt voice proclam'd ©! 
Me him (for it was ſhown him ſo from Heaven) 276 
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Ne him whoſe barbinger he was; and firſt 
N Y Refus'd on me his baptiſm to confer, 

As much his greater, and was hardly won: 
©, Put as I roſe out of the laving ſtream, 230 

leav'n open'd her eternal doors, from whence 
he Spi'rit deſcended on me like a dove, 
And laſt the ſum of all, my Father's voice, 
1 NAudibly heard from Heav'n, pronounc'd me his, 
Me his beloved Son, in whom alone 285 
He was well pleas'd; by which I knew the time 
No full, that I no more ſhould live obſcure, 
hut openly begin, as beſt becomes 
authority which I deriv'd from Heav'n. 
And now by ſome ſtrong motion 1 am led 290 
7 Into this wilderneſs, to what intent | 
I learn not yet, perhaps I need not know; 
For what concerns my knowledge God reveals. 

So ſpake our Morning Star then in his riſe, 

And looking round on every ſide beheld 295 
A pathleſs deſert, duſk with horrid ſhades ; 
The way he came not having mark'd, return 
Was difficult, by human ſteps untrod ; 
\nd he ſtill on was led, but with ſuch thoughts 
Accompanied of things paſt and to come co 
Lodge d in his breaſt, as well might recommend 
uch ſolitude before choiceſt focicty. 
Full forty days he paſs'd, whether on hill 
Sometimes, anon in ſhady vale, cach night 
Biij 
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Under the covert of fome ancient oak, 

Or cedar, to defend him from the dew, 

Or harbour d in one cave, is not reveal'g ; 
Nor taſted human food, nor hunger felt 
Till thoſe days ended, hunger'd then at laſt 
Among wild beaſts: they at his ſight grew mild, 310 
Nor ſleeping him nor waking harm'd, his walk 

The fiery ſerpent fled, and noxious worm, 

The lion and fierce tiger glar'd aloof. 

But now an aged man in rural weeds, 

Following, as ſcem'd, the queſt of ſome ſtray ewe, 315 
Or wither'd ſticks to gather, which might ſerve 
Againſt a.winter's day when winds blow keen, 

To warm him wet return'd from field at eve, 

He ſaw approach, who firſt with curious eye 


Perus'd him, then with words thus utter d ſpake. 320 | 


Sir, what ill chance hath brought thee to this place 
So far from path or road of men, who paſs - 

In troop or caravan ? for ſingle none 

Durſt ever, who return'd, and dropt not here 

His carcaſs, pin'd with hunger and with drouth. 3% 
I aſk the rather, and the more admire, 

For that to mie thou ſeem'ſt the Man whom late 
Qur new baptizing Prophet at the ford 

Of Jordan honor'd ſo, and call'd thee Son 

Of God; I ſaw and heard, for we ſometimes 330 
Who dwell this wild, conſtrain'd by want, come forth 
To town or village nigh (nigheſt is far) 
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ere ought we hear, and curious are to hear, 

What happens new; Fame alſo finds us out. ; 

To whom the Son of God. Who brought me hither, 

Vill bring me hence; no other guide I ſeek, 336 
By miracle he may, reply'd the ſwain, 

What other way I ſee not, for we here 

ive on tough roots and ſtubs, to thirſt inur'd 

ore than the camel, and to drink go far, 340 

1 to much miſery and hardſhip born 8 

But if thou be the Son of God, command 

That out of theſe hard ſtones be made thee bread, 

do ſhalt thou fave thyſelf and us relieve 

Vith food, whereof we'wretched ſeldom taſte. 345 

He ended, and the Son of God reply'd. | 

FT hink'ſt thou ſach force in bread ? Is it not written 

For I diſcern thee other than thou ſeem'ſt) 

an lives not by bread only, but each word 

Proceeding from the mouth of God, who fed 350 

Dur fathers here with manna ? in the mount 

oſes was forty days, nor ate nor dran; 

nd forty days Elijah without food 

ander'd this barren waſte; the ſame I now: - 

'hy doſt thou then ſuggeſt to me diſtruſt, 355 

Lnowing who I am, as I know who thou art? 

Whom thus anſwer'd th Arch-fiend now undiſguis'd. 

Tis true, I am that ſpirit unfortunate, 

ho leagu'd with millions more in raſh revolt 

Lept not my happy ſtation, but was driven 360 

ith them from bliſs to the bottomleſs deep, 
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Yet to that hideous place not ſo confin'd | air 


By rigor unconniving, but that oft 1 opa. 


Leaving my dolorous priſon I enjoy 4 
Large liberty to round this globe of Earth 365 4 
Or range in th* air, nor from the Heaven of Heav'ns Fund! 


Hath he excluded my reſort ſometimes. 4 
I came among the ſons of God, when he 8. 1 
Gave up into my hands Uzzean Job | * omp 
To prove him, and illuſtrate his high worth; 370 A t fir 


And when to all his angels he propos'd Nearc 
To draw the proud king Ahab into fraud 

That he might fall in Ramoth, they demurring, 
I undertook that office, and the tongues 1 
Of all his flattering prophets glibb'd with lies 375 This v 


To his deſtruction, as I had in charge, 4 an f 
For what he bids I do: though I have loſt | To 
Much luſtre of my native brightneſs, loſt | 

To be belov'd of God, I have not loſt = Lk 
To love, at leaſt contemplate and admire 380 Who b 
What I ſee excellent in good, or fair, Into th 
Or virtuous, I ſhould ſo have loft all ſenſe. —_ a7: 


What can be then leſs in me than deſire. 

To ſee the and approach thee, whom I know x 
Declar'd the Son of God, to hear attent 335 eee 
Thy wiſdom, and behold thy Godlike deeds ? ſpec 
Men generally think me much a foe | | 
To all mankind: why ſhould I? they to me 
Never did wrong or violence; by them 

I loſt not what I loft, rather by them | 4 Loſt bl 
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Nasain'd what I have gain'd, and with them dwell 
opartner ia theſe regions of the world. 

not diſpoſer; lend them oft my aid, 

ft my advice by preſages and ſigns, 0 2 704 
nd anſwers, oracles, portents and dreams, 395 
by they may direct their future life. 
Envy they ſay excites me, thus to gain 
Fompanions of my miſery and woe. - 

At firſt it may be; but long ſince with woe | 
Nearer acquainted, now I feel by proof, 400 
Fhat fellowſhip in pain divides not ſmart, 

For lightens ought each man's peculiar load. 

mall conſolation then, were man adjoin'd : | 
his wounds me moſt (what can it leſs?) that man, 
Aan fall'n ſhall be reſtor d, I never more. 40 
Jo whom our Saviour ſternly thus reply d. 
Peſervedly thou griev'ſt, compos d of lies 

rom the beginning, and in lies wilt end; 

ho boaſt'ſt releaſe from Hell, and leave to come 

nto the Heav'n of Heav'ns : thou com'ſt indeed, 410 
Is a poor miſerable captive thrall 

omes to the plans where he before had fat 

\ mong the prime in ſplendor, now depos'd, 

jetted, emptied, gaz d, unpitied, ſhunn' G 

\ ſpeCtacle of ruin or of ſcorn | 415 
o all the hoſt of Heav 'n: the happy 8 

aparts to thee no happineſs, no joy, 

Rather inflames thy torment, repreſenting . 

Lolt blifs, to thee no more communicable, 
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So never more in Hell than when in Hearn. 420 
But thou art ſerviceable to Heav'n's King. 

Wilt thou impute-to' obedience what thy fear 
Extorts, or pleaſure to do ill excites? 

What but thy malice mov'd thee to miſdeem 

Of righteous Job, then cruelly to' aſflict him 425 
With all inflictions? but his patience won. 

The other ſervice was thy choſen taſk, 

To be a liar in four hundred mouths; 

For lying is thy ſuſtenance, thy food. | 
Yet thou pretend'ſt to truth; all oracles 430 
By thee are giv'n, and what confeſs'd more true 
Among the nations? that hath been thy craft, 

By mixing ſomewhat true to vent more lies. 

But what have been thy anſwers, what but dark, 
Ambiguous and with double fenfe deluding, 435 
Which they who aſl d have ſeldom underſtood, | 
And not well underſtood as good not known? 

Who ever by conſulting at thy ſhrine 

Return'd the wifer, or the more inſtruct 

To fly or follow what concern'd him moſt, 440 
And run not ſooner to his fatal ſnare? 

For God hath juſtly giv'n the nations up 


To thy deluſions; juſtly fince they fell 

Idolatrous: but when his purpoſe is ** 
Among them to declare his providence 445 
To thee not known, whence haſt thou then thy truth, 
But from him or his angels preſident 


In every province? who themſelves diſdaining 
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To' approach thy temples, give thee in command 
What to the ſmalleſt tittle thou ſhalt ay 450 
To thy adorers; thou with trembling fear, | 
Or like a fawning paraſite obey ſt; | 

Then to thyſelf aſerib' ſt the truth foretold. 

But this thy glory ſhall be ſoon retrench'd; 

No more ſhalt thou by oracling abuſe 455 
The Gentiles; henceforth oracles are ceas'd, 

And thou no more with pomp and facrifice 

Shalt be inquir'd at Delphos or elſewhere, 

At leaſt in vain, for they ſhall find thee mute. 

God hath now ſent his Living Oracle 4560 
Into the world to teach his final will, - (64 FI. 
And ſends his Spirit of Truth henceforth to GS 
In pious hearts, an inward oracle h 

To all truth requiſite for men to know.” 

So ſpake our Saviour; but the ſubtle Fiend; 465 
Though inly ſtung with anger and difdain 
Diſſembled, and this anfwer ſmooth return'd. 

Sharply thou baſt inſiſted on rebuke, - 

And urg'd me hard with doings, which not will 

But miſery hath wreſted from me: avg 470 
Falily canſt thou find one miſerable, | 
Arc not enfore's'oft-times ts part from trath; | 

If it may ſtand him more in ſtead to lie, ' 
Say and unſay, feign, flatter, or abjure? 

But thou art plac'd above me, thou art Lord; 475 
From thee I can and muſt ſubmiſs endure 

Check or reproof, and glad to ſcape fo quit. 


— —— 


34 PARADISE: REGAIN'D» 


Hard are the ways of Truth, and rongh to walk, 
Smooth on the tongue diſcours'd, pleaſing to th' ear, 
And tuneable as ſylvan pipe or ſong; 4380 
What wonder then if I delight to hear. | | 
Her dictates from thy mouth? moſt men admire 
Virtue, who follow not her lore: permit me 
To hear thee when I come (ſinee no man comes) 
And talk at leaſt, though I deſpair to' attain. 485 
Thy Father, who is holy, wiſe and pure, | 
Suffers the hypocrite or atheous prieſt. 
To tread his ſacred courts, and miniſter . 
About his altar, handling holy things, 
Praying or vowing, and vouchſaf d his voice 490 
To Balaam reprobate, a prophet yet 
Inſpir d; diſdain not ſuch acceſs to me. | 
To whom our Saviour with unalter d brow, 
Thy coming hither, though I know thy ſcope, 
I bid not or forbid; do as thou find'lt _ 495 
Permiſſion from above; thou canſt not more. 
He added not; and Satan bowing low 
His gray diſſimalation, diſappear d 
Into thin air diffus d: for now began | 
Night with her ſullen wings to double-ſhade oo 
The deſert ; fowls in their clay neſts were couch'sd ; 
And now wild beaſts came forth the woods to roam. 
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MEAN while the new- baptiz d, who yet remain d 
At Jordan with the Baptiſt, and had ſeen | 
Him whom they heard ſo late expreſly call'd 

Jeſus Meſſiah Son of God declar d, 
And on that high authority had beliey'd, s 
And with him talk'd, and with him lodg'd, I mean 
Andrew and Simon, famous after known, | 
With others though in holy Writ not nam'd, 

Now miſſing him their joy ſo lately found, 

So lately found, and ſo abruptly gone, 10 
Began to doubt, and doubted many days, 

And as the days increas'd, increas'd their doubt: 
Sometimes they thought he might be only ſhown, 
And for a time caught up to God, as once 

Moſes was in the mount, and miſſing long; 15 
And the great Thiſbite, who on fiery wheels 

Rode up to Heav'n, yet once again to come. 
Therefore as thoſe young prophets then with care 
Sought loſt Elijah, io in each place theſe 

Nigh to Bethabara; in Jericho © 20 
The city of Palms, Kuen, and Salem old, 
Machzrus, and each town or city wall'd 

On this ſide the broad lake Genezaret, 

| N in Perza; but return'd in vain, 
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Then on the bank of Jardan, by a creck/, 23 
Where winds with reeds and oſiers whiſp'ring play, 
Plain fiſhermen, no greater men them call, 


. Cloſe in a cottage low together got, 


Their unexpected loſs and plaints out breath d. 
Alas, from what high hope to what relapſe 30 

Unlook'd for are we fall*a! our eyes beheld 

Meſſiah certainly now come, ſo long 

Expected of our fathers; we have heard 

His words, his wiſdom full of grace and truth; 

Now, now, for ſure, deliverance is at hand, 35 

The kingdom ſhall to Irael be reſtor d; 

Thus we rejoic'd, hut ſoon our joy is turn'd 

Into perplexity and new amaze : | 

For whither is he gone, what accident 

Hath wrapt him from us? will he now retire 40 

After appearance, and again prolong - 

Our expeQtation ? God of Ifratt, 

Send thy Meſſiab forth, the time is come; 

Behold the kings of th* Earth how they oppreſs 

Thy choſen, to what bighth their power unjuſt 45 

"They have exalted, and behind them caft 

All fear of thee; ariſe and vindicate 

Thy glory, free thy people from their yoke. 

But let us wait; thus far he hath perform'd, 

Sent his Anointed, and to us reveal'd him, 50 

By his great Prophet, pointed at and ſhown 

in public, and with him we have convers' d; 
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Let us be glad of this, and all our fears 
Lay on his Providence; he will not fail, | 
Nor will withdraw him now, nor will recal, 55 
Mock us with his bleft ſight, then ſnatch him hence; 
Soon we ſhall ſee our Hope, our Joy return. 
Thus they out of their plaints new hope reſume 
To find whom at the firſt they found unſought : 
But to his mother Mary, when ſhe ſaw 60 
Others return'd from baptiſm, not her ſon, 
Nor left at Jordan, tidings of him none, 
Within her breaſt though calm,her breaſt though pure, 
Motherly cares and fears got head, and rais'd 
Some troubled thoughts, which the in ſighs thus clad. 
O what avails me now that hagor bigh 66 
To have conceiv'd. of God, or that ſalute 
- Hail highly favor'd, among women bleſt! 
While I to ſorrows am na leſs advanc'd, 
And fears as eminent, above the lot *d 
Of other M en, by the birth I bore, . - | 
In ſuch a ſeaſon born when ſcarce a ſhed 
Could be ohtain'd to ſhelter him or me 
From the bleak air; a ſtable was our warmth, 
A manger his yet ſoon cuſorc'd to fly FR / : 
Thenee into Egypt, till the murd'rous king 
Were dead, whe fought his life, and miſſing fill'd 
With infant blood the ſtreets of Bethlehem; 
From Egypt home return'd, in Nazareth 
Iath been our dwelling many years; his life 80 
Cij 
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Private, unactive, calm, contemplative, 

Little ſuſpicious to any king; but now 

Full grown to man, acknowledg'd, as I hear, 

By John the Baptiſt, and in public ſhown, 

Son own'd from Heaven by his Father's voice; 85 
I look'd for ſome great change; to honor? no, 

But trouble, as old Simeon plain foretold, 

'That to the fall and riſing he ſhould be 

Of many in Iſrael, and to a ſign 

Spoken againſt, that through my very ſoul 90 
A ſword ſhall pierce; this is my favor d lot, 

My exaltation to afflictions high; 

Afflicted 1 may be, it ſeems, and bleſt; 

Iwill not argue that, nor will repine. 

But where delays he now ? ſome yreat intent 95 
Conceals him : when twelve years he ſcarce had ſeen, 
I loſt him, but ſo found, as well I faw 

He could not loſe himſelf; but went about 

His Father's buſineſs; what he meant I mus'd, 
Since underſtand ; much more his abſence now 100 
'Thus long to ſome great purpoſe he obſcures. | 
But I to wait with patience am inur'd; 

My heart hath been a ſtore-houſe long of things 


And ſay'ings laid up, portending ſtrange events. 


Thus Mary pond'ring oft, and oft to mind 105 
Recalling what remarkably had paſs'd 
Since firſt her ſalutation heard, with thoughts 
Meckly compos'd awaited the fulfilling: - 


Bok IL PARADISE REGAIN'D, 29 


The while her Son tracing the deſert wild, 

Sole but with holieſt meditations fed 110 

Into himſelf deſcended, and at once 

All his great work to come before him ſet; 

How to begin, how to accompliſh beſt 

His end of being on Earth, and miſſion high: 

For Satan with fly preface to return 115 

Had left him vacant, and with ſpeed was gone 

Up to the middle region of thick air, 

Where all his potentates in council fat ; 

There without ſign of boa ſt, or ſigu of joy, 

Solicitous and blank he'thus began. 120 
Princes; Heav'n's ancient Sons, ethereal * 

Demonian Spirits now, from th' clement 

Each of his reign allotted, rightlier call'd 

Powers of Fire, Air, Water, and Earth beneatli, 

So may we hold our place and theſe mild feats 125 

Withovt new trouble; fuch an enemy 

Is rifen to invade us, who no leſs 

Threatens than our expulſion down to Hell 

I, as I undertcok, and with the vote 

Conſenting in full frequence was impower'd, 139 

Hare found him, 'view'd him, taſted him, but find 

Far other labor to be undergone 

Than when I dealt with Adam firſt of men, 

Though Adam by his wife's allurement fell, 

Ilowerer to this Man inferior far, 135 


If he be man by mother's fide at leaſt, 
C it 
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With more than human gifts from Heav'n adorn'd, 

Perfections abſolute, graces divine, 

And amplitude of mind to greateſt deeds. 

Therefore I am return'd, leſt confidence 140 

Of my ſucceſs with Eve in Paradiſe | 

Deceive ye to perſuaſion over-ſure 

Of like ſucceeding here; I ſummon all 

Rather ta be in readineſs, with hand 

Or counſel to aſſiſt; leſt I who erſt 145 

Thought none my equal, now be over- match d. 
So ſpake th' old Serpent doubting, and from all 

With clamor was aſſur d their utmoſt aid 

At his command; when from amidſt them roſe 

Belial, the diſſoluteſt ſpi'rit that fell, 150 

The ſenſualleſt, and after Aſmodai 


The fleſhlieſt incubus, and thus advis'd. 


Set women in his eye, and in his walk, 
Among daughters of men the faireſt found; ; 
Many are in each region paſſing fair 155 
As the noon ſky; more like to goddeſſes © 
Than mortal creatures, graceful and diſcreet, 
Expert in amorous arts, inchanting tongues 
Perſuaſive, virgin majeſty with mild & „ 
And ſweet allay'd, yet terrible to! approach, ' x66 
Skill'd to retire, and in retiring draw * 
Hearts after them tangled in amorous nets. 
Such object hath the power to ſoft'n and tame 
Serereſt temper, ſmooth the rugged ' ſt brow, 
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Enerve, and with voluptuous hope diſſolve, 165 
Draw out with credulous deſire, and lead | 
At will the manlieſt, reſoluteſt breaſt, 

As the magnetic hardeſt iron draws. => 
Women, when nothing elſe, beguil'd the heart 

Of wiſeſt Solomon, and made him build, 170 
And made him bow to the gods of his wives. 

- 'To whom quick anſwer Satan thus return'd. 
Belial, in much uneven ſcale thou weigh'ſt 

All others by thyſelf; becauſe of old - | 
Thou thyſelf dpat'dſt on womankind, admiring 175 
Their ſhape, their color, and attractive grace, 

None are, thou think'ſt, but taken with ſuch toys. 
Before the flood thou with thy laſty crew, 

| Falſe titled ſons of God, roaming the Earth 

Caſt wanton eyes on the daughters af men, 180 
And coupled with them, and begot a race, 

Hare we not ſeen, or by relation heard, 

In courts and regal chambers how thou lurk't, 


In wood or grove by moſſy fountain fide, 


In valley or green meadow, to way-lay 185 
Some beauty rare, Caliſto, Clymene, 

Daphne, or Semele, Antiopa, © 

Or Amymone, Syrinx, many more. 

Too long, then lay'ſt thy ſcapes on names ador'd, 
Apollo, Neptune, Jupiter, or Pan, | 190 


Satir, or Faun, or Sylvan ? But theſe haunts 
Yclight not all; among the ſons of men, 
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How many have with a ſmile made ſmall account 
Of Beauty and her lures, eaſily ſcorn'd 
All her aſſaults, on worthier things intent? 193 


Remember that Pellean conqueror, 


A youth, how all the beauties of the Eaſt 

He ſlightly view'd, and lightly overpaſs d; 

How he ſirnam'd of Africa diſmiſs d 

In his prime youth the fair Iberian maid, 200 
For Solomon, he liv'd at caſe, and full 

Of honor, wealth, high fare, aim'd not beyond 
Higher deſign than to enjoy his ſlate; 

Thence to the bait of women lay expos d: 

But he whom we attempt is wiſer far 204 
Than Solomon, of more exalted mind, 

Made and ſet wholly on th' accompliſhment 

Of greateſt things; what woman will you find, 
Though of this age the wonder and the fame, 

On whom his leiſure will vouchſaſe an eye 210 
Of fond deſire? or hould ſhe confident, 

As ſitting queen ador d on Beauty's throne, | 
Defcend with all her winning charms begirt 

To' enamour, as the zone of Venus once 

Wrought that effect on Jove, ſu fables tell; 215 
How would one look from his majeſtic brow | 
Seated as on the top of Virtue's hill, 

Diſcount'nance her deſpis'd, and put to rout 

All her array; her female pride deject, 

Or turn to reverent awe; for Beauty ſtands 220 


. - 
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In th' admiration only of weak minds 

Led captive; ecaſe to' admire, and all her plames 
Fall flat and ſhrink into a trivial toy, 

At every ſudden lighting quite abaſh'd : 

Therefore with manlier objects we muſt try 225 
His conſtancy, with ſuch as have more ſhow 2 
Of worth, of honor, glory“, and popular praiſe; 
Rocks whereon greateſt men have ofteſt wreek'd; 
Or that which only ſeems to ſatisfy 

Lawful deſires of Nature, not beyond ; 230 
And now I know he hungers where no food 

Is to be found, in the wide wilderneſs; 

The reſt commit to me, I ſhall let paſs 

No' advantage, and his ſtrength as oft aſſay. 

He ceas'd, and heard their grant in loud acclame; 
Then forthwith to him takes a choſen band 236 
Of ſpirits likeſt to himſelf in guile | 
To be at hand, and at his beck appear, 

If cauſe were to unfold ſome active ſcene 

Of various perſons, each to know his part; 249 
Then to the deſert takes with theſe his flight ; 
Where ſtill from ſhade to ſhade the Son of God 
After forty days faſting had remain d, | 

Now hungring firſt, and to himſelf thus ſaid. 

Where will this end? four times ten days I've paſs'd 
Wand'ring this woody maze, and human food' 246 
Nor taſted, nor had appetite; that faſt 
To virtue I impute not, or count part 
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Of what I ſuffer here; if Nature need not, 
Or God ſupport Nature without repaſt 259 
Though needing, what praiſe is it to endure ? 

But now I feel I hunger, which declares 

Nature hath need of what ſhe afks; yet God 

Can ſatisfy that need ſome other way, | 
Though hunger ſtill remain: fo it remain 255 
Without this body's waſting, I content me, | 
And from the ſting of famin fear no harm, 

Nor mind it, fed with better thoughts that feed 

Me hungring more to do my Father's will. 

It was the hour of night, when thus the Son 260 
Commun'd in ſilent walk, then laid him down 
Under the hoſpitable covert nig 
Of trees thick interwoven ; there he — 

And dream'd, as Appetite is wont to dteam, 

Of meats and drinks, Nature's refreſhment ſweet ; 
Him thought he by the brook of Cherith ſtood, 266 
And ſaw the ravens with their horny beaks 

Foad to Elijah bringing ev'n and morn, 
Though ravenous, taught to' abſtain from what they 
He ſaw the Prophet alſo how he fled [Vought 1 
Into the deſert, and how there he flept 271 
Under a juniper; then how awak'd 

He found his ſupper on the coals prepar'd, 

And by the angel was bid rife and eat, 

And eat the ſecond time after repoſe, 274 
The ſtrength whereof ſuffic d him forty days; 
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Sometimes that with Elijah he partook, 

Or as a gueſt with Daniel at his pulſe. 

Thus wore out night, and now the herald lark 

Left his ground neſt. high tow'ring'to deſcry 280 
The Morn's approach, and greet — his ſong: 
As lightly from his graſſy conch up roſe 

Our Saviour, and found all was but a dream, 
Faſting he went to ſleep, and faſting wak d. 

Up to a hill anon his eps he rear d, 285 
From whoſe high top to ken the proſpect round, 

If cottage were in view, ſheep-cote or herd; 

But cottage, herd, or ſheep-cote none he faw, 

Only” in a bottom ſaw a pleaſant grove, 


With chaunt of tuneful birds refounding loud; 290 


'Thither he bent his way, determin'd there 

To reſt at noon, and enter'd ſoon the ſhade 

High rooft, and walks beneath, and alleys brown, 

That open'd in the midft a woody ſeene; 

Nature's own work itfeem'd (Nature taught Art) 295 

And to a'ſuperſtitions eye the haunt 

Of wood-gods and wood-nymphs ; heview'd it round, 

When ſuddenly a man before him ſtood, 

Not ruſtic as before, but ſremlier clad, 

As one in city*, or court, or palace bred, 300 

And with fair ſpeech theſe words to him addreſs d. 
With granted leave officious I return, 

But much more wonder that the 8on of God 

In this wild ſolitude ſo long ſhould bide 
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Of all things deſtitute, and well I know, 305 
Not without hunger. Others of ſome note, 
As ſtory tells, have trod this wilderneſs; 
The fugitive bond-woman with her ſon 
Out-caſt Nebaioth, yet found here relief 
By a providing angel; all the race 30 
Of Iſrael here had famiſh'd, had not Gd 
Rain'd from Heav'n manna ; and that prophet bold 
Native of Thebez wand'ring here was fed ; 
Twice by a voice inviting him to eat: 121 
Of thee theſe forty days none hath regard, 315 
Forty and more deſerted here indeed. 

To whom thus Jeſus. What conclud'ſt thou hence? 
They all had need, as I thou ſeeſt have none. 

How haſt thou hunger then ? Satan reply'd. 
Tell me if food were now before thee ſet, 3320 
Would ſt thou not eat? 'Thereafter as I like 
The giver, anſwer'd Jeſus. Why ſhould that 
Cauſe thy refuſal ? ſaid the ſubtle Fiend. 
Haſt thou not right to all created things ? 
Owe not all creatures by juſt right to thee - 325 
Duty and ſervice, not to ſtay till bid, 17 
But tender all their power? nor mention I 
Meats by the law unclean, or offer'd firſt 
To idols, thoſe young Daniel could refuſe; 


Nor proffer'd by an enemy, though who 330 


Would ſeruple that, with want oppreſs'd ? Behold 
Nature aſham'd, or better to expreſs, 
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Troubled that thou ſhauld'ſt hunger, hath purvey'd 
From all the elements her choiceſt ftore 
To treat thee as beſeems, and as her Lord 333 
With honor, only deign to fit and eat. 

He ſpake no dream, for as his words had end, 
Our Saviqur lifting up his eyes beheld 
In ample ſpace under the broadeſt ſhade - 
A table richly ſpread, in regal mode, 340 
With diſhes pil'd, and meats of nobleſt ſort | 
And favor, beaſts of chaſe, or fowl of game, 
In paſtry built, or from the ſpit, or boil'd, 
Gris-amber ſteam'd; all fiſh from ſea or ſhoxe, 
Freſhet, or purling brook, of ſhell or fin, 345 
And exquiſiteſt name, for which was drain'd 
Pontus, and Lucrine bay, and Aftie coaſt. 
Alas how ſimple, to theſe cates campar'd, 
Was that crude apple that diverted Eve 
And at a ſtately fide-board by the wine 350 
That fragrant ſmell diffus'd, in order ſtood 
Tall ſtripling youths rich ctad, of fairer hue 
Than Ganymed or Hylas; diſtant more 
Under the trees now tripp'd, now ſolemn ſtood 
Nymphs of Diain's train, and Nalades 334 
With fruits and flow'rs from Amalthea's horn, 
And ladies of th Heſperides, that feem'd 
Fairer than feign'd of old, or fabled ſince 
Of facry damſels met in foreſt wide 
By knights of Logres, or of Lyones, . 360 
Volume III. D 
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Lancelot, of Pelleas, or Pellenore rs: 1 A1 
And all the while harmonious airs were heard. | 

Of chiming ſtrings, or charming pipes, and winds A1 
Of gentleſt gale Arabian odors fann d | 
From their ſoft wings, and Flora's carlieſt ſmells. 365 Tl 
Such was the ſplendor, and the Tempter now | ; | If. 


His invitation earneſtly renew'd. W 
What doubts the Son of God to ſit and eat? Az 
Theſe are not fruits forbidden; no interdict Ch 
Defends the touching of theſe viands pure; 370 W 
Their taſte no knowledge works at leaſt of evil, W 
But life preſerves, deſtroys life's enemy, Of 
Hunger, with ſweet reſtorative delight. W 
All theſe are ſpi'rits of air, and woods, and ſprings: | Bo 
W 


Thy gentle miniſters, who come to pay 375 
I hee homage; and acknowledge thee their Lord: On 
What doubt'ſt thou Son of God? fit down and cat. Ar 
To whom thus Jeſas temp'rately reply d. | 
gaid'ſt thou not that to all things I had right? Th 
And who withholds my power that right to uſe ? 380 Tt 
Shall I receive by gift what of my own, +. Fo 
When and where likes me beſt, I can command? Ar 
J can at will, doubt not, as ſoon as thou, | Hi 
Command a table in this wilderneſs, . 1 N Gr 
And call ſwift flights of angels miniſtrant 385 Th 
Array'd in glory on my cup to attend ; | A 
Why ſhouldſt thou then obtrude this/diligence, | Br, 
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And with my hunget what haſt thou to do? 
Thy pompous delicacies I contemn, 399 
And count thy ſpecious gifts no giſts but guiles. 

To whom thus anſwer' d Satan malecontent. 
That I have alſo power to give thou feeſt; nf * 
If of that power I bring thee voluntary. - 
What I might have heſtow d on N d, 395 
And rather opportunely in this place 
Choſe to impart to thy apparent need, | 
Why ſhouldſt chou not accept it? but Iifee 
What I can dlo or offer-is ſuſpectn 
Of theſe things others quickly will diſpoſe. 400 
Whoſe pains, have earn d the far fet ſpail. With that 
Botb table and proviſion vaniſh d quite | a 
With ſound, of Harpies wings, and talons heard; 
Only th' imp6rtine Fempter ſtill remain d. 
And with theſe words his temptation aki: 40 

By hunger, that. each other creature tames, 
Thou art not ta be harm'd, therefore. not words 
Thy temperance invincible beſides, 
For no allurement yields to appetite, -- |. + | 
And all thy heart js ſet on high 8 410 
High actions; but where with to be achie vd? 
Great acts require great means of eaterpriſe; 
Thou art unknown, unfriended, low of birth, 
A carpenter thy father known, thyſelf 
Bred up in poverty and ſtraits at home, 4135 
Loſt in a deſert here and hunger-bit: 
D ij 
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Which way or from what hope doſt thou aſpire 
To greatneſs ? whence authority deriv'ſt ?. 
What followers, what retinge cunſt thou gain, 
Or at thy heels the dizzy multitude, 1420 
Longer than thou canſt feed them on thy coft ? 
Money brings honor, friends, conqueſt, and realms: | 
What rais'd Antipater the Edomite; —_ 
And his ſon Herod plac'd on Judah's throne, 424 
(Thy throne) but gold that got him puiſſant friends? 
Therefore, if at great things thou would ſt arrive, 
Get riches firſt, get wealth, and treafure heap, 
Not difficult, if thou hearken to me; 
Riches are mine, Fortune is in my hand; 
They whom I favor thrive in wealth amain, 430 
While Virtue, Valor, Wiſdom fit in want. 

To whom thus Jeſts patiently reply d. 
Yet wealth without theſe three is impotent 
To gain dominion, or to keep it gain d. 
Witneſs thoſe ancient empires of the Barth, 43g 
In highth of all their flowing wealth diſſolv d: | 
But men endued. with theſe have oft attain d 
In loweſt poverty to higheſt deeds; | 
Gideon, and Jephtha, and the ſhepherd lad, 
Whoſe offspring on the throne of Judah fat 440 
So many ages, and ſhall yet regain a 0 
That ſeat, and reign in Iſrael without end. 
Among the Heathen, (for throughout the world 
To me is not unknown what hath been dons = 
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Worthy? of memorial) canſt thou not remember 445 
Quintius, Fabricius, Curius, Regulus? | 
For I eſteem thoſe names of men ſo poor 

Who could do mighty things, and could contemn 
Riches though offer'd from the hand of kings. 

And what in me ſeems wanting, but that! 450 
May alſo in this poverty as ſ uu 1 
Accompliſh what they did, perhaps and more 4 
Extol not riches then, the toil of fools, - 

The wiſe man's'cumbrance if not . more apt 

To ſlacken Virtue, and abate her edge, 455 
Than prompt her to do ought may merit praiſe. 
What if with like averſion I reject TR 
Riches and realms; yet not for that a crown, - 
Golden in ſhow, is but a wreath of thorns, 

Brings dangers, troubles, cares, and fleepleſs nights 
To him who wears the regal diadem, 461 
When on his ſhoulders each man's burthen lies; 

For therein ſtands the office of a king, 

His honor, virtue, merit and chief praiſe, 

That for the public all this weight he bears. 465 
Yet he who reigns within himſelf, and rules 
Paſſions, defires, and fears, is more a king; 

Which every wiſe and virtuous man attains : 

And who attains not, ill aſpires to rule 

Cities of men, or headſtrong multitudes, 479 
Subject himſelf to anarchy within, 

Or lawleſs paſſions in him which he ſerves. 
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But to guide nations in the way of trutu 

By ſaving doQrin, and from error lead 

To know, and knowing worſhip God aright, 4734 
Is yet more kingly ; this attracts the ſoul, 
Governs the inner man, the nobler part; 
That other o'er the body only reigns, 
And oft by force, which to a gerierons mind 
80 reigning can be no ſincere delight... 
Beſides to give a kirigdom hath been thought 
Greater and nobler done, and to lay down 
Far more magittanimous, than to afſarie. ' 
Riches are needlefs then, both for themſetres, | 
And for thy reaſon why they ſhould be fought, 45s 
e ofteſt better miſs d. 
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A while as mute, confounded what to fay;; |. - 
What to reply, confuted and convine'd-. 

Of his weak arguing, and fallacions drift; 

At length collecting all his ſetpent wiles,, 
With ſoothing words renew'd, him thus accofts. 

I I ſee thou know ſt what is of uſe to know, 

What beſt to fay.cauſt ſay, to do canſt do; 

Thy actions to thy words accord, thy words 

To thy large heart give utteranet due, thy heart 10 
Contains of good, wiſe, juſt, the perfet ſhape. 
Should kings and nations from thy mouth conſult, 
Thy counſel would be as the oracle 

Urim and Thummim, thoſe oraculous-gems 

Ori Aaroit's breaft; or tongue of ſeers old 15 
Infallible: or wert thou ſought to-deeds _ 

That might require th' array of war, thy full 

Of conduct would be fuch, that all the world 

Could not ſuſtain thy proweſs, or ſubſiſt 

In battel, though againſt thy few in arms, 20 
Theſe god - Ike virtues wherefore doſt thou hide, 
Aſſecting private life, or more obſcure 

In ſavage wilderneſs? wherefore deprive _ 

All Earth her wonder at thy acts, thyſelf 


— — 


44 PARADISE REGAIN'D. Book TIT. 


The ths val Jo); B/ the bs I 25 
That ſole excites to high attempts, the flame 
Of moſt erected ſpi'rits, moſt tłmper d pure 
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j Ethereal, who all pleaſures elſe deſpiſe, | Hi 
iq All treaſubes ind all gaiti eſteem as rb; 1 
* And dignities and powers all but the higheſt? 30 A 
3 Thy years are tipe, and over-ripez'the fon + Tt 
l 5 Of Macedonian Philip had ere theſe : Le 
1 Won Aſia, and the throne of Cyrus held | Th 
. At his diſpoſe; young Scipio tu drooght own 7 Te 
* The Carthaginian pride; young Pompey quell'd 35 Re 
55 The Pontie king, and in triumph had rode. | W 
1 vet years, and to ripe years judgment mature, | A 
* Quench not the thirſt of glory, but "augment. — 
4 Great Julius, whom now. all the world admires, Fa 
4 The more Ke grew in years, the mote inflam'd 40 — 

With glory, wept that he had liv'd ſo long T 

er 4M | 4 0 

Inglorious? but thou yet art not too late. 'Tt 

To whom our Saviour calmly thus reply d. 

Thou neither doſt perſuadde me to ſeek-wealth ' | 1 

For empire's ſake, nor empire to aſſec r 45 Gr 

For glory's ſake by all thy argument. | 3 Bu 

For what is glory but the blaze of fame, Pe 

The people's praiſe, if always prajſe unmix'd ? M 

And. what the people but a herd confus d, 49 T 

A miſcellaneous rabble, who extol | »' | [praiſe? Ne 

Things vulgar, and well weigh'd, ſcarce worth the A 


They praiſe, and they admire they know not what, 


Dadk III. FARADISE REGAIN'D« | 45 


And know not whom, but as one leads the other; 
And what delight to be by ſuch cxtoll' d, | 
To live upon their tongues and be their talk, 55 
r 0 
His lot who dates be fingularly good- ils 
Th' intelligent among them and the wiſe 
r — fob lamis'd, : | 
This is true glovy and renoum, when Gd 60 
Looking on th Barth, with approbation marks 
The juſt man, and divulges him through Heav'n 
To all his angels, ho with true applauſe 
Recount his praiſrs: thus he did to Job, 
When to extend his fume through Heav'n and Earth, 
As thou to thy reproach may ſt well remember, 66 
He aſł d thee,'Haſt thou ſeen my ſervant Job? 
Famous eee eee 
Where glory is falſe glory, attributed | 

To things not Gee men not worthy'of fume. 7 
They err who count it glorious to fue 

By conqueſt far and wide, to over · un 
S2 a 
Great cities hy aſſault: what do theſe worthies, 
But rob and ſpoil; burn, ſlaughter, — 75 
Peaceable nations, neighb'ring; or remote, 
Made captive, yet deſerving freedom ow: 
Noting baavidndelutatogrchtprondss: INI 

And all the floriſhing works of Peace deſtroy; + 20 
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Then ſwell with pride, and muſt be titled Gods, 
Great Benefactors of mankind, Drliver er, 
Worſhipt with tem ple prieſt and ſacriſice? 

One is the ſon of Jove, of Mars the other 

Till conqu'ror Death diſeover them ſcatce men, By 
Rolling in brutiſh vices, and defſorm d,. 
Violent or ſhameful death their 1 

Bat if there be in glory ought: af good, 

It may by means: far different be attaind 3 
Without ambition, war, or violehcr g amm 3712? * 90 
By deeds of. peabe, by wiſdom eminent. 
By patience, temperimee: I mention: fill | 
Him whom thy wrohgs with ſaintly 3 hems 
Made, faczous:in a lanti and times obſcuſe: 
Who namks not no twith honon Sem Jr 1 1 
Poor Soerates (who et more mamorable ) 
By what he taught and faffer'd-forifo doing, 
For truth's ſakt ſuffering death umjuſt, lives now 
Equal in fame iti pruudeſt conqueror s 
Yet if for fame and glory ought be done, 100 
Ought, fuſfer dg if young African ſot fůmne 
His waſteũl country freed from Fuultr age, 
The deed becomes unprais d, themun at leaſt, 
And loſes, thangh hut verbal, his reward. 
Shall 1 ſeek glory then, as vain men ſeck, 103 
Oft n6t;deſery'd ?! Lſcek not mine, but his b 
Who ſent mel and thereby witneſs whence lam. 
To whom che Tempter murm' rig thus reply d. 
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Think not fo ſlight of glory; therein leaſt 
Reſembling thy great Father: he ſeeks glory, 110 
And for his glory all things made, alli things 
Orders and governs; nor content — 
By all his angels glorify'd, requires 
Glory from men, from all men tus — 
Wiſe or unwiſe, no diſſerencr, > <= hip 115 
Above all ſacrifice, or hallow d gift ö enact” 
Glory' he requires, and glory he n: 
Promiſcuous from all nations, Jew, or Garth 55 
Or barbarous, nor exception hath declar d: 
From us his foes pronounc'd glory he exact. 120 
To whom our Saviour fervently ⁊epy . 
And reaſon; ſinee his Word all things produce d, 
Though chiefly not for glory as prime end, 
But to ſhow forth his goodneſs, and impart 
His good communicable to every ſoul!l! 125 
Freely; of whom what could he leis expect 
Than glory“ and benediction, that is thanks, 
The lighteſt, eaſieſt, rradieſt retompenſe 
From them who:could return him nothing elſe, 
And not returning that would likelieſt render 130 
Contempt inſtead; diſhonor, obloquy ?? 7 
Hard recompenſe, unſuitahle retur 
For ſo muehi good, ſo much beneſicen ee. 
But why ſhould man ſeek glory; who! of his own /. 
Hath not hing and to whom unthin g belongs 145 
But conderination ignomin . Hiame g- 11 
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Yet, ſacrilegions, to himſelf would take 


That which to God alone of right belongs; 


Yet ſo mucli bounty is in God, ſueh grace, 
That who advance his glory, not their on, 
Them he himſelf to glory will advance. 

So ſpake the San of God ; and here again 
Satan had not ts anſwer, but ſtood ſtruck 
With guilt of his own fin, for he himdelf 
infatiable of glory had loſt all, 2307 5 
Yet of another plea bethought him ſoon. 

Of glory, as thou wilt, faid he, ſo deem, 
Worth or not worth the ſecking, let it paſs : 
But to a kingdom thou art born, ordain'd 
To ſit upon thy father David's throne; 
By mother's fide thy father; though thy right 


Be now in powerful hands, that will not part 


Eaſily from paſſeſſion won with arms: 
Judza now und all the Promis d Land, 
Reductd a province'under Roman yokr, 
Obeys Tiberius; nor is always rul d ret 
With temp'rate ſway; ot have they ce 
The temple, n 
Abominativas father, us did once” | 
— Adtiochus:: ah eee 

Thy right by GR cr tim rething $-: bn 
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Who for ſo many benefits received 
Turn'd recteant to God, ingrate and falſe, 
And ſa of all true good himſelf defpoil'd,' 
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So did got, Maccabeus he indeed Ner- 
Retir d unto the deſert; but with arms; 
And o'er a mighty king ſo oft — ö 
That by ſtrong hand his family — * ul 2 
Though prieſts, the aowo,ndDavidethroneuar d, 
With Modin and her ſuburbs once content. 170 
If kingdom move thee not, let move thee ad. 
And duty; zeal and duty ate not flows : 
But on Occaſion's forelock watchful wait. 
They themſelves rather are occaſion beſt ..,. 
Zeal of thy ſather's houſe, duty to fre 175 
Thy country from her Heathen ſeryitudes » +: - - 
So ſhalt thou heſt fulfil, beſt veri jj 
The Prophets old, ho ſung thy endleſs xcign;.. 
The happier reigu the ſooner it hegias: 179 
Reign then hat canſt thou better do the while? 
To whom our Saviour anſwer thus return d. 
All things are beſt fulfill d in their due time, 
And time there is ſor all things, Truth hath ſaid: 
If of my reign ꝓrophetic Writ ta-, ” 20115 24 
That it ſhall never end, ſo when begin * e 
The Father in his purpoſe bath, — AN | 
He in whoſe hand all times and ſeaſons — 10 7 
What if he bath decreed that. thall, x(t [i by 17 
Be try d in humble Nate .andthings.adterfes!: m 
Dy tribulations, ; injhries, inſults, 1944 £613 122399 
Contewpts,,aad. ſcorns; and dnarcs, andi xiolence, 


Suffering, abſtaiging; quietly. expecting, 1 221 101 //) 
Folume III. . 
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Without diſtruſt or doubt, that he may know 
What I can ſuffer, how obey ? who beſt 
Can ſuffer, beſt can do; beſt reign, who firſt 195 
Well hath obey d; juſt trial ere I merit | 
My exaltation without change or end. 
But what concerns it thee when I begin 
My everlaſting kingdom, why art thou 
Solicitous, what-moves thy inquiſition ? 200 
Know'ſt thou not that my riſing is thy fall, 
And my promotion will be thy deſtruction? 
To whom the 'Tempter inly rack'd reply'd. 
Let that come when it comes; all hope is loſt 
Of my reception into grace; what worſe? 205 
For where no hope is left, is left no feat: 
If there be worſe, the expectation more 
Of worſe torments me than the feeling can. 
I would be at the worſt; worſt is my port, 
My harbour and my ultimate repoſe, 210 
The end I would attain, my final- good. | 
My error was my error, and my crime 
My crime; whatever for itſelf condemn d, 
And will alike be puniſh'd, whether thou 


Reign or reign not; though to that gentle brow 215 


Willingly 1 could fly, and hope thy reign, 
From that platid aſpect and merk regard, 

Rather than aggravate my evil ſtate, | 
Would ſtand between me and thy Father's ire 
(Whoſe irc I dread more than the fire of Hell) 200 


— 
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A ſhelter and a kind of ſhading cool 
Interpoſition, as a ſammer's cloud, 
If I then to the worſt that can be haſte, 

Why move thy feet ſo flow to what is beſt, | 
Happieſt both to thyſelf and all the world, 225 
That thau who worthieſt art ſnould ' ſt be their king? 
Perhaps thou linger ſt in deep thoughts detain d 
Of th' enterpriſe ſo hazardous and high; 
No wonder, for though in thee be united 

What of perfection can in man be found, 230 
Or human Nature can receive, conſider 

Thy life hath yet been private, moſt part ſpent 

At home, ſcarce view'd the Galilean towns, 

And once a year Jeruſalem, few das 234 
Short ſojourn; and what thence couldſt thou abſeryc? 
The world thou haſt not ſeen, mueh lefs her glory, 
Empires, and-monapchs, and their radiant courts, 
Beſt ſchool of beſt experience, quickeſt ipſight 

In all things that'to- greateſt actians lead, 

The wiſeſt, unexperienc'd, will be ever 249 
Timorous and loath, with novice modeſty, 

(As he who ſeeking affes found a kingdom) 
Irreſolute, unhardy, unadrentrous: | 

But I will bring thee where thou ſoon ſhalt quit 
Thoſe rudiments, and ſee before thine eyes 245 
The monarchies ef th' Earth, —— 
gufficient intioduction to inform N 

Thee, of thyſelf ſo apt, in regal arts, 
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And regal my ſteties; that thou thay'ſt know. | | 
How beſt their oppoſition to withſtand.” '' 250 
With that (ſuch power was gyw/n him then) he took 
The Son of God up to a mountain hig. 
It was a moumtuin ut whoſe derdlant feet Naga 
A ſpacious plain out«{treteh'd in circuit wide 
Lay 'pleaſalt ; from his fide two rivers fwd, 255 
'Th' one winding; th other ſtrait; and left between 
Fair champdin with leſs rivers intervein d. 
Then meeting join d their tribute tothe ſe : 
Fertil of corn the glebe, of oil aud wine 2359 
With herds the paſtures throng d, with flocks the hills; 
Huge cities and high tower d, that well might ſeem 
The ſeats of mightieſt monarchs;and ſo large 
The proſpect was, that here and there was room 
For barren deſert fountainleſt ani dry. 264 
To this high mountain top the Tempter brought 
Our Sas iour, and new train of wordꝭ began. 
Well have-we fpeeded; ant d er hill and dale, 
Foreſt and field and flood, temples and towers, 
Cut ſhorter many a league; here thou behold' ſt 
Aſſyria and her empire's ancient hounds, 270 
Araxes and the Caſpian lake, thence or: 
As fat as Indiisceaſt,:Evphrates veſt,, : | 


And oft beyond to ſeuth the Perſian / hay⸗ j 


And inkceeffible th* Arabian duni: 

Here Nineveh, of length within ber wall 2275 

Several days journey, huilt by Ninus old. 
TK: : 
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Of that firſt golden monarchy the ſeat, + 


And ſeat of Salmanaflar, whoſe facceſs 
Ifracl in lang captivity ſtill mourns; | | 
There Babylon, the wonder of all-tongues, 


Judah and all thy father David's houſe 


Led captne, and Jeraalew laid waſte, 


His — — —— . 


Ecbatana her ſtructure vaſt there ſhows, 


And Hecatompylos her hundred gates: 


There Suſa by Choaſpes, amber ſtream, 


The drink of none but kings; of later fame 


Built by Emathian; or by Parthian hands, 
The great Seleucia, Niſthis, and there 

Artaxata, Teredon, Cteſiphon, 
Turning with eaſy eye thou may'ſt behold. 


All theſe the Parthian, now ſome ages paſt, 


By great Arſaces led, who founded firſt '. 


That empire, under his dominion holds, 


From the luxurious kings of Antioch won. 


And juſt in time thou com'ſt to have arview 
Of his great power; for now the 3 | 


In Cteſiphon hath gather d all his hoſt - 
Againſt the Scythian, whoſe incurſions wild 
Haye waſted Sogdiana; to her aid © ” 


He marches now in haſte; ſee, though from far, 


His thouſands, in what martial equipage 
E ĩij 
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They iſſue forth, ſteel how, und ſhaſts theĩt arms 
Of equal dreadam flights; or. in pura; 406 
All horſemen, in which fight they moſt ener ß 
See how ig-wantikeimuſter they apprar . 
In rhombs and wedges, and tnilf-mmoons, and wings. 
He look'd, z#nd:faw-what numbers numberleſe 
The city gates dũt · pur d liga at med troops: 311 
In coats of mail and militiry pπj),] ↄ/õ m 
Ina mail their fonſes clad, yet flett ard ſtrong, 
Prauncing thæin citlers hort, the: ſuwer and choĩce 
Of many proyineeg from haund to bound; 315 
From Arachaſi from Candaot eaſt , 
And Margiattaito:the Hyrcanian cliſis 
Of Caucaſusp and dark Iberian da les, 
From Atropatia and the neighb'ring plains 
Of Adiabene, Media, and the ſoutin 320 
Of Suſiana; dh Balſura's hav en. 
He ſaw them in their farms of cbattekrany'd, 
How quick they keel d, and fly ing hehind them ſhot 
Sharp fleet of arrawy ſhowers againſt:the ſacſnde 
Of their purſuers; andovercame!byflight;! . 325 
The field all / iron caſt a gleaming hr: 
Nor wanted eluuds of ſoot, nur an cach horn 
Cuixaſſiers all in ſteel fur ſtanding igt. 
Chariots dr elephants indors d with towers 
Of archers, nor of lab' ring pioncers df b 330 
A multitude wlth ſpades and axes armd | 
To lay hills plain, fell woods; of valleys fill, 


qe” 
k 


B 
O 
V 
M 
A 
$1 
w 
Be 
T! 


Bouk III. PARADISE "REGAIN'D.; 


Or where plain was ruiſe uli, or ohe t 
With bridges tivors proud; ac with d yöeke zg 
Mules aſter theſe, cumels and n YE * 5 
And waggons fraught with utenſils of w. 
guch forces met not, mor ſo wide a camp 
When Agricun with all his northern poπ6 ee - © 
Beſieg d Albraccagas romanret tell uu 
The city' of Gallaphrone, from achence to in 340 
The faireſt of her ſen Angeli a © 
His daughter, ſought by many proweſt — 

Both Payuim, and the peers of Charlemain. 

Such and ſo numerous was their chivatyjjj 
At ſight whereofi the Fiend yet more preſum' d, 345 
And to our Bavidur thus his words renew d. 
That thou may ſt know l ſeek not to * 

Thy virtue; and not every way ſeru rt 
On no ſlight grounds thy ſafety; hear, and mark 
To what end I have brought thee hither and ſhown 
All this faip ſight: thy kingdom 1 351 
By prophet or by angel, unleſs thou 5 
Endevor, as thy father David did. 

Thou never ſhalt ohtain ; prediction ſtil! 

In all things, and all men, ſuppoſes means, 355 
Without means us d, what it predicts revokes. 
But ſay thom wert poſſeis d of — F 
By free conſent of all; none oppoſit, 1 11 
Samaritan or Jew; how — 

Long to enjoy it quiet and ſecure, | 
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Between two ſuth incloſing enemies nhl 21% 0 

Roman und Northlan! therefare;cne of thels 5 

Thas e eee e ene e fef8:.: 

nenn. wew b 

Found able by invaſion to annoy, o} 2s 

Thy country gud captie kad aan her kings 

Antigonus, and old Hyrcanus bound, 

Maugre the Roman : it ſhall be my tax 

To render thee the Parthian at difpoſe ; - 

Chuck ee een de ars 370 

By him thou ſhalt regain, without him not, 

That which alone can truly reinſtal thee - . 

In David's royal feat, his true ſucceſſor, - 

Deliverance of thy brethren, thoſe Ten Tribes 

Whoſe offspring in his territory! yet ſerve, 375 

In Habor, and among the Medes diſpers'd; | 

Ten ſons of Jacob, two of Joſeph loſt 3 20414 

Thus long: from Iſrael, ſerving: as of old 

Their fathers in the land of Egypt fery'd, 

This offer ſets before thee to deliver/ 380 

Theſe if from ſervitude thou ſhalt reſtore - 

To their inheritance; then, nor till then, 

Thou on the throne of David in full glory, 

From Egypt to Euphrates and beyond 

Shale reign, ud Tents tur Qulke gar meed fear, 385 
To whom our Saviour anſwer d thus unmov d. 

Much oſtentation vain of fleſhly arm, 

And fragil arms, much inſtrument of war 


Book III. 
Long in preparing, ſodn to nothing brought, 
Before mine eyes thou' haſt ſet; and in my ear 390 
Vented much policy; aud projects deep 
Of enemies, of aids, battels and leugues 
Plauſible to the-world, to me worth nought, +) 
Means I mult uſe, thou ſay ſt, prediction elſe 
Will unpredict and fail me of the throne 395 
My time I told thee (and that time for thee 
Were better farthieſt off) is not ytt come : 
When that comes, think not thou ti fi me Nick © 
On my part ought ende voting, vr to needed 
Thy politic maaimis, or that cumenſimd 4800 
Luggage of war there ſhown me, argument 
Of human weakneſs rather than of ſtrengtiil. 
My brethren as thou call'ſt them, thoſe Fru Tribes 
I muſt deliver; iH niean to reign} 3 
David's true heir, and his fullfeeptet u 405 
To juſt extent ber all Iſruel's ſoms : gn. 
But w hence to thee this zcal, here was t then 
For Iſraci, or fr David, or his thieme, “w W.. =: 1117 
When thou: ſtuodꝰ ft up his tempter to the pride 
Of numb'ring!Htinch lich coſt the des 410 
Of threeſoore and tn thoufand Iſra eiiies 
By three days peſtilence > ſuch was thy kcẽjẽZ U 
To liruel tlien t lia ſame that now ito mes: 
As for thuſe captite tribetꝭ tiieniſelves ere thex 
Who wrought their own captivity, fell off 415 
From God to wotſhip calves, the deities 

Of Egypt, Baal next and Aſhtaroth, 
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And all th' idolatries of Heathen round, 

Befides their other worſe than heath'niſh crimes; 
Nor in the land of their captivity | 420 
Humbled themſelves, ar peniteat deught « 
The God af their'forefathers; hut ſo dy d 
Impenitent, and left a race behind  _ 

Like to themſelves, diſtinguiſhable ſcarce 
From Gentiles, but by circumciſion' vain, | 425 
And God with idols in their worſhip join d. | 
Should I of theſe the liberty regard. 

Who freed as to their ancient patrimony, 
Unhumbled, unrepentant, unzeform'd, 

Headlong would fallow! ; and to their gods perbaps 
Of Bethel and of Dan? no, let them ſerve 431 
Yet he at length, time to himfelf beſt known, | 
Remembring Abraham, by ſotne wondrous call 
May bring them back repentant and ſincere, 435 
And at their paſſing cleave th' Aſſyrian flood, 
While to their, antics laaid with jo thiery bitte, 
When to che Promils'd Land their.fathers pad: 0 


To his due time and providence 1 leave them. 440 


So ſpake Iſrael's true King, and to the Fiend. 
Made anſwer meet, that made void all his wiles. 
80 3 —— — 2 — | 
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BOOK IV. 


— nebtedie bs uibitacty | 
The Tempter ſtood, nor had what to reply, | 
Diſcover'd i» his fraud, thrown from his hope 1 
So oft, and the perſuaſive rhetoric | (| 
| 
| 


That fleck'd his tongue, and won ſo much on Eve, 5 
$0 little here, nay loſt; but Eve was Eve, 4 
This far his over-match, who ſelf-deteiv'd © 
And raſh, before-hand had no better weigh 1 


The ſtrength he 1 > 1 ae 

But as a man who had been matehleſt held 10 
In cunning, over- teach d where leaſt Re thought, | 

To ſalve his credit, and for very fpite, 

Still will be tempting him who ſoils him ſtill, 
And never ceaſe, Though to his ſhame the more; 

Or as a Warm dr flies in vintage time, 15 
About the wine-prefs where ſweet muſt is pour d, 
Beat off, returns as oft with humming ſound; | 
Or ſurging waves againſt a ſolid rock, 

Though all to ſhivers daſh'd, th' aſſault renew, 

Vain batt'ry, and in froth or bubbles end; 20 
3o Satan, whom repulſe upon repulſe 1 
Met ever, and to ſhameful ſilence brought, 

Yet gives not 6'er Though deſpꝰ rate of face, 

And his vain impartunlty purſues. 21 
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60 PARADISE REGAIN'D. Book IV. 


He brought out Saviour to the weſterh ſide}. * 


Of that high mountain, whence he might * 
Another plain, long but in breadth not wide, 
Waſh'd by the ſouthern ſea, and on the north 

To equal lengthiback'd with a ridge of hills 
That ſcreen d the fruits of th' Earth and ſeats of men 
From cold; Septentrion blaſts, thence in the gr 
Divided by a riverg,of whoſe banks 

On each ſide:an imperial eit y ſtoo d, 
With tow'rs and temples : proudly — — 


On ſev'n ſtall hills, with palaces adorn d, | 35 


Porches, and.theatres, baths, aqueducts, 
Statues and trophies, and triumphal atcs,- 
Gardens andigtotes preſented to his ey es., 


Above the highth of mountains interpos d: 


By what ſtrangeyparallax or optic kill! 40 
Of viſion multiply d through air br / glaſs WW Vim 1155" 
Of teleſcope, were curious tofinguiret cs on 
And now the Tempter-thus his ſilence broke. 

The eity which thou ſeeſt no other deem 
Than great and glorious Rome; Quces of the Earth 
So far renown' di and with che ſpoils enrich c 46 
Of nations; there the Capitol thou r | a NAH T 


Above the reſt lifting his date bende d cans” 


On the Tarpeian rock, her citadel moe . 
Impregnahleg andithere Nennt Fulatines 1975 150 


Th' imperiahpalace, compaſs huge; and hh 
The ſtructure, kilk ofinobleſt architects, ei buA 
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With gilded battlements, conſpicuous far, 

Turrets and terraſes, and glitt'ring — olqiris 4 

Many a fair edifice beſides, more like 35 

Houſes of God, (ſo well I have diſpos d 

My acry microſcope) thou may'ſt behold 

Outſide and inſide both; pillars and 1 fl>1 

Carv'd work, the hand of fam'd artiſicers 

In cedar, marble, ivory or gold. 60 

Thence to the gates caſt round thine eye, 7 

What conflux iſſuing forth, or ei tti ig in, 

Pretors, proconſuls to their prov nce: 

Haſting, or on return, in robes of ſtate; . 

Lictors and rods, the enſigns of their power, 65 

Legions and cohorts, turms of horſe and wings: 

Or embaſſies from regions far remote 

In various habits on the Appian road, 

Or on th' Emilian, ſome from fartheſt ſouth, 

Syene', and where the ſnadow both way falls, 70 

Meroe Nilotic ile, and more to weſt, 

The realm of Bocchus to the e 

From th; Aſian kings and Parthian: e * 

From India and the golden CHx nr, 

And utmoſt Indian ile Tapraba tex 4 1 4 

Duſk faces with white; ſilken turbants-wreath'd; | 

From Galli, Gades and the Britiſh welty +, '+ -- | 

Germans and Scythians, and Sarmatians north 

Beyond Danubius to the Taurie pool. 

All nations nom to Rome obedience par, 5 % 
Volume III. E 


62 PFARKADISE KEGAIN'D. Book IV, B: 
To Rome's great Emperor, whoſe wide . | 


In ample territory, wealth and power, N. 
Civility of manners, arts and arms, Ot 
ith And long renawn, thou juſtly may'ſt prefer M 
bi 8 Before the Parthian; theſe two thrones except, 8% M 
=. The reſt are barbꝰ rous, and ſcarce worth the ſight, Tt 
wk Shar'd among petty kings too far remov'd; Or 
.* Theſe having ſhown thee, I have ſhown thee all (F 
4 The kingdoms of the world, and all their glory. Th 
.- This emp*'ror hath no fon, and now is old, 90 Ch 
* Old and laſcivious; and from Rome retit d | Cr. 
'Þ To Caprez, an lland ſmall but ſtrong An 
i On the Campanian ſhore, witK purpoſe there An 
4: His horrid luſts-in private to enjoy, ' Fre 
1 Committing to a wicked favorite 95 But 
| All public cares, and yet of him ſuſpicious, So 
x5 Hated of all, and hating; with what caſe, | Out 
| f Indued with regal virtues as thou art, Of 
$5 Appearing, and beginning noble deeds; Ho! 
« ; Might'ſt thou expel this monſter from his throne A b 
75 5 Now made a ſtye, and in his place aſcending 101 E xx 
vo A viQtor people free from ſervile yoke? Let 
'n And with my help thou may'ſt; to me the power > For 
| 4 Is gie n, and by that right 1 give it hee... Tha 
1 Aim therefore at no Teſs than all the world, | wy Def 
1 Aim at the higeſt, without the light aids Fru 
, Will be for thee no ſitting, or not long. But 
i On David's Hrone, be prophecy'd what WII. Peel 
; 1 11 | 
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To whom the Son of God unmoy'd reply'd. 
Nor doth this grandeur and majeſtic ſhow + 10 
Of luxury, though call d Magnificence, | 
More than of arms before, allure mine eye, 
Much leſs my mind; though thou ſhould'ſt add to * 
Their ſumptuous gluttonies, and 1 
On citron tables or Atlantic ſtone, | 1186 
(For I have alſo heard, perhaps avs read) 
Their wines of Setia, Cales, and Falerne, 
Chios, and Crete, and how they quaff in gold, 
Cryſtal and myrrhine cups imboſs'd with gems | 
And ſtudy of pearl, to me ſhould'ſt tell who thirſt 
And hunger ſtill: then embaſſies thou ſhow'ſt 121 
From nations far and-nigh ; what honor that, 
But tedious. waſte af time to ſit and her 
So many hollow complements and lies, 
Outlandiſh flatterics ? then proceed” ſt to talk : 125 
Of th' emperor, ho eaſily ſubdued, CT 
How gloriouſſy; I ſhall; thou ſay'ſt, expel  ' 
A brutiſh monſter: what if I withal ' ' - 
Expel a devil wha firſt made him fuck? 
Let his tormenter Conſcience find him = 130 
For him I was not ſent, nor yet to free' 
That people victor ance, now vile and baſe; ; 


Deſeryedly made vaſſal, who once juſt, 

Frugal, and mild, and temp'rate, conguer d well, 
But govern ill the nations under yoke, - 135 
Peeling their provinces, exhauſted all 
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64 PARADISE REGATN'D./ Book IV... L 
By luſt and rapin; firſt ambitious grown N 
Of triumph, that inſulting va nit 0 
Then cruel, by their ſports to blood inur d (3212471 34) A 
Of fighting beaſts, and men to beafts'expos'd, 140 E 
Luxurious by their wealth; and greedier ſtill, F. 


And from the daily ſeene eſſeminate. | 

What wiſe and valiant man would ſrek to free 

Theſe thus\degenerate, by themſelves inflav'd, 

Or could of inward ſlaves make ontward-free? 145 

Know therefore when my ſeaſon comes to fit 

On David's throne, it ſhall be like a tree 5 

Spreading and bverſliadowing all the Earth, 

Or as a ſtone that ſhall to pieces daſn Wart 

All monarchies beſides esche world; 150 

And of my kingdom there ſnall be no end: 

Means there ſhall be to this, but uhat the means, 

Is nat for thee to know, nor me to tell. 
To whom the Tempter impudent reply d. 0 

I ſce all offers made by me how ligt 1855 

Thou valueſt, becauſe offer d, and rejectſt: \ 

Nothing will pleaſe the difficulttandnice, -- 

Or hothing:more than ſtill —— 2 

On th' other ſide know alſo thou _ 1 

On what T-offer ſet as high eſteem, 160 

Nor what I part with mean to — ttz (I 

All theſe u hieh in a moment thou behold'ſt, 

The kingdoms of the world to thee I give: 

For giv'n to me, I give to whom I pleaſe, 


Book IV. PARADISE RECAIN'D. 6s 


No trifle; yet with-this-referve, not elſe, 165 
On this condition, if thou wilt fall down, 5:41 
And worſhip me as thy ſuperior lord, 
Eaſily done, and, hold them all of me; 
For what can leſs ſo great a gift deſerve? 

Whom thus our Saviour anſwer'd with diſdain. 
I never lik'd thy talk; thy offers leſs, 17 
Now both abhor, ſince thou haſt dar d to utter 
Th' abominable terms, impious condition; 
But I endure the time, till which expir' d. 
Thou haſt permiſſion an me. It is written - 175 
The firſt of all commandments, Thou ſhalt worſhip 
'The Lord thy God, aud only him ſhalt ferve; - 
And dar'ſt thou to the Son of God propound 
To worſhip thee accurs d, now more accurs d 
For this attempt bolder than that on Eve, 180 
And more blaſphemous? which expect to rue. 
The kingdoms of the world to thee were given, 
Permitted rather, and by thee uſurp'd; 
Other donation none thou canſt produce: 
If giv'n, by whom'but by the King of kings, 185 
God over all ſupreme? if giv'n to thee, 
By thee how fairly is the giver now 
Repaid ? But gratitude in thee is loſt _ 
Long ſince. Wert thou ſo void of fear or ſhame, 
As offer them to me the Son of God, 190 
To me my own, on ſuch abhorred pact. 
That I fall down and worſhip thee as God? 
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Get thee behind me; plain thou now-appear'ſt -/ 


| N | That evil one, Satan fox ever damm d 
we To whom the Fiend with fear abaſh'd — 195 
5 Pe not ſo ſore oſſended, Son of God. tA 


Though ſons of God both angels — men, 

If I to try vhether in higher ſort 

Than theſe thou bear ſt that title, have propor 
What both from men and angels I receive, : 200 
Tetrarelis of fire, air, flood, and on the Earth © 
Nations beſides from all the quarter d winds, - 

God of this world invak'd and world beneath; 
Who then thou art, whoſe:coming is fotetald 

To me ſo ſatal, me it moſt concerus. 205 
The trial hath indamag'd thee no way, | 
Rather more honor left and more.eſteenr; 

Me nought advantag'd, miſſing what 1-aim'd. 
Therefore let paſs, as they-are tranſitory, | 
The kingdoms of this wozld;-1hall-no more 210 
Adviſe thee; gain them-as thou canſt, or not. 

And thou thyſelf ſeem'ſt otherwiſe inelin d 

Than to a worldly-crown, addicted more 

To contemplation and profound diſpute, | 
As by that early action may be jidg'd, - 2715 
When ſlipping from thy mother's eye thou went'ſt 
Alone into the temple: there waſt found 

Among the graveſt Rabbies diſputant 

On points and queſtions fitting Moſes' chair, 
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As morning ſhows the day. Be famous then 221 
By wiſdom; as thy empire muſt extend. 
So let extend thy mind o'er all the world 
In knowledge, all things in it-.comprehend::!. - 
All knowledge is not couch'd in Moſes lad, 227 
The Pentatruch, or what the Prophets wrote; 

The Gentiles alſo know, and write, and a 

To admiration; led by Nature light; 
And with the Gentiles I 
Ruling them by perſuaſion as thou mean ſt; 230 
Without their learning how wilt thou with them, 
Or they with thee hold converſation młet? 
How wilt. thou reaſon; with them; how refute 

Their idoliſms, traditions, paradoxes ? 

Error by his/own arms is beſt vine d. 235 
Look once more ere we leave this ſpecular mount 
Weſtwatd, much nearer by ſouthweſt, behold +; 
Where on the Ægean ſhore a city ſtands 

Built nobly, pure the air, and light the ſoil, 

Athens the eye of Greece, mne ä am 
And Eloquence, native ta famous wits - 

r hoſpitable, in her ſweet recess. 

City' or ſuburban, ſtudious walks and ſhades; 

See there the olive grove of Academe, 
Plato's retirement, where the Attie bird 22345 
Trills her thick-warbled notes the ſummer long; 
There flowery hill Hymettus with, thie ſound 

Of bees. induſtrious murmur oft invites 5 
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To ſtudiaus mulling ; there Iliſſus rolls 
His whiſp'ring ſtream : within the walls hams view 
The ſchools of ancient ſages; his who bred 251 
Great Alexander to ſubdue the world.. 
I,yeeum there, and painted Stoa next: 
There ſhalt thou hear and learn the ſecret power 

Of Harmony in tones and numbers hit 235 
By voice or hand, and various - meaſur d verſe, 
FXolian charms and Dorian lyric odes, F 

And his who gave them breath, but higher Gang, 
Blind Meleſigenes thence Homer call'd, 

Whoſe poem Phabus.challeng'd for his own. - als 
Thence what the loſty grave tragedians taught 

In Chorus or Iambic, teachers beſt 

Of moral prudence, with delight receiv'd 

In brief ſententious precepts, while they treat 

Of Fate, and Chance, and change in human life; 
High actions, and high paſſions beſt — 266 
Thence to the famous orators repair, 

Thoſe ancient, whoſe reſiſtleſs eloquence 

Wielded at will that ſierce democratic,” | 
Shook th' arſenal and fulmin'd over Grocer, 270 
To Macedon and Artaxerxes throne: 

To ſage Philoſophy next lend thine ear, 

From Heav'n deſcended to the low - rooft houſe 

Of Socrates; ſee there his tenement .. 
Whom well inſpir'd the oracle pronounc d 275 
Wiſeſt of men; from whoſe mouth iſſued forth 
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Mecllifluous ſtreams that water'd all the ſchools 

Of Academics old and new, with thoſe” 
Sirnam'd Peripatetics, and the ſet © > 


Epicurean, and the Stoic-ſevere; ? 2280 


Theſe herb revolve, or, as thou lik'ſt, at wile 
Till time mature thee to a kingdom's weight; 
Theſe rules will render thee à king complete 
Within thyſelf, much more with empire join'd. 


To whom our Saviour ſagely thus reply d. 285 


Think not but that I know theſe things, or think 
I know them not; not therefore àm I ſhort 

Of knowing what I onught: he who receives 

Light from above, from the Fountain of Light, 


No other doctrin needs, though granted true; 290 


But theſe are falſe, or little elſe but dreams, 
Conjectures, fancies; built on nothing firm. 

The firſt and wiſeſt of them all profeſs'd> + 

To know this only, that he nothing knew; 

The next to fabllng fell and ſmobthi conceits; 295 
A third fort, doubted all things; though plain . 
Others in virtue plac'd felicit 711111 01 2 

But virtue join'd-with riches and — life; 

In corporal pleaſure he, and careleſs caſeñ 


The Stoic laſt in philoſophic pride. 300 


By him call'd Virtue; and his virtuous man, 
Wiſe, perfect in himſelf, and all poſſeſſing, 

Equals to God, oft ſhames not to prefer se 

As fearing God nor man, contemning al. 
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Wealth, pleaſure, pain or torment, death and life, 
For all his tedious talk is but vain boaſt, 

Or ſubtle ſhifts conviſtion to evade. 

Alas, what can they teach, and nat miſlead, 
Ignorant of themſelves, of God much more, 310 
And how the world began, and how man fell 
Degraded by himfelf, on grace depending? 

Much of the foul they talk, but all awry, 

And in themſclyes:{cek virtue, and to themſelves 
All glory arrogate, to God give none, * 315 
Rather aceuſe him under uſual names, | 
Fortune and Fate, as one regardleſs quite 

Of mortal things. Who therefore ſeeks in theſe 
True Wiſdom, finds her not, ar by deluſion 

Far worſe, her falſe reſemblance only meets, 320 
An empty cloud. However, many books, 

Wiſe men have ſaid; are weariſome; who reads 
Inceſſantly, and to his reading brings not 


A ſpirit and judgment equal or ſuperior, 
(And what he brings, what 1 — 7 
Uncertain and unſettled ſtill remains, 3326 
Deep vers d in books and ſhallow in dude, 

Crude or intoxicate, collecting toys, 


And Wia rcd Sting; Ft 
As children gathering pebbles on the ſnore. 330 
Or if I would delight my private hours 
With muſic or with poem, where fo ſoun 
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As in our native languige can T find © || 

That ſolace? All our law and ſtory Ntow'd 

With hymns, our pſalms with artful terms inſerib'd, 
Our Hebrew ſongs and harps in Babylon, 336 
That pleas'd ſo well our victor's eur, declare 

That rather Greece from us theſe arts deriv'd; 

Ill imitated, while they loudeſt ſing | 
The vices of their deities; and their nun 340 
In fable, hymn, or ſong; ſo perſonating * ꝗ— 
Their gods ridiculous, and themſelves paſt ſhame, 
Remove theit ſwelling epithets thick lad 
As varniſh on a hatlot's cheek, the reſt, | 
Thin ſowti with'ought of profit or delight, 345 
Will far be found unworthy to compare 
With Sion's ſongs, to all true taſtes excelling, 
Where God is praĩs'd atight, and yod-like men, 
The holieſt of holies, and his fiititsz 

Such are from God infpir'd, wot ſuch from thee, 350 
Unleſs where moral virtue is expreſs'd 

By light of Nature not in all quite loſt. 

Their oratots thou then extoll'ſt, as thoſe 

The top of eloquence, ſtatiſts indeed, 

And lovers of their country; as may den; 355 
But herein to our Prophets far bentath, * 
As men divively taught, and better — 

The ſolid rules dr civil eee . 

In their mat tic und ected Itłl tt 
Than all th' bratory of Greete and We wow 4900 
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In them is plaineſt taught, and eaſieſt learnt, 
What makes a nation happy, and keeps it ſo, 
What ruins Kingdoms, and lays cities flat: 
[Theſe only with our law beſt form a king 1 
80 ſpake the Son of God; but Satan/now' + 365 

Quite at a loſs, for all his darts were ſpent, 
Thus to our Saviour with ſtern brow. rephy d. 

Since neither wealth, nor honor, arms nor arts, 
Kingdom nor empixe pleaſes thee, nor ought, 
By me propos d in life contemplative 370 
Or active, tended on by glory, or fame. 
What doſt thou in, this world ? the wilderneſs 
For thee is fitteſt place; I found thee there, 
And thither will return thee ; yet remember 
What | foretel thee, ſoon thou ſhalt, have cauſe | 375 
To wiſh:thou eee Y es 
Nicely or cautiauſly;my offer d ad. " A 
Which would have ſet thee. in ſhort time with * 
On David's throne, ox throne of all the world, 
Now at full age, fulneſs of time, thy — oſt 
When prophecies. of thee are beſt fulfill . 
Now contrary, if I read ought i in Heaven, a 
Or Heav'n write, ought of Fats, by, what the tas 5 
Voluminous, or 299 of nid 1A 
In their cen inn tion met, give me ell. 355 
Sorrows, and labors, Spoſition, hate rin ße 
Attends thee, ſcorns, æepraacheg inimi cs, 
Violence and ſtipes, and laſtly eruel deathi; 

2 


8 2 


Back IV. 
A kingdom they portend thee, but what kingdom, 
Real or allegoric I diſcern not, 399 
Nor when, eternal ſure; as without end, | 
Without beginning; for no date prefix'd 


Pirects me in the ſtarry rubric ſet. 
So ſay'ing he took (for ſtill he knew his power 
Not yet expir'd) and to the wilderneſs 395 


Brought back the Son of God; and left him there, 
Feigning to diſappear, Darkneſs now raſe, 

As day-light fank, and brought in luring Night 
Her ſhadowy offspring, un ſubſtantial both, 


Privation mere of light and abſent day. 400 


Our Saviour meek and with untroubled mind 

After his aery jaunt, though hurried ſore, 

Hungry and cold betook him to his reſt, 

Wherever, under ſome coneourſe of ſhades, 404 

Whoſe branchingarms thick intertwin'd might ſhield 

From deus and damps of night his ſhelter'd head, 

But telter'd flept in vain, fer at his head 

The Tempter watch'd, and ſoon with ugly dreams 

Diſturb'd his ſleep; and either tropic now 409 

Gan thunder, and both ends of Heav'n, the clouds 

From many a horrid rift abortive pour'd 

Fierce ran with lightning mix'd, water with fire 

In ruin reconeil*d : nor ſlept the winds 

Within their ſtony caves, but ruſh'd abroad 

From the four hinges of the world, and fell 415 
Felume III. G 
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On the vex'd wilderneſs, whoſe talleſt pines, 
Though rooted deep as high, and ſturdieſt oaks 
Bow'd their ſtiff necks, loaden with ſtormy blaſts, | 
Or torn up ſheer : ill waſt thou ſhrouded then, 


| O patient Son of God, yet only ſtood'ſt 420 : 
* Unſhaken; nor yet ſtay' d the terror there, a 
5 Infernal ghoſts, and helliſh furies, round q 
405 Environ'd thee, ſome howl'd, ſome yell d, ſomeſhriek' d, 

4 


1 Some bent at thee their fiery darts, while thou 

Satſt unappall'd in calm and ſinleſs peace. 425 
Thus paſs'd the night fo foul, till Morning fair 
Came forth with pilgrim ſteps in amice gray, 

Who with her radiant ſinger ſtill'd the roar | 
Of thunder, chas d the clouds, and laid the winds, 
And griſly ſpectres, which the Fiend had rais'd 430 
To tempt the Son of God with terrors dire. 
And now the ſan with more eſſectual beams 

Had cheer'd the face of Earth, and dry'd the wet 
From drooping plant, or dropping tree; the birds, 
Who all things now behold more freſh and **. 
After a night of ſtorm ſo ruinous, 436 
Clear'd. up their choĩeeſt notes in buſh and ſpray 

To gratulate the ſweet return of morn; 

Nor xet amidſt this joy and brighteſt morn | 
Was abſent, after all his miſchief done, 440 
The Prince of Darkneſs, glad would alſo ſeem 

Of this fair change, and to our Saviour came, 
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Yet with no new device, they all were ſpent, 
Rather by this his laſt affront reſolv'd, 
Deſp'rate of better courſe, to vent his rage, 445 
And mad deſpite to be ſo oft repell'd. ne 
Him walking on a ſunny hill he found, 
Back d on the north and weſt by a thick wood; 
Out of the wood he ſtarts in wonted ſhape, 
And in a careleſs mood thus to him faid. 450 
Fair morning yet betides thee, Son of God, 
After a diſmal night; I heard the wrack 
As carth and ky would mingle; but myſelf 
Was diſtant; and theſe flaws, though mortals fear them 
As dang'rous to the pillar'd frame of Heav'n, 455 
Or to the Earth's dark baſis underneath,” 
Are ts the main as inconſiderable 
And harmleſs, if not wholefome, as & ſneeze 
To man's {eſs univerſe, and ſoon are gone; 
Yet as being oft times noxious where they light 460 
On man, beaſt, plant, waſteful and turbulent, 
Like turbulemcies in th" affairs of men, 
"Over whoſe heads they roar, and ſeem to point, 
They oft fore-ſignify and threaten ill: . 
This tempeſt at this deſert moſt was bent; 465 
Of men at thee, for only thou here dwell'ſt. 
Did I not tell thee, if thou didſt reject 
The perfect ſeaſon oſſer d with my aid 
"I's win thy deſtin'd frat, but wilt prolong 
G ij 
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All ts the puſh. of Fate, purſue thy way 470 
Of gaining David's throne no man knows when, 
For both the when and how is no where told, 

Thou ſhalt be what thou art ordain d, no doubt; 
For angels have proclam' d it, but concealing 
The time and means: each act is rightlieſt done, 475 
Not when it muſt, but when it may be beſt. 

If thou obſerve not this, be ſure to find} 

What 1 foretold thee, many a hard aſſay 

Of dangers, and advexſities, and pains, 


Ere thou of Iſrael's ſcepter get faſt hold; 480 
Whereof this oniinous night that clos d thee round, 
go many terrors, voices, prodigies 


May warn thee, as à ſure fore- going 187. . 
So talk'd he while the Son of God went on 
And ſtay'd not, but in brief him anſwer' d thus. 485 
Me worſe than wet thou find'ſt not; other harm 
Thoſe terrots which thou ſpeak ſt of did me none; 
I never fear d they could, though hoiſing loud 
And threatiing nigh ; what they can do as ſigns 
Betokening, or ill boding, I. contemn 490 
As falſe portents, not ſent from God, but thee; 
Who knowing I ſhall reign paſt thy preventing, 
Obtrud'ft thy offer'd aid; that l accepting 
At leaſt might ſeem to hold all power of thee, 
Ambiticus ſpirit, and wouldſt be thought my God, 
And ſtorm'ſt refus'd, thinking to terrify 496 
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Me to thy will; deſiſt, thou art diſcern d , 
And toil'ſt in vain, nor me in vain moleſt. 

To whom the Fiend now ſwoln with rage reply'd. 
Then hear, O Son of David, Virgin-born; 5oo 
For Son of God to me is yet in doubt: 

Of the Meſſiah I have heard foretold 
By all the Prophets; of thy birth at length 
Announc'd by Gabriel with the firſt I knew, 
And of th' angelic ſong in Bethlehem field, 505 
On thy birth-night, that ſung thee Saviour born. 
From that time ſeldom. have I ceas'd to eye 
Thy infancy, thy childhood, and thy youth, 
Thy manhood laſt, though yet in private bred ; 
Till at the ford of Jordan whither all 510 
Flock to'the Baptiſt, I among the reſt, 
Though not to be baptiz'd, by voice from Heav'n 
Heard thee pronounc'd the Son of God belov'd. 
Thenceforth I thought thee worth my nearer view 
And narrower ſcrutiny, that I might learn 515 
In what degree or meaning thou art call'd 
The Son of God, which bears no ſingle ſenſe; 
The Son of God I alſo am, or was, 
And if I was, I am; relation ſtands; - 
All men are fons of God; yet thee I thought 520 
In ſome reſpect far higher ſo declar'd. 
Therefore I watch'd thy footſteps from that hour, 
And follow'd thee ſtill on to this waſte wild; 

G ii 


A * 


nm 


mo TO _ 


G en. — 


DP a wor rom —g we > tp om » — 


<< 


N 


4 
2 


r 2 dine net ant EE LIONS aL 3 


#4 og, 


— hes roms ate 22S {et 


fo 
3 


178 FARADISE REGAIN'D. Bock IV. 
Whete by all beſt conjectures I , 

Thou art to be my ſatal enemy. _ $25 
Good reaſon then, if I before · hand ſeek 

To underſtand my adverſary, Who 


And what he is; his wiſdom, power, intent; 
By parl, or compoſition, truce, or league 


To win him, ot win from: bim what. Ic. $30 


And opportunity. I here have had 

To try thee, ſiſt ther, and-confels . found thee 

Proof againſt all temptation, as à rock | 

Of adamant, and as a Center, firm. 

To th' utmoſt of mere man both wiſe and good. 53s 

Not more; for honots, riches, kingdoms, glory 

Have been befare eontemn'd, and may again: 

Therefore to know what more. thou art than man, 

Worth naming Son of God by voice from Heav'n; 

Another method I muſt now begin. 40 
So ſay ing he caught him up, and „bent wing 

Of hippogrif bore through the air ſublime 

Over the wilderneſs and'o'er the plain; 

Till underneath them fair Jeruſalem, 

'The holy city lifted. high her towers, . _ ' 545 

And higher yet the glorious temple rear d 

Her pile, far off appearing like a mount 

Of alabaſter, topt with golden fpires : 

here on the higheſt pinnacle he ſet 

The Son of God, and added thus in ſcorn. 
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There ſtand, if thou wilt ſtand; 3 
Will aſk thee ſkilly 1 to thy Father's houſe 
Have broughttbee', and higheſt plac d, kigheſis de, 
Now ſhow thy progeny ; if not to ſtand, 

Caſt thyſelf down; ſafely, if Son of God: 555 
For it is written, He will give o mand 
Concerning thee to his angels, in their hands 

They ſhall pp lift thee, leſt at any time 

Thou chance to.dalh thy foot againſt a ſtone. _ 

To whom thus Jeſus; Alſo it is written, 560 
Tempt not the Lord thy God: he ſaid and ſtood : 
But Satan ſmitten with amazement fell. 

As when Earth's ſon Anteus (to compare 
Small things with greateſt) in Iraſſa ſtrove 


With Jove's Alcides, and oft foil d ſtill roſe, 565 


Receiving from his mother Earth new ſtrength, 
Freſh from his fall, and fiereer grapple join d, 
Throttled at length in th air, expir d and fell; 

So after many a foil the Tempter proud. 
Rene wing freſn aſſuults, amidſt his pride 370 
Fell whener he ſtood to ſec his Victor fall. 

And as that Theban monſter that propos d 

Her riddle , and him who ſolv d it not devour d, 
That once found out and ſolv'd, for grief aud ſpite 
Caſt herſelf headlong from th Iſmenian ſteep; 578 
So ſtruck with dreatt and anguiſh fell the Fiend, 
And to his crew, that ſat conſulting, broughi 
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80 PARADISE RTOAIN'D. 
Joyleſs triumphals of his hop'd ſucceſs, 
Ruin, and deſperation, and diſmay, y, 
Who durſt fo proudly tempt the Son of God. 5Bo 
So Satan fell; and ſtrait a fiery globe 

Of angels on full fail of wing flew nig, 

Who on their plumy vans receiv'd him ſoft 

From his uneaſy ſtation, and up bore *' 

As on a floting couch through the blithe air, 58g 
Then in a flow'ry valley ſet him down - 

On a green bank, and ſet before him ſpread 

A table of celeſtial food, divine, 7 

Ambroſial fruits, fetch'd from the tree of Life, 
And from the fount of Life ambroſial drink, 590 
That ſoon refreſh'd him wearied, and repair d 
What hunger, if ought hunger had impair'd, 

Or thirſt; and as he fed, angelic quires 

Sung heav'nly anthems of his victory 


Over temptation, and the Tempter proud. 593 


True image of the Father, whether thron d 
In the boſom of Bliſs, and light of light 
Conceiving, or remote from Heav'n, inſhrin'd 
In fleſhly tabernacle, and human form, 


Wand'ring the wilderneſs, whatever place, 609 


Habit, or ſtate, or motion, ſtill expreſſing 
The Son of God, with God-like force indued 
Againſt th' attempter of thy Father's throne, 
And thief of Paradiſe; him long of old 
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Thou didſt debel, and down from Heaven caſt 60 
With all his army, now thou haſt aveng d 
Supplanted Adam, and by vanquiſhing 
Temptation, haſt regain d loſt Paradiſe, 

And fruſtrated the conqueſt fraudulent: | 
He never more henceforth. will date ſet foot 610 
In Paradiſe tu tempt; his ſnares are btoke : 

For thaugh that ſeat of earthly bliſs be fail'd, 

A fairer Paradiſe is founded now 

For Adam and his choſen ſons, whom thou 

A Saviour art come down to re-inſtal 615 
Where they ſhall dwell ſecure, when time ſhall be, 
Of Tempter and temptation without fear, 

But thou, infernal Serpent, ſhalt not long 

Rule in the clouds; like an'autumnal ſtar 

Or lightning thou ſhalt fall from Heav'n, trod down 
Under his feet: for proof, ere this thou feel'ſt 621 
Thy wound, yet not thy laſt and deadlieſt wound, 
By this repulſe receiv'd, and hold'ſt in Hell 

No triumph; in all her gates Abaddon rues 

Thy bold attempt; hereafter learn with awe 625 
To dread the Son of God: he all unarm'd 

Shall chaſe thee with the terror of his voice 

From thy demoniac holds, poſſeſſion foul, 

Thee and thy legions ;. yelling they ſhall fly, 

And beg to hide them in a herd of ſwine, 630 
Leſt he command them down into the Deep 
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| Bound, and to torment ſent before their time. | 
| Hail Son of the Moſt High, heir of both worlds, . 
Queller of Satan, on thy glorious work 

Now enter, and begin to ſave mankind. ' 635 } 
1 Thus they the 8on of God our Saviour meck 1 
Sung Victor, and from heav'nly feaſt refreſh'd 


| Brought on his way with joy; he unobſerv'd 1 
Home to his mother's houſe private return d. þ 
1 | - 25 nt! 
1 - The End of Paradiſe Regain'd, 2 
| | 13 e's 
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SAMSON AGONISTEsS, 


A DRAMATIC POEM. 


Tpayalia winnoi mpatir onda, Cc. 
Ariſtot. Poet. cap. 6. 
Tragoedia eſt imitatio actionis ſeriae, etc. per miſericordiam et merum 
perficiens talium affectuum 1luſtrationem. 


or THAT SORT OF | 
DRAMATIC POEM 


WHICH Is CALLED TRAGEDY. 


TRAGEDY, as it was anciently compos'd, hath been ever 
held the graveſt, moraleſt, and moſt profitable of all 
other poems : therefore ſaid by Ariſtotle to be of power 
by raiſing pity and fear, or terror, to purge the mind of 
thoſe and ſuch like paſſions, that is, to temper and reduce 
them to juſt meaſure with a kind of delight, ſtir'd up 
by reading or ſeeing thoſe paſſions well imitated. Nor is 
Nature wanting in her own effects to make good his af- 

ſertion : for ſo in phyſic things of melancholic hue and 

. quality are us'd againſt melancholy, ſour againſt ſour, ſalt 

to remove ſalt humors. Hence philoſophers and other gra- 

veſt writers, as Cicero, Plutarch and others, frequently 
cite out of tragic poets, bath to adorn and illuſtrate their 
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diſcaurſe. The Apeſtle Paul himſelf thought it not un- 
worthy to inſert a verſe of Euripides into the text of 
Holy Scripture, I Gor, xv. 33+; an Paræus commenting 
en the Revelation, divides the whole book as a tragedy, 


into afts diſtingui ſped each by a chorus of heavenly harp- 


ings and ſung bet ueen. Heretofore men in higheſt dignity 
have labor d nd à little to be thought able to compoſe a 


' tragedy. Of that honor Djanyſius the Elder uus 0 leſs 
ambitious than before of bis attaining to the tyranny. Au- 


guſtus Ceſar alſo had begun his Ajax, but unable to pleaſe 
bis own judgment with what he bad begun, left it unfi- 
niſh'd. Senecathe phileſopher is by ſome thought the author 
of thoſe tragedies ( at leaſt the beft of them ) that go under 
that name. Gregory Nazianzen, a Father of the Church, 
tbought it not unbeſeeming the ſanctity of his perſon to 


write a tragedy, which is intitled Chriſt Suffering. This 
is mention'd to vindicate tragedy from the ſmall eſteem, 
or rather infamy, which in the account of many it under- 


goes at this day with other common interludes; ba" ning 
through the poets error of intermixing comic ftuff with 


tragic. fadneſs and gravity; or introducing trivial and 


vulgar perfons, whith by all judicious hath been counted 


 ebſurd; and brought in without diſcretion, corrupt iy to 


gratify the people. And though ancient tragedy uſe no 
prologue, yet ufing ſometimes, in caſe of ſelf-defenſe, or 


explanation, that which Martial calls an epiſtle ; in be- 


half of this tragedy coming forth after the ancient manner, 
much di ferent from what among us PA es for beſt, thus 
: 


— —_— 
bs > . 
» 1 


/ [ 85 J 
' much before-hand may be epiſtled: that chorus is here 
N introduc d after the Greek manner, not ancient only but 
# modern, and ſtill in uſe among the Italians. In the mo- 
deling therefore of this poem, with good reaſon, the An- 
4 cients and Italians are rather follow'd, as of much more 
1 authority and fame. The meaſure of verſe us d in the 
| chorus is of all forts, call'd by the Greeks Monoſtrophic, 
or rather Apolelymenon, without regard had to Strophe, 
| Antiſtrophe, or Epod, which were a kind of ſtanzas fram'd 
| only for the muſic, then us'd with the chorus that ſung ; 
N nat eſſential to the poem, and therefore not material ; or 
being divided into ſtanzas or pauſes, they may be call d 
Allaoſtropha. Diviſion into aft and ſcene referring chiefly 
| to the flage (to which this Work never was intended) is 
| bere omitted. | 
It fuffices if the whole drama be found not produc d beyond 
the fifth aft. Of the ſtile and uniformity, and that com- 
monly cull d the plot, whether intricate or explicit, which 
is nothing indeed but ſuch economy, or diſpoſition of the 
fable as may ſtand beſt with verſimilitude and decorum ; 
they only will beſt judge who are not unacquainted with 
Aſclylus, Sophocles, and Euripides, the three tragic poets 
unequaPd yet by any, and the beſt rule to all who ende vor 
to write tragedy. The circumſcription of time, wherein 
the whole drama begins and ends, is according to ancient 
rule, and beſt example, within the ſpace of twenty-four 
hours. 
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SAMSON., Lo 
Manoan, the Father of Samſon. 
Dailla, his Wife. 5 
Hararna of Gath. Þ of 
Public Officer. | 

Meſſenger. 

Chorus of Danites. 


The S$cxns before the Priſon in Gaza, 


= 
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SAMSON AGO Es. 
Che Argument. 


| Yamfon made captive, blind, and now In the prifbn at Gaza, there to 
| labor a5 in a common workhonſe,on a feſtival day, in the general ceſ- | 
| ſation from labor, comes forth into the open alr. to a place nigh, ſome. | 
what rerir'd, there to fit a while and bemoan his coudition. Where 

he happens at length to be viſited by certain friends and equals of | 

his Tribe, which make the Chorus, who ſeek to comfort him what 

they can; then by his old father Manoah, who endevors the like, and 

withal tells him his purpoſe to procure his liberty by ranſom; laſtly, 

that this feaſt was proclam'd by the Philiſtines as a day of thankſ- 

| giving for their deliverance from the hands of Samſon, which yet 
| more troubles hirn. Manoah then departs to proſecute hi; endevor 
|; with the Philiſtine lords for Sauſon's redemption ; who in the mean 
K while is vilited by other perſons; and laſtiy by a public officer to 
require his cominy to the feaſt before the lord and people, to play 

or ſhow his ſtrength in their preſence ; be at firſt refuſes, diſmiſſing 

the public officer with abſolute denial to come ; at length perſuaded 
inwardly that this was from God, he yietds to: go along with him, 
who came now the ſecond time with great thrcatuings to fetch him: 

the Chorus yet remaining on the place, Manoah returns full of joy- 
ful hope, to procure ere long his ſans, detiverance : in the midſt of 

which diſcourſe an Hebrew comes in haſte, confuſedly at firſt, and 

a afterward more diſtinctiy relating the cataſtrophe, what Samſon nad 

| done to the Philiſtines, and dy accident to himſelf ; wherewith the 

} tragedy ends. g 11 E 


0) (6AMSON. | | 
Atarvim onward tend thy guiding band angel +0 
To theſe dark eps; a little further ou; & 
For yonder bank hath choice of ſun or ſnade: 
There I am ut to Gt, when any chanſee 
Relieves me tm my taik'of ſervile toll, 8 
Daily in the common priſun elſe injoin d me, 
Where I a priſoner chain d, ſcarte freely dia 
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From off the altar, where an offering bund, 


Why was my breeding order d and preſcrib'd 30 
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88 SAMSON AGONISTES, 


The air impriſon d alſo, cloſe and damp, 
Unwholeſome draught : but here I feel amends, 


The breath of Heay'n freſh blowing, pure and ſweet, 
With day-ſpring born; here leave me to * — IX 3 
This day a ſolemn feaſt the people bold 8. 1 
To Dagon their ſea· idol, and forbid” - MR \ 
Laborious works; unwillingly this reſt 4 

Their ſuperſtition yields me; hence with have > { 
Retiring from the popular noiſe, I ſeek. | 


This unfrequented place to find ſome ae” | N 


Eaſe to the body ſome, none to the mind 
From reſtleſs thoughts, that like a deadly "IN N 

Of hornets arm d, no ſooner found alone, 40 ; 
But ruſh upon me thronging, and preſent 

Times paſt, what once I was, and what am now. 

O wherefore was my birth from Heav'n Jorctold _ 

Twice by an angel, who at laſt in ſight 

of dach py; parejics ally Nag Ace pc nA 


As in a fiery column charioting 
His god-like preſence, - + AIRS : 
Or benefit reveal d to Abraham's race? 1 7 77 


As of a perſon: ſeparate to Gd. 
Deſign d for great exploits; if I muſt die 

Retray'd, captiv'd) and both my eyes bat ent, 

Made of my enemies the ſcorn and gaze; Hate 
To griad iu hraxen fetters under tax 85 
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$A MSON AGONISTEOc 89 


With this Reagan geen forth | 
Fs Put to the labor of a beaſt, debas d | 


Lower than hond la ve! — 1. 
Should Iſrael from Philiftiant yoke deliver; 
Aſk for this great deliv erer now, and ſind him 40 
Eyeleſs in Gaza ut the mill with ſav es, 
Himſelf in bonds under Philiſtian yoke: 
Yet ſtay, let me not raſmly call in doubt 
Divine prediction; what if all forctold 
Had been fulfill'd but through mine own default, as 
| Whom haye1 to complain af but myſelf? 
Who this high gift of ſtrength committed to me, 
In what part lodg'd, how caſily bereft me, 
Under the ſeal of Silente quid not keep, % 
But weakly to a woman muſt reveal it, 30 
O' ercome with importunity and tears. | 
O impotence of mind, in body ſtrung!g 
But what is ſtrength without a double ſhare 
Of wiſdom, e. unwieldy, burdenſo me,, 
By weakeſt ſubtleties, not made to rule, 
. But to ſubſerve where Wiſdom bears mim! 
God, when he gave me ſtrength, to ſhow withal 
How ſlight the gift was, hung it in my hair. 
But peace, I muſt not quarrel with the will 69 
Of higheſt diſpenſation; which herein 
Haply had ends above my reach to know: 
Suffices that to me ſtrength is my bane, 

H iy 
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90 SAMSON '"AGONISTES, - 

And proves the ſource of all my miſeries ; ' 

So many, and fo huge, that each apart 65 
Would aſk a life to wail; but chief of all, 

O loſs of Sight, of thee I moſt complain ! 
Blind among enemies, O worſe than chains, 
Dungeon, or beggary, or decrepit age! 

Light the prime work of God to me is extint, 70 
And all her various objects of delight 

Annull'd, which eee ee eee 
Inferior to the vileſt now become f 

Of man or worm;' the vileſt here excel me, 

They creep, yet ſee; I dark in light expos d 75 
To daily fraud, contempt, abuſe, and wrong, | 
Within doors, or without, ſtill as a fool, 

In power of others, never in my ownz / | 

Scarce half I ſcem to live, dead more than half. 


O dark, dark, dark, amid the blaze of . 50 


Irrecoverably dark, total eclipſe - 

Without all hope of day A 

Q firſt created Beam, and thou great Word, 

Let there be Light, and light was over all; 

Why am I gr 65" ** — 85 
The fun to me is dark ? | | 
And ſilent as the moon, 

When ſhe deſerts the night 

Hid in her vacant interlunar cave. 


Since light ſo neceſſary is to life, 5 90 


And almoſt life itſelf, if it bę true 


— 
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abi light is in the ſoul, 

She all in every part; why was the . 

To ſuch a tender ball as th eye conſin' d, 

So obvious and ſo eaſy to be quenehdꝰ 95 
. And not as feeling through all parts diffus d. 
That ſhe might look at will through every pore ? 
Then had I not been thus exil'd from light, 

As in the land of Darkneſs yet in licht, rs 
| To live a life half dead, a living death, 100 
f And bury'd; but O yet more miſerable! 
| Myſelf my ſepulchre, a moving grave, | 

| Bury'd, yet not exempt - 


By privilege of death and burial | 

From worſt of other evils, pains and wrongs, 105 

| But made hereby obnoxious more 

\ Te all the miſeries of lifs, It 6: 

| Life in captivity 

* Among inhuman foes. 1 

| But who dro theſe? for with jolnt pace Tear 110 

| The tread of many feet ſteering this way; 

Perhaps my enemies who come to ſtare 

At my affliftion, and perhaps to' inſult, 

Their daily practice to afflift me more. 
Caor. This, this is he; ſoftly a Wang, 115 

| Let us not break in upon him; f b 2 4 

| O change beyond report, thought, or belief! 

See how he lies at random, careleſly diffus'd, 

With languiſh'd head unpropt, 
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9 $AMSON AGONISTES. 


As one paſt hope, abandon'd, 

And by himſelf given over; 

In ſlaviſh habit, Jl-ftted weeds 

O'er-worn and ſoil d; TY 

Or do my eyes miſrepreſent ? Can this be he, 


That heroic, that renown'd, ; 123 


Irreſiſtible; Samſon ? whom d 

No ſtrength of man or ſierteſt wild beaſt — with- 
Who tore the lion, as the lion tears the kid, (ſtand; 
Ran on imbatteFd armies elad in ron, 

And weaponleſs himſelf, 130 
Made arms ridiculous, uſeleſs the fans - | 

Of brazen ſhigld and ſpear, the kammer'd cuiraſs, 
Chalybean temper d ſteel, 2 
Adamantean pro; | 
But ſafeſt he who ſtood aloof, | | 135 
When inſupportably his foot advanc'd, - 


In ſcorn of their proud arms and warlike tools, 


Spurn'd them to death by troops. Ihe bold Aſcalonite 
Fled from his lion ramp, old warriors turn - 
Their plated backs under his heel; 1240 
Or grov ling ſollꝰd their ereſted helmets in the duſt. 
Then with what trivial weapon came to hand, 

The jaw of a dead aſs, his ſword of bone, 
A thouſand fore- k ins fell, the flower of Paleſtine, 
In Ramath-lechi famous to this day. 145 


Ihen by main force pull'd up, and on his ſhoulders 


The gates of Azza, poſt, and muſſy bar, [bore 
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f $AMSON AGONTSTES; 93 
AN by Hebron, ſeat of giants old, 
4 ourney of a Sabbath-day, and loaded ſo; 
e whom the Gentiles feign/to — — ae n. 
aich ſhall I firſt bewail, - 151 
Thy bondage or loſt ſight, | 
Priſon within priſon | 
Inſeparably dax? | | 
Thou art become (O worft impriſonment!) 155 
The dungeon of thyſelf; thy ſoul 
(Which men enjoying ſight oft without cauſe com- 
Impriſon'd now indeed, - ſplain) 
ln real darkneſs of the body dwells,  -  - 
Shut up from outward light yo 7: 16 8660 
To e e eee ru. 
For inward light, alas! | | 
0 Puts forth no viſual beam. ant 
N O mirror of our fickle ſtate, 1 1 
| Since man on earth unparallel d? bnyot d 01 63 
The rarer thy example ſtands, 
ö ober auch rm usenet u, 
Strongeſt of mortal men, 
To bean ich of abject ortane thou art fall'n. 
For him I reckon not in high eſtate. + #1 +896 
Whom long deſcent of birth bann nee c 
Or the ſphere of fortune raiſes; 
But thee whoſe ſtrength, while Virtue was her mate, 
Might have ſubdued the earth, 
Unjverfally crown d with higheſt e 175 
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99 SAMSON - AGONISTES; 


SAM. I hear the found of words, their ſenſe the air 
Diſſolves unjointed ere it teach my car. 

Cox. He ſpeaks, let us draw nigh. Matchleſs in 
The glory late of Iſrael, now the grief; [ might, 
We come thy friends and neighbours not unknown 


From Eſhtaol and Zora's 2 | 181 
To viſit or bewail thee, or if better, 
Counſel or conſalativn we tay-lhng;! 
—— — As 
The tumors of a troubled ming. 155 
And are as balm to feſter'd wounds. - 

Sau. Your coming, —— Gr Hearn 
Now of my own experience, not by talk, —_ 


How counterfeit à coin they are who friends 

Bear in their ſuperſcription, (of the moſt 190 
I would be underſtood) in proip tous days... 
They ſwarm, but in adverſe-withdraw their head, 
Nat to be found, though ſought. Ie ſee, O Friends, 
How many evils have inclos d me round 194 
Yet that which was the worſt now leaſt afflicts me, 
Blindneſs, for had I ſight, cunfus d with ſhame, 
How could I once look up, or heave the head, 

Who like a fooliſh pilot have ſhipwrack'd: cd 

My veſſel truſted to me from' above, 


Glorioully rigg'd; and for a word, à tear, 200 


Fool, have dirulg d the ſecret gift of Gd 
To a deceitful woman? tell me; Friends, 
Am I not ſung and proverb'd fot a fol 
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zanson AGONISTS; 95 
In every ſtreet ? do they not ſay, How well 
Are come upon him his deſerts? yet why? 204 
Immeaſurable ſtrength they might bchold 
In me, of wiſdom nothing more than mean; 
This with the other ſhould, at leaſt, have pair d, 
Theſe two propertian'd ill drove me tranſverſe. 

Cnox. Tax not divine diſpoſal; wiſeſt men 219 
Have err'd, and by bad women been deceiy'd; | 
And ſhall again; pretend they neer ſo wile. 

Deject not then ſo overmuch thyſelf, 

Who haſt of ſorrow thy full load beſides; 

Yet truth to ſay, I oft have heard men wonder 215 
Why thou ſhouldſt wed Philiftian women rather 
"Than of thine own tribe fairer, or as fair, 

At leaſt of thy on nation, and as noble. 

Sau. The firſt I ſawat Timna, and ſhe pleas'd 
Me, not my parents; that I fought ta wed 220 
The daughter of an inſidel: they knew not | 
That what I motion'd was of God; 1 knew 
From intimate impulſe, and therefore urg d 
The marriage on; that by occaſion hence ä 
I might begin lirael's dellverance, 224 
The work to which I was divinely call'd. 5 
She proving falſe, the next I took to wife 
(O that I never had? fond wiſh too'late,) 

Was in the'vale of Sorec, Dalila,” 
That ſpecious monſter, my accompliſh'd ſnare. 230 
thought it law fuł from my forrier act, . 
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96 SAMSON AGONISTES, 


And the fame end; ſtill watching to oppreſs 
Iſrael's oppreflors : of what now I ſuffer 


She was not the prime eauſe, but I myſelf, 


Who vanquiſh'd with a peal of words (O weakneſs !) 

Gave up my fort of ſilence to a woman. 236 
Cuox. In ſeeking juſt occaſion to provoke 

The Philiſtine, thy country's enemy, 

Thou never waſt remiſs, I bear thee witneſs : 2 
Yet Ifra#l ſtill ſerves with all his ſons. 240 
Sam. That fault I take not on me, but transfer 

On Iſrael's governors, and heads of tribes, 
Who ſeeing thoſe great acts, which God had done 
Singly by me againſt their conquerors, 


Acknowledg'd not, er not at all conſider d 245 


Deliverance offer d: I on th' other ſide 

Us'd no ambition te commend my deeds, 

The deeds themſelves, though mute, ſpoke loud the 
But they perſiſted deaf, and would not ſeem [doer ; 
To count them things worth notice, till at length 
Their lords the Philiſtines with gather'd powers 252 
Enter d Judea ſeeking me, who then 

Safe to the rock of Etham was retir'd, 

Not flying, but fore-caſting in what place 

To ſet upon them, what advantag'd beſt : 255 
Mean while the men of Judah, to prevent 

The harraſs of their land, beſet. me round; 

I willingly on ſome conditions came 

Into their hands, and they as gladly yield me 


o» ® eSKTA 


Rs, oY SE} fd + 


= TT IE 7 RT 


mW wg WW & . 0,3 + - 


SAMSON AGONISTES, 97 


To the uncircumcis'd' a welcome prey, 260 
Bound with two cords; but cords to me were threds 
Touch'd with the flame: on their whole hoſt I flew - 
Unarm'd, and with a trivial weapon fell'd 
Their choiceſt youth ; they only liv'd who fled. 
Had Judah that day'join'd, or one whole tribe, 265 
They had by this poſſeſsd the towers of Gath, 
And lorded over them whom they now ſerve : 
But what more oft in nations grown corrupt, 
And by their vices brought to ſervitude, 
Than to love bondage more than liberty, 270 
Bondage with caſe than ſtrenuous liberty; 
And to deſpiſe, or envy, or ſuſpect 
Whom God hath of his ſpecial favor rais'd 
As their deliverer; if he ought begin, 
How frequent to deſert him, and at-laſt 275 
To heap ingratitude on worthieſt deeds ? 
Cuonx. Thy words to my remembrance ny 
How Succoth and the fort of Penuel 
Their great deliverer contemn'd, 
The matchleſs Gideon in purſuit 280 
Of Madian'an@'her vanquiſh'd kings : ; 
And how ingrateful Ephraim 
Had dealt with Jephtha, who by argument, 
Not worſe than by his ſhield and ſpear, 
Defended Iſrael from the Ammonite, 285 
Had not his proweſs quell'd their pride | 
In that fore battel, when ſo many dy'd * 
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98 BAMSON AGONISTES. 
Without reprieve adjudg d to death, 
For want of well pronouncing Shibboleth. - 

Sam. Of ſuch examples add me to the roll, 290 
Me caſily indeed mine may neglect, 
But God's propos'd deliverance not fo, 

Cnok. Juſt are the ways of God, 

And juſtifiable to men; | 
Unleſs there be who think not God at all: 295 
If any be, they walk obſcure; | 
For of ſuch doſtrin never was there ſchool, 
But the heart of the fool, 
And no man therein doctor but himſelf. 
Vet more there be who doubt his ways not juſt, 
As to his own edidts found contratlifting, 30 
Then give the reins to wand ring thought, 
Regardleſs of his glory's diminntion ; 
Till by their on perplexities involr d 
They ravel more, ſtill leſs refoly'd, 305 
But never find ſelt-· ſatisfying ſolution. 

As if they would confine th' Interminable, 


And tie him to his own preſcript, 


Who made our laws to bind us, not llimfalf, 

And hath full right to' exempt 319 
Whom ſo it pleaſes him by choice 

From national obſtriction, without taint - 


Of fin, or legal debt; 


For with his own laws he can beſt difpenſe. 
He would not elſe who neyer wanted means, 313 
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Nor in reſpect of th enemy juſt cauſe 
To ſet his people free, | 
Have prompted this heroic Nazarite, 
Againſt his vow of ſtricteſt purity, 
To ſeek in marriage that fallacious bride, 320 
Unclean, unchaſte. 
© Down Reaſon then, at leaſt vain mann down, 
Tbough Reaſon. here aver 
That moral verdict quits her of unclean : 
Unchaſte was ſubſequent, her ſtain not his. 325 
But ſee here oomes thy reverend ſire 
With careful ſtep, locks white as down, 
Old Manoah : adviſe | „ e 
Forthwith how thou ought' ſt to receive him. 
Sau. Ay me, another inward grief awak d 330 
With mention of that name renews th' aſſault. 
© Man. Brethren and men of Dan, for ſuch ye ſeem, 
Though. in this uncouth place; if old reſpect, 
As I ſuppoſe; towards your once glory'd friend, 
My ſon now captivate, hither hath .inform'd' 335 
Your younger feet; while mine caſt back arts 
Came lagging after; ſay if he be here. 
Cuox. As ſignal now in low dejeted tate"! | 
As erſt in high eſt, behold him where'ke lies. 
Max. O miferable change! is this the man, 340 
That invincible Samſon, far renouowẽon d. 
The dread of Iſrael's foes, who with a os” 
Equivalent to angels walk d their ſtreets, 
ly 
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None offering fight ; who ſingle combatant 

Duel'd their armies rank'd in proud array, 343 
Himſelf an army, now unequal math | 
To fave himſelf againſt a coward arm'd. 

At one ſpear's length. O ever-failing truſt 

In mortal ſtrength! and oh what not in man | 
Deceivable and vain? Nay what thing good 350 
Pray'd for, but often proves our woe, our bane? _ 
I pray'd for children, and thought barrenneſs 

In wedlock a reproach; I gain'd a ſon, 

And ſuch a ſon as all men hail'd me happy ; 

Who would be now a father in my ſtead ? 358 
O wherefore did God grant me my requeſt, Q 
And as a bleſſing with ſuch pomp adorn'd ? 

Why are his gifts deſirable, to tempt  _ 

Our earneſt pray'rs, then giv'n with ſolemn hand 


As graces, draw a ſcorpion's tail behind? 360 


For this did th' angel twice deſcend ? for this 
Ordain'd thy nurture holy, as of a plant 

Select, and ſacred, glorious for a while, 

The miracle of men; then in an hour 

Inſnar'd, aſſaulted, overcome, led bound. 365 
Thy foes' deriſion, captive, poor and blind, 

Into a dungeon thruſt, to work with ſlaves? 

Alas methinks whom God hath choſen once 

To worthieſt deeds, if he through frailty err, 

He ſhovld not fo o erwhelm, — 370 
Subject him to ſo foul indignities | — 
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Be? jt but for honor's ſake of former deeds. 

Sau. Appoint not heav'nly diſpoſition, Father; 
Nothing of all theſe evils hath befall'n me 
But juſtly ; IL myſelſ have brought them on, 375 
Sole author I, ſole cauſc : if ought: ſeem vile, 
As vile hath been my folly, who' have profan'd 
The myſtery, of God giv n me under pledge 
Of vow, and have betray d it to a woman, - 1 
A Canaanite, my faithleſs enemy. 380 
This well I Knew, nor was at all ſurpris d, 
Nut warn' d by oft experience: did not ſhe 
Of Timna firſt betray me, and reveal | 
The ſecret wreſted from me in her highth 
Of nuptial love profefs'd, carrying it ſtrait 383 
To them who had cortupted her, my ſpies, 
And rivals? In this other was there found 
More faith, who alſo in her prime of love, 
Spouſal embraces, vitiated with gold, 
Though oſſer d only, hy the ſent conceiv'd 390 
Her ſpurious firſt-born, treaſon againſt me? 
Thaice ſhe aſſay d with aflattering pray rs and. ſighs, 
And amotous reproaches, tu in from me 
My capital ſceret, in what, part my ſtrength | 
Lay ſtor'd, in whatpartfumm'd, that ſhe might know 
Thrice I deludgd her, and turn'd to ſport 396 
Iſer importunity, each time perceiving 
How openly. and with what impudence 
She purpes'd to bettay me, and (which was worſe 
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Than undiſſembled hate) with what contempt 400 
She ſought to make me traitor to myſelf; 

Yet the fourth time, when muſt' ring all her wiles, 
With blandiſh'd parlies, femenine aſſaults, 

Tongue batteries, ſhe ſurceas d not day nor night 
To ſtarm me over- watch d, and weary d out, 405 
At times when men ſeek moſt repoſe and reſt, 411 
I yielded, and -unlock'd her all my heart, 

Who with a grain of manhood well refolv'd 

Might eaſily have ſhook off all her ſnares : 

But foul effeminacy held me yok d 410 
Her bond-ſlave; O indignity, O blot w 
To honor and religion! ſervile mind 

Rewarded well with ſervile puniſhment} - 

The baſe degree to which I now am fall'n, 


Theſe rags, this grinding is not yet ſo baſe 415 


As was my former ſervitude, ignoble, 
Unmanly, ignominious, infamous, 
True ſlavery, and that blindneſs worſe than this, 


That ſaw not how degenerately I ſerv'd. 419 


Max. I cannot praiſe thy marriage choices, Son, 
Rather approv'd them not; but thou didſt plead 
Divine impulſion prompting how thou 3 
Find ſome occaſion to infeſt our foes. - 

I ſtate not that; this I am ſire; our foes. 


Found ſoon occaſion thereby to make thee | m_ 


Their captive, and their triumph; thou the Gena) 
1 emptation found |, or over-potent charms _ _ - 
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To violate the ſaered truſt of Silence - * 

Depoſited within thee; which to have kept | 

Tacit was in thy power: true; and thou bear'ſt 430 

Enough, and more, the burden of that fault; 

Bitterly haſt thou paid, and ſtill art paying 

That rigid ſcore. A worſe thing yet remains, 

This day the Philiſtines a popular feaſt - ' 

Here celebrate in Gaza; and proclame 435 

Great pomp, and facrifice, and praiſes loud 

To Dagon, as their god who hath deliver'd 

Thee, Samſon, bound and blind into their hands, 

Them out of thine, who ſlew'ſt them many a ſlain. 

So Dagon ſhall be magnify'd, and God, 440 

| Beſides whom is no god, campar'd with idols 

Diſglorify'd, blaſphem'd, and had in ſcorn 

By the idolatrous rout amidſt their wine; 

Which to have come to paſs by means of thee, 

Samſon, of all thy ſufferings think the heavieſt, 445 

Of all reproach the moſt with ſhame that ever 

Could have befall'n thee and thy father's houſe. 
Sam. Father, I do acknowledge and confeſs 

That I this honor, I this pomp have brought 

To Dagon, and advanc'd his praiſes high 450 

Among the Heathen round; to God have brought 

Diſbonor, obloquy, and op'd'the mouths 

Of idoliſts, and atheiſts; have brought ſcandal 

To Iſrael, difidence of God, and doubt ' 

In feeble hearts, propenſe enough before 455+ 
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To waver, or fall off and join with idols 
Which is my chief affliction, ſhame and ſorrow, 
The anguiſh of my ſaul, that ſuffers not 
Mine eye to harbour ſleep, or thoughts to reſt. 
This only hope relieves me, that the ſtriſe 460 | 
With me hath end; all the-conteſ is now | | 
Twixt God and Dagon; Dagon hath'preſum'd, 
Me overthrown, to enter liſts with God, | | 
His deity comparing-and preferring ' | | 
Before the God of: Abraham. He, be ſure, 465 
Will not connive, or linger, tiuus ꝓrovok d, | | 
But will ariſe and his great name aſſert: | | 
Dagon mult ſop, and ſhall ere long receive | 
Such a diſcomſit, as ſhall quite deſpoil him h | 
Of all theſe boaſted trophies won on me, 470 N 
And with confuſion blank his: worſhippers. 
May. With cauſe this hope relieves thee, and theſe 
I-as a prophecy receive; for God, '» {words a 
Nothing more certain, will not long defer 0 
To vindicate the glory of his aa mne 475 l 
Againſt all competition, nur will long | 
Endure it doubtful whether God be Lord, 
Or Dagon. But for thee what ſhall he done ? ( 


Thou muſt not inthe mean while: here forgot 4 
Lie in this miſerable Joathſome pligt 480 
Neglected. 1 alrcadyhave:made war,. ( 
To ſome Philiftian lords, with whom to treat I 


Abont thy ranſome: well they may by this { 
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Have ſatisfy d their utmoſt of revenge 

By pains and ſlaveries, worſe than death inflicted 485 

On thee, who now no more canſt do them harm. 
SAM. Spare that propoſal, Father  fparethetroudle 

Of that ſolicitation; let me here | 

As I deſerve, pay on my puniſhment; 

And expiate, if poſſible, my crime, o 490 

Shameful garrulity. To have reveal'd 5 

Secrets of men, the ſecrets of a friend, 

How hainous had the fact been, how deſerving 

Contempt, and ſcorn of all, to be excluded 


All friendſhip, and avoided as a blab, - 43595 
The mark of fool ſet on his front? 

But I God's counſel have not kept, his holy ſecret * 
Preſumptuouſly have publiſh'd, impiouſly, 


Weakly at leaſt, and ſhamefully : a ſin 

That Gentiles in their parables condemn 500 
To their abyſs and horrid pains conſin d. 

Max. Be penitent and for thy fault contrite, 

But act not in thy own affliction, Son: | 

Repent the fin, but if the puniſhment 

Thou canſt ayoid, ſelf-preſervation bids og 
Or th' execution leave to high diſpoſal, | 
Thy penal forfeit. from thyſelf; perhaps 

God will relent, and quit thee all his debt; 

Who ever more approves and more accepts; 510 
(Beſt pleas'd with humble and filial ſubmiſſion) 
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Him who imploring mercy ſues for life, 

Than who ſell · rigorous chuſes death as due; 

Which argues over- juſt, and ſelf-diſpleas d 

For ſclf-offenſe,, more than for God offended. 515 

Reject not then what offer'd means; who know 

But God hath ſet before us, to return thee 

Home to thy country and his ſacred houſe, 

Where thou mayſt bring thy oſſerings, to avert 

His further ire, with pray' rs and vous renew'd? 520 
Sam. His pardori L' implore; but as for life, 

To what end ſhould I ſeek it? hen in ſtrength 

All mortals I excell'd, and great in hopes 

With youthful courage and magnanimous thoughts 

Of birth from Heav'n foretold and high exploits, 

Full of divine inſtinct, 1 e iges 

Of acts indeed heroic; far beyon! 

The ſons of Anak, famous now and — 

Fearleſs of danger, like a petty 'god' . 

walk ' d about admir'd of all and dteaded 530 

On hoſtile ground; none daring my affront. 

Then ſwoll'n with pride into the ſnare 1 fell 

Of fair fallacious looks; veneteal trains, 

Soften'd with pleaſute and voluptuous life; 

At length to lay: my head and hallbw'd: pledge 535 

Of all my ſtrength-ir- the laſtivious lap 

Of a decejtfal'concubine, who ſhore me 

Like a tame wether; all my preoious fleece, 

Then turn'd me out ridiculous; deſpoll d. 
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Strav'n, and diſarm d among mine enemies. 540 
Cuox. Deſire of wine and all delicious drinks, 
Which many a famous. warrior overturns, 
Thou couldſt repreſs, nor did the dancing ruby 
Sparkling, out-pour'd, the flavor, or the ſmell, 
Or taſte that cheers the heart of gods and men, 545 
Allure thee from the cool cryſtallin ſtream, 
Sau. Wherever fountain or freſh current flow'd 
Againſt the caſter ray, tranſlueent, pure 
With touch ethereal af Heav'n's fiery rod, 
I drank, from the clear milky juice atlaying «$550 
Thirſt, and refreſh'd; nor envy d them the grape 
Whoſe heads that turbulent liquor fills with fumes. 
Cuox. O madneſs, to think uſe of ſtrongeſt wines 
And ſtrongeſt drinks our chief fupport of health, 
When God with theſe forbidd'n made choice to rear 
His mighty champion, ſtrong above compare, 556 
Whoſe drink was only from the liquid brook. 
Sau. But what avail'd this temp*'ranee, not com- 


Againſt another obje& more enticing ? [plete 

What boots it at one gate to make defenſe, 560 
And at another to let in the foe, 

Eſſeminately vanquiſh'd ? by which means, 


Now blind, diſhearten'd, ſnam d, diſtonor d, quell'd, 
To what can I be uſeful, wherein ſerve 

My nation, and the work from Heav'n impos'd, 565 
But to ſit idle on the houſhold hearth, 

A burd'nous drone; to viſitants a gaze, 
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Or pity'd object, theſe redundant locks 

Robuſtious to no purpoſe cluſtring down, 

| Vain monument of ſtrength; till length of years 550 
And ſedentary numneſs craze my limbs 

To a contemptible old age obſcure ? 

Here rather let me drudge and earn my bread, 

Till vermin or the draff of ſervile food 

Conſume me, and oft-invoked death 575 
Haſten the welcome end of all my pains. 

Max. Wilt thou then ferve the Philiſtines with that 
Which was expreſly giv'n thee to annoy them? [gift 
Better at home lie bed-rid, not only idle, 

Inglorious, unemploy'd, with age outworn. 580 

But God who caus'd a fountain at thy prayer 

From the dry ground to ſpring, thy thirſt to' allay 

| After the brunt of battel, can as caſy 

Cauſe light again within thy eyes to ſpring, 

Wherewith to ſerve him better than thou haſt; 585 

And I perſuade me ſo; why elſe this ſtrength 

. Miraculous yet remaining in thoſe locks ? 

; | His might continues in thee not for nought, 

: Nor ſhall his wondrous gifts be fruſtrate thus. 

Sau. Allotherwiſeto me my thoughts portend, 590 
That theſe dark orbs no more ſhall treat with light, 

| Nor th' other light of life continue long, 

' But yield to double darkneſs nigh at band : 

So much I feel my genial ſpirits droop, | 

My hopes all flat, Nature within me ſeems 595 
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In all her functions weary of herſelf, 
My race of glory run, and race of ſhame, 
And I ſhall ſhortly be with them that reſt. 

Max. Believe not theſe ſuggeſtions which proceed 
From anguiſh of the mind and humors black, 609 
That mingle with thy fancy. I however 
Muſt not omit a father's timely care 
To proſecute the means of thy deliverance 
By ranſome, or how elſe : mean while be calm, 

And healing words from theſe thy friends admit, 

Sam. O that Torment ſhould not be confin'd 606 
To the body's wounds and fares, ' 

With maladies innumerable 

In heart, head, breaſt and reins; 

But muſt ſecret paſſage find 6x0 
To th' inmoſt Mind, 

There exerciſe all his fierce accidents, 

And on her purelt ſpirits prey, 

As on entrails, joints, and limbs, 

With anſwerable pains, but more intenſe, 615 
Though void of corporal ſenſe. 

My griefs not only pain me 
As a lingring diſeaſe, 

But finding no redreſs, ferment and rage, | 

Nor leſs than wounds immedicable 620 

Rankle, and feſter, and gangrene, 

To black mortification. | 

Thoughts my tormentors arm'd with deadly ſtings 
Volume II. K 
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Mangle my apprehenſive tendereſt parts, 
Exaſperate, exulcerate, and raiſe | 628 
Dire inflammation, which no cooling herb 
Or medicinal liquor can aſſwage, 
Nor breath of vermal air from ſhowy Alp. 
Sleep hath forſook and given me Oer 
To death's benumming opium as my only cure: 630 
Thence faintings, ſwootlings of deſpair, 
And ſenſe of Heav'n's deſertion, 
was his nurſling once and choice delight, 
His deſtin's from the womb, 
Promis'd by heay'nly meſſage twice deſcending. 635 
Under his ſpecial eye 
Abſtemious I grew up and thriv'd amain; 
He led me on to mightieſt deeds 
Above the nerve of mortal arm 
Againſt th* uncircumcis'd, our enemies: 649 
But now hath caſt me off as never known, 
And to thoſe cruel enemies, 
Whom I by his appointment had provok'd, 
Left me all helpleſs with th' irreparable leſs 
Of ſight, reſerr d alive to be repeated 644 
The ſubject of their cruelty or ſcorn. 
Nor am [ in the liſt of them that hope ; 
Hopeleſs are all my evils, all remedileſs; 
This one prayer yet remains, might I be heard, 
No long petition, ſpeedy death, 650 
The cloſe of all my miferics, and the balm, 
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Cnor. Many are the ſayings of the wiſe 
In ancient and in modern books inroll'd, 
Extolling patience 2s the tryelt fortitude ; 
And to the bearing well of all calamities, 655 . 
All chances incident to man's frail life, 
Conſolitaries writ 
With ſtudy'd argument, and much per nion ſought 


Lenient of grief and anxious thought: 

But with th' afſtied in his pangs their found 660 
Little prevails, or rather ſeems a tune 

Harſh, and of diſſonant mood froin his lain ; 
Unleſs he feel within 


Some ſource of conſolation from above, 
Secret refreſhings, that repair his en" 665 
And fainting: ſpirits pphold. 
God of our fathers, what is man! 
That thau tow'ards him with hand fo various, 
Or might I ſay contrarious, 
'Temper'{t thy providence through bis ſhort courſe, 


Not ey'nly, as thou rul ſt | 671 
Th' angelic orders and inferior creatyres mute, 
Irrational and brute. 

Nor do I name af men the common rout, 

That wand'ring looſe about 675 


Grow up and periſh, as the ſummer flie, 
Heads without name no more remember'd, 
But ſuch as thou haſt ſoleninly elected, 
With gifts and graces eminently adorn'd 
Ky 
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To ſome great work, thy glory, © 680 
And people's ſaſety, which in part they effet : 
Yet toward theſe thus dignify'd, thou oft 


- Amidſt their highth of noon 


Changeſt thy connt'aance,and thy hand with no rote 
Of higheſt favors paſt _ 685 
From es on them, or them to thee of ſervice. 

Nor only doſt degrade them, or remit 
To life obfenr'd, which were a fair diſmiſſion, 
But throw'ſt them lower than thou didſt exalt them 
Unſeemly falls in haman eye, [high, 
Too grievous for the treſpaſs or omĩſſion; 691 
Oft leav'ſt them to the hoftile ſword ot: 
Of Heathen and profane, their carcaſes 
To dogs and ſowls a prey, or elſe captiv'd; 
Or to th' unjuſt tribnnals, under change of times, 695 
And condemnation of th' ungrateful multitude. 
If theſe they ſcape, perhaps in poverty, 
With ſickneſs and diſeaſe thou bow'ſt them down, 
Painful diſeaſes and ad n 
In crude old age; | 700 
Though not diſordinate, yet canſeteſs fu ring 
The puniſhment of diffolute days: in fine, 
Juſt or unjuſt alike ſeem miſerable, 
For oft alike both come to evit end. 

So deal not with this once thy glotious champion, 
The image of thy ſtrength, and mighty miniſter. 706 
What do I beg? how haſt thou dealt already? e 


Ke 


JAMSON: AGONISTES, 113 


Behold him in this ſtate calamitous, and turn 
His labors, for thou canſt, to peaceful end. 

But v ho is this, what thing of ſea. or Aae 710 
Female of ſex it ſeems, | 
That ſo bedeck d, ornate, and g. 

Comes this way ſailing 

Like a ſtately ſhip U ne 1 210m 991 

Of Tarſus, bound for th' iles 715 

Of Javan or Gadire | | 

With i ee trim, in 41's 

Sails fill'd, and ſtreamers waving. 

Courted by all the winds that hold them play, 

An amber ſent of odorous perfſume ; 720 

Her harbinger, a damſel train behind; 

Some rich Philiſtian matron ſhe may ſecm, 

And now at nearer view, no other certain 

Than Dalila thy wife. 124 
SAM. My wife,my ttaitroſs,let her not come near me. 
Cnoxr. Yet on ſne moves, now ſtands and eyes t hee 

About t have ſpoke, hut now, with head declin'd (x d, 

Like a fair ſſower farcharg'd with dew, ſhe weeps, 

And words addreſs d ſeem into tears diſſolv d, 

Wetting the borders of her ſilken veil: 730 

But now again ſhe makes addreſs to ſpeak. 

Dar. With doubtful feet and wavering reſolution 

I came, ſtill dreading thy diſpleaſure, Samſon, 

Which to have merited, without excuſe, 

I cannot but acknowledge; yet if tears 735 

K il 
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May expiate (though the fact more evil drew 

In the perverſe event than I foreſaw) 

My penance hath not flaeken'd, though my v pardon 
No way aſſur'd. But conjugal aſſeoction | 
Prevailing over fear, and timorous doubt, 740 
Hath led me on deſirous to behold 4 
Once more thy face, and know of thy m_ 

If ought in my ability may ſer ves 

To lighten what thou ſuffer'ſt, and appeaſe 
Thy mind. with what amends is in my power, 745 
Though late, yet in ſome part ts reeompenſe 
My raſh but more unfortunate miſdeed- 

Sau. Out, out hyæna; theſe are thy wonted arts, 
And arts of every woman falſe ke thee, * 
Jo break all faith, all vows, deceive, betray, 750 
Then as repentant to ſubmit, beſcech, | ” 
And reconcilement move with feign'd remorſe, 
Confeſs, and promiſe wonders in her change, 

Not truly penitent, but chief to try | 
Her huſband, how far urg' d his patience bears, 755 
His virtue or weakneſs which way to aſſail: 
Then witk more cautions and inſtructed ſkill 

Again tranſgreſſes, and agahn ſubmits; 

That wiſeſt and beſt men full oft beguil'd 

With goodneſs principled not to reject 76⁰ 
The penitent, but ever to forgive, | 
Are drawn to wear out miſerable days; 

Latangled with a pois'nous boſom: ſnake, 
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As I by thee, to ages an example. 763 
Dar. Yet hear me, Samſon; not what endevor- 
To leſſen or extenuate my offenſe, "36 21 2A 


But that on'th” other ſide if it be weigh'd 

By itſelf, with aggtavations not ſurcharg'd, 

Or elſe with juſt allowance cormterpois'd; ' '' 770 
I may, if poſſible, thy pardon find | 1 
The eaſier towards me, or thy hatred leſs. 
Firſt granting, as I do, it was a weakneſs 

In me, but incident to all our ſex,' ' 
Curiolity, inquiſitive, importune : 775 
Of ſecrets,'then with like infirmity b H 
Io publiſh them, both common female faults: 

Was it not weakneſs alſo to make knoun 

For importunity, that is for nought, 

Wherein conſiſted all thy ſtrength and fafety? 780 
To what I did thou ſhowed'ſt me firſt the way. 
But I to enemies reveaF'd, and ſhould not: 
Norſbould'ſt thou have truſted that towoman' sfrailty: : 
Ere I to thee, thou to thyſelf waſt cruel. 

Let Weakneſs then with Weakneſs come to parle "Y 
So near related, or the ſame of kind, | 
Thine forgive mine; that men may cenſure thine 
The gentler, if ſeverely thou exact not | 
More ſtrength from me than in thyſelf was found. 
And what if love, which thou interpret*ſt hate, 790 
The jcalouſy of love, powerful of ſway 
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In human hearts, nor leſs in mind tom d thee, 
Caus d what I did? 1 ſaw thee mutable 434 

Of fancy, fear d leſt one day thou would ſt leave me 
As her at Timna, fought by all means nene 795 
How to indear, and hold ther to me feſt; 

No better way I ſaw than hy* importyning 

To learn thy ſecrets, get into my power // 

The key of ſtrength and ſafety: thou wilt ay, 
Why then xeveal'd? I was afſur'd by thoſe, 80 
Who tempted me, that nothing was deſign'd 
Againſt thee but ſafe cyſtody and hold: 

That made for me; I knew that liberty 

Would draw thee forth to perjloys enterpriſes, 
While Lat home ſat full of cares and fears, 80s 
Wailing thy abſence'in my widow'd bed;' 
Here I ſhould ſtill enjoy thee day and night 

Mine and Love's priſoner, not the Philiſtines, 
Whole to myſelf, unhazarded abroad, | | 
Fearleſs at home of partners in my love, 810 
Theſe reaſons in Love's law have paſt for good, 
Though fond and reafonleſs to ſome perhaps; 


And Love hath oft, well meaning, wrought much woe, 


Yet always pity” or pardon hath obtain'd. 

Be not unlike all others, nat auſtere 815 
As thou art ſtrong, inflexible as ſteel. 

If thou in ſtrength all mortals doſt execed, 

In uncompaſſionate anger do not ſo, 


Sam. How cunningly the ſorcereſs diſplays t 
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Her own tranſgreſſions, to upbraid me mine! 3820 
'That malice not repentance bronght thee hither, 

By this appears: I gave, thou fay'ſt, th' example, 

L led the way; bitter reproach, but true; 

1 to myſelf was falſe ere thou to me; | 

Such pardon therefore as I give my folly,” 825 
Take to thy wicked deed ; which when thou ſeeſt 
Impartial, (clf-ſevere, inexorable, 

Thou wilt renounce thy ſeeking, and much rather 
Confeſs it feign'd : weakneſs is thy excuſe, 

And I believe it, weakneſs to refiſt , | 830 
Philiſtian gold: if weakneſs may excuſe, : 
What murderer, what traitor, parricide, 
Inceſtuous, ſacrilegious, but may plead it? 

All wicketineſs is weakneſs: that plea therefore 
With God or man will gain thee no remiſſion. 835 
Put love conſtrain'd thee; call it furious rage 

To ſatisfy thy luſt: love ſeeks to have love; 

My love how could*ſt thou hope, who * the my 
To raiſe in me inexpiable hate 

Knowing, as needs I muſt, by thee detray'd? e 340 
In vain thoa'ſtriv'ſt to cover ſhame with ſhame, 

Or by evaſions thy crime uncover*ſt more. 

Dar. Since thou determin'{t weakneſs for no PLL 
In man or woman, though to thy own condemning, 
Hear what aſſaults I had; what ſnares beſides, 845 
What ſieges girt me round, ere I conſented; 

Which might have aw'd the beſt reſolv'd of men, 
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The conſtanteſt, to' have yielded without blame, 


It was not gold, as to my charge thou lay'ſt, 


That wrought with me : thou know'ſt the magiſtrates 

And princes of my country came in perſon, 851 

Solicited, commanded, threaten'd, urg d, | 

Adjur'd by all the bonds of civil duty | 

And of religion, preſs'd how juſt it was, 

How honorable, how glorious to intrap  Bgss 

A comman enemy, who had deſtroy'd | 

Such numbers of our nation : and the prieſt 

Was not behind, but ever at my ear, 

Preaching how meritorious with the gods _ 

It would be to inſnare an irreligious | 860 

Diſhonorer of Dagon: what had I ,  _ 

To oppoſe againſt fuch powerful arguments? 

Only my love of thee held long debate, 

And combated in ſilence all theſe reaſons 

With hard conteſt : at length that grounded maxim 

Sq rife and celebrated in the mouths 866 

Of wiſeſt men, that to the public good 

Private reſpects muſt yield, with grave authority 

Took full poſſeſſion of me and prevaild ; 

Virtue, as I thouglit, truth, duty ſo injoining-. 870 
Sam, I thought where all thy circling wiles would 


In feign'd religion, ſmooth hy pocriſy. lend; 


But had thy love, ſtill odiouſly pretended., 
Been, as it ought, ſincere, it would have taught thee 
Far other renſonings, brought forth other deeds, 875 
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I before all the daughters of my tribe 
And of my nation choſe thee from among 
My enemies, lov'd'thee, as too well thou knew'ſt, 
Too well, unboſom'd all my ſecrets to thee, 
Not out of levity, but over-power'd 880 
By thy requeſt, who could deny thee nothing; 
Let now am judg'd an enemy. Why then 
Didſt thou at firſt receive me for thy huſband, 
Then, as ſince then, thy country's foe profeſs'd ? 
Being orice a wife, for me thou waſt to leave 885 
Parents and country; nor was I their ſubject, 
Nor under their protection but my own, 
Thou mine, not theirs : if ought againſt my life 
'Thy country ſought of thee, it ſought unjuſtly, 
Againſt the law of Nature, law of nations, 899 
No more thy country, bat an impious crew | 
Of men conſpiring to uphold their tate 
By worſe than hoſtile deeds, violating the ends 
For which our country is a name { dear; 
Not therefore to be obey'd. But zeal mov d thee; 89 
To pleaſe thy gods thou didſt it; gods unable 
To' acquit themſelves and proſecute their foes 
But by ungodly deeds, the contradiction 
Of their own deity, gods cannot be 
Leſs therefore to be pleas'd, obey'd, or fear d. goo 
Theſe falſe pretexts and varniſh'd colors failing, 
Bare in thy guilt how foul muſt thon appear ? 

Dat. In argument with men a woman ever 
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Goes by the worſe, whatever be her cauſe. 

Sam, For want of words no doubt, or lack of breath; 
Witneſs when I was worried with thy peals. 906 
Dar. I was a fool, too raſh, and quite miſtaken 

In what 1 thought would have ſucceeded beſt. 

Let me obtain forgiveneſs of thee, Samſon, 

Afﬀord me place to ſhow what recompenſe 910 
Tow'ards thee I intend for what I have miſdone, 
Miſguided ; only what remains paſt cure 

Bear not too ſenſibly, nor ſtill inſiſt 

To' affli&t thyſelf in vain : though ſight be loſt, 

Life yet hath many ſolaces, enjoy d 915 
Where other ſenſes want not their delights 

At home in leiſure and domeſtic eaſe, 

Exempt from many a care and chance to which 
Eye-ſight expoſes daily men abroad. 

I to the lords will intercede, not doubting 920 
Their favorable ear, that 1 may fetch thee 

From forth this loathſome priſon-houſe, to abide 
With me, where my redoubled love and care 

With nurſing diligence, to me glad office, 
May ever tend about thee to old age 925 
With all things grateful cheer'd; and fo ſupply'd, 
That what by me thou' haſt loſt thou leaſt ſhalt miſs, 

SAM.' No, no, of my condition take no care; 

It fits not; thou and 1 long fince are twain: 

Nor think me ſo unwary or accurs d. 9230 
To bring my feet again into the ſnare 
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Where once I have been caught; I know thy trains 

Though dearly to my coſt, thy gins, and toils; 

Thy fair inchanted cup, and warbling charms 

No more on me have power, their force is null'd, 93 5 

So much of adder's wiſdom I have learn'd 

To fence my ear againſt thy ſorceries. | 

If in my flower of youth and ſtrength, when all men 

Lov'd, honor d, fear d me, thou alone could ſt hate me 

Thy huſband, ſlight me, ſell me, and forego me; 940 

How wouldſt thou uſe me now, blind, and thereby 

Deceivable, in moſt things as a child 

Helpleſs, thence eaſily contemn'd, and ſcorn'd, 

And laſt neglected? How wouldſt thou inſult, 

When I muſt live uxorious to thy will 945 

In perfect thraldom, how again betray me, 

Bearing my words and doings to the lords 

To gloſs upon, and cenſuring, frown or ſmile ? 

This jail I count the houſe of Liberty 

To thine, whoſe doors my feet ſhall never enter. 950 
Dal. Let me approach at leaſt, and touch thy hand. 
Sam. Not far thy life, leſt fierce remembrance wake 

My ſudden rage to tear thee joint by joint. 

At diſtance I forgive thee, go with that ; 

Bewail thy falſhood, and the pious works 955 

It hath brought forth to make thee memorable 

Among illuſtrious women, faithful wives: 

Cheriſh thy haſten'd widowhood with _ 01 

Of matrimonial treaſon: ſo farewel. 
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| Dat, I ſee thou att implacable, more deaf 960 


To prayers than winds and ſeas, yet winds to ſeas 
Are reconcil'd at length, and fea to ſhore: 

Thy anger, unappeaſable, ſtill rages, 

Eternal tempeſt never to be calm'd. 

Why do I humble thus myſelf, and ſuing 965 
For peace, reap nothing but repulſe and hate? 

Bid go with evil omen and the brand 

Of infamy upon my name denounc'd ? 

To mix with thy concernments I deſiſt 

Henceforth, nor too much diſapprove my own. 970 
Fame jf not double - fac'd is double mouth'd, 

And with contrary blaſt proclames moſt deeds; 

On both his wings, one black, the other white, 
Bears greateſt names in his wild aery flight. 

My name perhaps among the circumcis'd 975 
In Dan, in Judah, and the bordering tribes, 

To all poſterity may ſtand defam'd, 

With malediction mention'd, and the blot 

Of falſhood moſt unconjugal traduc'd. 


But in my country where I moſt deſire, 980 


In Ecron, Gaza, Aſdod, and in Gath, 

I ſhall be nam'd among the famouſeſt 

Of women, ſung at ſolemn feſtivals, 

Living and dead recorded, who to ſave 

Her country from a fierce deſtroyer; choſe 985 
Above the faith of wedlock-bands, my tomb 

With odors viſited and annual flowers; 
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Not leſs renown'd than in Mount + aro f 
Jael, who with inhoſpitable guile 
Smote Sifera ſleeping through the t nail. 999 
Nor ſhall I count it hainous to enjoy” 
The public marks of honor and reward 
Conferr'd upon me for the piety | | 
Which to my country I was judp'd to- have bonn. 
At this who ever envies or repines 995 
I leave him to his lot, and like my own. 7 
Cuox. She's gone, a manifeſt ſerpent by her "ſting 
Diſcover'd in the end, till now conceal d.- 
Sam. $0 let her go, God ſent her to debaſe me, 
And aggravate my ſolly, who committed ooo 
To ſuch a viper his moſt ſacred truſt 7-10) 


Of ſecrecy, my ſafety,” and my life. 
Cnonx. Yet beauty, though injurious, hath range 

After offenſe returning, to regain”! © [power, 

Love once polleſs'd; nor can be eafily' © Gy. 


Repuls'd, without-much inward paſſion felt 
And ſecret ſting of amorous remorſe. | 
Sam. Love-quarrels oft in pleaſing concord end, 
Not wedlock-treachery indang'ring life. | 
Cao. It is not virtue, wiſdom, valor, wit, 1010 
Strength, comelineſs of ſhape, or ampleſt — 
That woman's love can win or Dy en, 
But what it is, hard is to ay, | 
Harder to hit, 18: $1500 
(Which way ſoever men refer 1) 1015 
L ij 
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Much like thy riddle, Samſon, in one day 
Or ſev'n, though one ſhould muſing ſit. 
If any of theſe or all, the Timnian bride 
Had not ſo ſoon preferr'd 
Thy paranymph, worthleſs to thee ths; 1020 
Succeſlor in thy bed, 
Nor both ſo looſſy diſally d 
Their nuptials, nor this laſt fo treacherouſly 
Had ſhorn the fatal harveſt of thy head. 
Is it for that ſuch outward ornament To25 
Was laviſh'd on their ſex, that inward gifts 
Were left for haſte unfiniſh'd, judgment ſcant, 
Capacity not rais'd to apprehend _ 
Or value what is beſt 


In choice, but ofteſt to affect the wrong: ? 1030 


Or was too much of ſelf- love mix d, 

Of conſtancy no root infix'd, 

That either they love nothing, or not airy 
Whate'er it be, to wiſeſt men and beſt 

Seeming at firſt all heav'nly under virgin veil, 1035 

Soft, modeſt, meek, demure, 

Once join'd, the contrary ſhe proves, a thorn 


Inteſtin, far within defenſive arms 


A cleaving miſchief, in his way to virtue 

Adverſe and turbulent, or by her charms I040 
Draws him awry inflav'd 

With dotage, and his ſenſe deprav d 

To folly' and ſhametel deeds which ruin ends, 
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What pilot ſo expert hut needs muſt wrecx 

Imbark'd with ſuch a ſteers- mate at W 1045 
Favor d of Hearn who finds 

One virtuous rarely found, 

That in domeſtic good combines: ; 

Happy that houſe! his way to Wee . 

But virtue which breaks through all ene 050 

And all temptation can remove, ; 

Moſt ſhines and moſt is 3 abore. | 
Therefore God's univerſal la: 

Gave to the man deſpotic power is Moll! 

Over his female in due we, 1055 

Nor from that right to part an hour, l f 

Smile ſhe or lour: | | 

So ſhall he leaſt confuſion draw 

On his whole life, not ſway'd TYT: | 

By female uſurpation, or diſmay'd. 1060 
But had we beſt retire, 1 ſee a ſtorm? 
Sam. Fair days have oft contracted wind and rain. 
Cnon. But this another kind of tempeſt brings. 
Sam. Be lefs abſtruſe, my riddling days are paſt. 
Cuox. Look now for no inchanting voice, nor fear 

The bait of honied words; a rongher tongue 1066 

Draws hitherward, I know him by his ſtride, 

The giant Harapha of Gath, his look 4 

Haughty as is his pile high-built and proud. 

Comes he in peace? what wind hath blown him hither 

I leſs conjecture than when firſt Ifaw 1071 
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The ſumptuous Dalila floting this way: 

His habit carries peace, his brow defiance. | 
SAM. Or peace or not, alike to me he comes. 1074 
Cnox. Hisfraught weſoonſhallknow, he nowarrives. 
Ha. I come not, Samſon; to condole thy chance, 


As theſe perhaps, yet wiſh it had not been, 


Though for no friendly intent. Iam of Gath, 
Men call me Harapha, of ſtock renown'd | 


As Og or Anak and the Emims old 080 


That Kiriathaim held, thou know ſt me now 

If thou at all art known. Much I have heard 

Of thy prodigious might and feats perform'd 

Incredible to me, in this diſpleas d, 

That I was never preſent on the place 1085 

Of thoſe encounters, where we might have try d 

Each other's force in camp or liſted field ; 

And now am come to ſee of whom ſuch noiſe 

Hath walk'd about, and each limb to ſurvey, 

If thy appearance anſwer loud report. ICg0 
SAM. 'The way to know were not to ſee but taſte. 
Hax. Doſt thou already ſingle me? I thought 

Gyves and the mill had tam'd thee. O that Fortune 

Had brought me to the ficld, where thou art fam'd 

To'have wrought ſuch wonders with an afs's jaw; 1095 

I ſhould have forc'd thee ſoon with other arms, 

Or left thy carcaſe where the aſs lay thrown ; 

80 had the glory' of proweſs been recover'd 
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From the unforeſkin'd race, of whom thou bear ſt 
The higheſt name for valiant acts; that honor 1107 
Certain to' have won by mortal duel from thee, 
1 loſe, prevented by thy eyes put out. 
Sam. Boaſt not of what thou would'ſt have done, but 
What then thou would'ſt, thou feſt it in thy hand, [dg 
Has, To combat with a blind mad I diſdain, 1100 
And thou haſt need much waſhing to be touch d. 
Sa. Such uſage as your honorable lords 
Afﬀord me' aſſaſſinated and betray d, 
Who durſt not with their whole united powers 1110 
In fight withſtand me ſingle and unarm'd, 
Nor in the houſe with chamber ambuſhes 
Cloſe-banded durſt attack me, no not ſleeping 
Till they had hir'd a woman with their gold 
Breaking her marriage faith to circumvent me. 1115 
Therefore without feign'd ſhifts let be aſſign'd 
Some narrow place inclos'd, where ſight may give thee, 
Or rather flight, no great advantage on me; 
Then put on all thy gorgeous arms, thy helmet 
And brigandine of braſs, thy broad babergeon, 1129 
Vant-braſs and greves, and gauntlet, add thy ſpear, 
A weaver's beam, and ſev'n-times-folded ſhield, 
I only with an oaken ſtaff will meet thee, 
And raiſe ſuch outcries on thy clatter'd iron, | 
Which long ſhall not withhold me from thy head, 
That in a little time while breath remains thee, 1126 
Thou oft ſhall wiſh thyſelf at Gath to boaſt 
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Again in fafety what thou would'ſt have done 
To Samſon, but ſhalt never ſee Gath more. 

Hax. Thou durſt not thus diſparage glorious arms; 
Which greateſt heroes have in battle worn, 1131 
Their ornatment and ſafety, had not ſpellss 
And black inchantments, ſome Mayiciati's art, 
Arm'd thee or charm'd thee ſtrong, which thou from 
Feign'dſtatthy birth was giv'ntheeinthy hair, [Heav'n 
Where ſtrength can leaſt abide, though all thy hairs 
Were briſtles range like thoſe that ridge the back x 137 
Of chaf d wild boars, or ruffled porcupines. 

Sau. I know no ſpells, uſe no forbidden arts; 
My truſt is in the living God, who gave me 1140 
At my nativity this ſtrength, diſſus 
No leſs through all my ſinews, joints and bones, 
Than thine, while I preſerv'd theſe locks unſhorn, 
The pledge of my nnviolated vow.” 

For proof hereof,” if Dagon be thy god, 1147 
Go to his temple, invocate his aid | 

With ſolemneſt devotion, ſpread before him 

How highly it concerns his glory now | 

To fruſtrate and diſſolve theſe magic ſpells, 

Which I to be the power of Iſfraet's God 1750 
Avow, and challenge Dagon to the teſt, 

Offering to combat thee his champion bold, 

With th' utmoſt of his godhead ſeconded : 


Then thou ſhalt ſee, or rather to thy ſorrow 
Soon feel; whoſe God is ſtrongeſt, thine or mine. 1155 
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Hax. Preſume not on thy God, whate er he be, 
Thee he regards not, owns not, hath cut off 
Quite from his people, and deliver'd up 
Into thy enemies hand, permitted them | 
To put out both thine eyes, and fetter'd ſend thee 1160 
Into the common priſon, there to grind 
Among the ſlaves and aſſes thy comrades, 

As good for nothing elſe, no better ſervice 
With thoſe thy boiſt'rous locks, no worthy match 
For Valor to aſſail, nor by the.ſword 1165 
Of noble warrior, ſo to ſtain his honor, | 
But by the barber's razor beſt ſubdued. 

SAM. All theſe indignities, for ſuch they are | 
From thine, theſe evils I deſerve and more, | 
Acknowledge them from God inflicted on me 1170 
Juſtly, yet deſpair not of his final pardon 
Whoſe ear is ever open, and his eye 
Gracious to re-admit the ſuppliant : 

In confidence whereof I once again 

Defy thee to the trial of mortal fight, 1173 
By combat to decide whoſe god is God, 
Thine or whom I with Iſrael's fons adore. | 

Has. Fair honor that thou doſt thy To dung 
He will accept thee to defend hiscauſe, ./- 
A murderer, a revolter, and a robber. 1180 

amm ab Saieechenantmes 

Hax. Is not thy nation ſuhject to our lords? {theſe ? 
Their magiſtrates confeſs d it, when they took thes. 
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As a leagne-breaker and deliver d bound 
Into our hands : for hadſt thou not committed 1185 
Notorious murder on thoſe thirty men | 
At Aſcalon, who never did thee harm, 
Then like a robber ſtripp'dſt them of their robes ? 
The Philiſtines, when thou hadſt broke the league, 
Went up with armed powers 8 Wan 1190 
To others did no violence nor ſpoil. 
Sau. Among the daughters of the Thikſtines 

I choſe a wife, which argued me no foe; , 
And in your city held my . 

But your ill- meaning politician lords 

Under pretence of bridal friends and gueſts, .- 
Appointed to await me thirty pies, 
Who threatning eruel death conſtrain'd the bride 
To wring from me and tell to them my ſecret, 

That ſolv'd the riddle which I had propos d- 1200 
When I perceiv'd all ſet on enmity, 

As on my enemies, wherever chanc'd, 

I us'd hoſtility, and took their ſpoil - 

To pay my underminers in their coin, 

My nation was ſubjected to your lotds. 1205 
It was the force of conqueſt; force with force 

Is well ejected hen the conquer d can. | 
But I a private perſon, whom my country 
As a league-breaker gave up bound, preſam'd 
Single rebellion and did hoſtile acts. 

I'was no private but a perſon raised 


1195 


1110 
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With ſtrength ſufficient and command from Heav'n 
To free my country; if their ſervile minds 

Me their deliverer ſent would not receive, 

But to their maſters gave me up for nought, 1215 
Th' unworthier they; whence to this day they ſerve. 
I was to do my part from Heav'n aſſign' d, 

And had perform'd it, if my known offenſe 

Had not diſabled me, not all your force: 

Theſe ſhifts refuted, anſwer thy appellant 1220 
Though by his blindneſs maim'd for high attempts, 
Who now defies thee thrice to ſingle fight, 

As a petty enterpriſe of ſmall enforce. | 

Har. With thee a man condemn'd, a ſlave inroll'd, 
Due by the law to capital puniſhment ? 1225 
To fight with thee no man of arms will deign. 

Sau. Cam'ſt thou for this, vainBoaſter,to ſurvey me, 
To deſcant on my ſtrength, and give thy verdict ? 
Come nearer, part not hence ſo light inform'd; 

But take good heed my hand ſurvey not thee. 1230 

Har. O Baal-zebub! can my ears unus'd 
Hear theſe diſhonors, and not render death? 

Sam. No man withholds thee, nothing from thy 
Fear I incurable; bring up thy van, hand 
My heels are fetter d, but my fiſt is fre. 1235 

Har. This inſolence other kind of anſwer fits. 

Sau. Go baffled Coward, leſt I run upon thee, 
Though in theſe chains, bulk without ſpirit vaſt, 
And with one buffet lay thy ſtructure low, 
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Or ſwing thee in the air, then daſh thee down 1240 
To th' hazard of thy brains and ſhatter'd ſides. 

Hax. By Aſtaroth ere long thou ſhalt lament 
Theſe braveries in trons loaden on thee. 

Cnox, His Giantſhip is gone ſomewhat creſt-fall'n, 
Stalking with leſs unconſcionable ſtrides, 1245 
And lower looks, but in a ſultry chafe. | 

Sam. I dread him not, nor all his giant-brood, 
Though Fame divulge him father of five ſons, 

All of gigantic ſize, Goliath chief. 

Cnox. He will directly to the lords, I fear, 1250 
And with malicious counſel ſtir them up 
Some way or other yet further to' afflict thee. 

Sam. He mult allege ſome canſe, and offer d fight 
Will not dare mention, leſt a queſtion riſe 
Whether he durſt accept th' offer or not, 1255 
And that he durſt not plain enough appear'd. 

Much more affliction than already felt 
They cannot well impoſe, nor I ſuſtain, 
If they intend advantage of my labors, 
The work of many hands, which earns my keeping 
With no ſmall profit daily to my owners. 1261 
But come what will, my deadlieſt foe will prove 
My ſpeedieſt friend, by death to rid me hence, 
The worſt that he can give, to me the beſt, 
Yet ſo it may fall out, becauſe their end 165 
ls hate, not help to me, it may with mine 
Draw their own ruin who attempt the deed, 
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Cxor. Oh how comely it is, and how reviving 
To the ſpirits of juſt men long oppreſs d, | 
When God into the hands of their deliverer 1270 
Puts invincible might- | 
To quell the mighty of the — th' nn 
The brute and boiſt'rous force of violent men 
Hardy and induſtrious to ſupport ; 
Tyrannic power, but raging to purſue 1275 
The righteous and all ſueh as honor Truth; 
He all their ammunitian 
And feats of war defeats - 
With plain heraic — af mind 
And celeſtial vigor arm d. 1280 
Their armaries and magazines contemns, 
Renders them uſeleſs, while 
With winged expeditian 
Swift as the lightning glance he execntes | 
His errand on the wicked, who furpris'd 1285 
Loſe their defenſe diſtracted and ama d. 
Hut patience is more oft the exerciſe 
Of ſaints, the trial of their fortitude, 
Making them each his own — 
And victor aver all 1290 
That Tyranny or Fortune can inflict. 
Either of theſe is in thy lat, 
Samfon, with might indued 
Above the fans of men; but ſight bereav'd | 
May chance to number thee with thoſe 1295 
Volume III. M 
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Whom patience finally muſt crown. 
This idol's day hath been to * no day of reſt, 
Laboring thy mind 


More than the working 4 thy aids, 4 


And yet perhaps more trouble is behind, 1300 
For I deſcry this way 

Some other tending, in his hand 

A ſcepter or quaint ſtaff he bears, 


Comes on amain, ſpeed in his look. 


By his habit I diſcern him now 1305 
A public Officer, and now at hand. | 
His meſſage will be ſhort and voluble. 
Or. Hebrews, the pris'ner Samſon here I ſeek. 
Cox. His manacles remark him, there he ſits. 
Or. Samſon, to thee our lords thus bid me ſay; 
This day to Dagon is a ſolemn feaſt, 1311 
With ſacrifices, triumph, pomp, and games; 
Thy ſtrength they know ſurpaſſing human rate, 
And now ſome public proof thereof require 
o honor this great feaſt, and great aſſembly; 1315 


Riſe therefore with all ſpeed and come along, 


Where I will fee thee hearten'd and freſh clad 
To' appear as fits before th' illuſtrious lords. 

Sam. Thou know'ſt I am an Hebrew, therefore tell 
Our law forbids at their religious rites ſthem 
My preſence; for that cauſe I cannot come. 1321 

Or. Thisanſwer, beaflur'd, will not content them. 

SA. Have they not ſword- players, and every fort 
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Of gymnic artiſts, wreſtkers, riders, runners, 
Juglers and dancers, antics, mummers, mimics, 1325 
But they muſt pick me out with ſhackles tir'd, 
And over-labor'd at their public mill 
To make them ſport with blind activity? 
Do they not ſeek occaſion of new quarrels 
On my reſuſal to diſtreſs me more, £330 
Or make a game of my calamities ? | 
Return the way thou cam'ſt, I will not come. 
Or. Regard thyſelf, this will offend them highly. 
Sam. Myſelf ? my conſcience and internal peace. 
Can they think me ſo broken, ſo debas d 1335 
With corporal ſervitude, that my mind ever 
Will condeſcend to ſuch abſurd commands ? 
Although their drudge, to be their fool or jeſter, 
| And in my midſt of forrow and beart-grief 1339 
To ſhow them feats, and play before their god, 
The worſt of all indignities, yet on me | 
Join'd with extreme contempt ? 1 will not come. 
| Or. My meſſage was impos'd on me with ſpeed, 
Brooks no delay: is this thy reſolution ? 1344 
Sax. So take it with what ſpeed thy meſſage needs. 
Or. I am ſorry what this ſtoutneſs will produce. 
| Sax. Perhaps thou ſhalt have cauſe to ſorrou indeed. 
| Curor. Conſider, Samſon; matters now are ſtrain d 
Up to the highth, whether to hold or break; | 
He's gone, and who knows how he may report” 1350 
Thy words by adding fuel to the flame? 
M j 
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Expect another meſſage more imperious, . - 

More lordly thund'ring than thou well wilt bear. 
Sam. Shall I abuſe this conſecrated gift + 

Of ſtrength, again returning with my hair 1355 

After my great tranſgreſſion, fo requite 11 

Favor renew d, and add a greater ſin 

By proſtituting holy things to idols ; 

A Nazarite in place abominable 

Vaunting my ſtrength in honor to their Dagon'? | 

Beſides how vile, contemptible, ridiculous, - 1361 

What act more excerably unclean, profane? © 
Cuor. Yet with this ſtrength thou ferv'ſt the Phi- 

Idolatrous, uncircumcis'd, unclean. |  {liſtines, 
Sau. Not in their idol-worſhip, but by labor 1365 

Honeſt and lawful to deſerve my food 

Of thoſe who have me in their civil power. e 
Cuox. Where the heart joins not, out ward acts defile 
S Au. Where out ward force conſtrains, the ſentence 


But who conſtrains me to the temple of Dagon, holds. 


Not dragging? the Philiſtian lords command. 1371 
Commands are no conſtraints. If I obey Gon, | 
do it freely, vent'ring to diſpleaſe 

God for the fear of man, and man prefer, 

Set God behind: which in his jealouſy 1375 
Shall never, unrepented, find forgiveneſs. 

Yet that he may diſpenſe with me or thee 

Preſent in temples at idolatrous rites | 

For {ome TP cauſe, thou need'ſt not doubt, 
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Cnox. How thou wilt here come off ſurmounts my 
SAM. Be of good courage, I begin to feel reach. 
Some rouſing motions in me which diſpoſe 1382 
To ſomething extraordinary my thoughts. 
I with this meſſenger will go along, 
Nothing to do, be ſure, that may diſhonor 1385 
Our law, or ſtain my vow of Nazarite.''' ''' » 
If there be ought of preſage in the mind, 
This day will be remarkable in my life 
By ſome great act, or of my days the laſt. 1389 
Cuor. la time thou haſt reſolv d, the man returns. 
Or. Samſon, this ſecond meſſage from our lords 
To thee I am bid ſay. Art thou our ſla ve, | 
Our captive, at the public mill our drudge, 
And dar'ſt thou at our ſending and command 
Diſpute thy coming? come without delay; 1395 
Or we ſhall ſind ſuch engins to aſſail 
And hamper thee, as thou ſhalt come of force, 
Though thou wert firmlier faſten'd than a rock. 
Sam. I could be well content to try their art, 
Which to no few of them would prove pernicious. 
Yet knowing their advantages too many, 40 
Becauſe they ſhall not trail me through their ſtreets 
Like a wild beaſt, I am content to go. 
Maſters' commands come with a power reſiſtleſs 
To ſuch as owe them abſolute ſubjection; 1405. 
And for a life who will not change his purpoſe ? 
(So mutable are all the ways of men) 
M iij 
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Yet this be ſure, in nothing to comply 
Scandalous or forbidden in our law; © 

Or. I praiſe thy reſolution: doff theſe links: : 1470 
By this compliance thou wilt win the lords 
To favor, and perhaps to ſet thee free. 

Ss. Brethrei farewel; your eompany along 

I will not wiſh, leſt it perhaps offend them 
To ſee me gift with friends; and 3 fight 1415 
Of me as of a common enemy, 
So dreaded once, may now — them, 
I know not: lords are lordlieſt in their wine; 
And the well-feaſted prieſt then ſooneſt fir d 
With zeal, if ought religion feem-concern'd; 1420 
No leſs the people on their holy=davs 
Impetuons, inſolent, mquenchable: 
Happen what may, of me expect to hear 
Nothing diſhonorable, 4mpure, unworthy 
Our God, our law, my nation, or myſelf, 1425 
The laſt of me or no I cannot warrant. | 

Cyox. Go, and the Holy One 


Of Iſrael be thy guide 
To what may ſerve his glory beſt, and ſpread bis name 
Great among the Heathen round; 1430 


Send thee the angel of thy birth, to ſtand. 

Faſt by thy fide, who from thy father's field 

Rode up in flames after his meſſage told 

Of thy conception, and be now a ſhield 

Of fire; that Spirit that firſt ruſh'd on thee 1435 
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In the amp of DU ùuſùun | 
nn tentatahs B18 
For never was from Heav*n impartect 
Meaſure of ſtrength ſo great to mortal feed, 
As in thy wondrous actions bath been ſcen. 1440 
But wherefore comes old Manoah in ſack haſte 
With youthful ſteps? much livelier-than ere while 
He ſeems ; ſuppoling here to find his fon, - 
Or of him bringing to us ſome glad news? 1444 
MAN. Peace with yon, Brethren ; my inducement 
Was not at preſent here to-find my ſon, ſhither 
By ardet oſ the lords new parted henee | 
To come and play before them at their feaſt. 
I heard all as I came, the city ring, 
And nuinbers thither flock, I had no will, 1450 
Leſt I ſhould ſee him fore d to things unſeemly. 
But that which mov'd my coming now was chiefly 
To give ye part with me what hope I have 
With good ſucceſs to work his liberty. 1454 
Cuox. That hope would much rejoice us to partake 
With thee; fay, rererend Sire, we thirſt to hear. 
Man. I have attempted one by one the lords 
Either at home, or through the high ſtrect paſſing, 
With ſupplication prone and father's tears, 
Toꝰ accept of ranſome for my ſon their pris ner. 1460 
Some much averſe I found and wondrous harſh, 
Contemptuous, proud, ſet on revenge and ſpite; 
1 hat part moſt reyerenc'd Dagon and his prieſts : 


140 8AMSON AGONISTES, 


Others more moderate ſeeming but their aim 

Private reward, for which both God and ary 7465 

They eaſily would ſet to ſale: a third l 

More generous far and civil, who confeſi's 

They had enough reveng'd, having reduc'd c 

Their foe to miſery beneath their fears, 

The reſt was magnanimity to remit, 1470 

If ſome convenient ranſome were propos c. 

What noiſe or ſhout was that ? it tore the (ky. 

Cuno. Doubtleſs the people ſhouting to behold 

Their once great dread;captive, and blind before them, 

Or at ſome proof of ſtrength before them ſhown. 
Man. His ranſome; if my whole inheritance 1476 

May compaſs it, ſhall-willingly be paid 

And number'd down : much rather I ſhall chuſe 

To live the pooreſt in my tribe, than richeſt, 

And he in that calamitous priſon left. 1480 

No, I am fix'd not to part hence without him. 

For his redemption all my patrimony, 

If need be, Iam ready to forego 

And quit: not wanting him I ſhall want nothing. 
Cror. Fathers are wont to lay up for their ſons, 

Thou for thy ſon art bent to lay out all: 1486 

Sons wont to nurſe their parents in old age, | 

Thou in old age car'ſt how to nurſe thy ſon 

Made older than thy age through eye-ſight loſt. 
MAN. It ſhall be my delight to tend his eyes, 1490 

And view him fitting in the houſe, ennobled 
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With all thoſe high exploits by him achicr'd, J 
And on his ſhoulders waving down thoſe locks 

That of a nation arm'd the ſtrength contain'd : 
And I perſuade me God had not permitted 1495 
His ſtrength again to grow up with his hair 
Garriſon'd round about him like a camp 

Of faithful ſoldiery, were not his purpoſe 

To uſe him further yet in ſome great ſervice, 

Not to fit idle with ſo great a gift 1500 
Uſeleſs, and thence ridiculous about him. | 
And ſince his ſtrength with eye-ſight was not loſt, 
God will reſtore him eye- ſight to his ſtrength. 

Cuox. Thy hopes are not ill founded nor ſeem vain 
Of his delivery, and thy joy thercon 1505 
Conceiv'd, agreeable to a father's love, 

In both which we, as next, participate. 

Max. I know your friendly minds and O what 
Mercy of Heav n, what hideous noiſe was that! [noiſe ! 
Horribly loud, unlike the former ſhout. 1510 

Cnor, Noiſe call you it or univerſal groan, 

As if the whole inhabitation periſni d! 
Blood, death, and deathful detds are in that noiſe, 
Ruin, deſtruction at the utmoſt point. 

Man. Of ruin indeed methought I heard the noiſe :/ 

Oh it continues, they have lain my ſon. 1516 

 Cnor. Thy ſon is rather laying them, that outcry 
From ſlaughter of one foe could not afcend. + 

Man, Some diſmal accident it needs myſt be: 
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142 8AMSON AGONISTES. 
What ſhall we do, ſtay here or run and ſee? 1520 
Cuor. Beſt keep together here, leſt running rr 
We unawares run into Danger's mouth. 
This evil on the Philiſtines is fall'n; 17 
From whom could elſe a general e heard? 
The ſufferers then will ſcarce moleſt us here, 1525 
From other hands we need not much to fear. 
What if his eye- ſight (for to [ſracl's God | 
Nothing is hard) by miracle reſtor d, 
He now be dealing dole among his — tet; 
And over heaps of ſlaughter'd walk his way? 1530 
Max. That were a joy preſumptuous to be thought. 
 CHor. Vet God hath wrought things as neredible 
For his people of old; what hinders now? 
MAN. He can I know, but doubt to think he will; 
Yet hope would fain ſubſcribe, and tempts belief. 
A little ſtay will bring ſome notice hither. -* 1536 
Cnok. Of good or bad fo great, of bad the ſooner; 
For evil news rides poſt, while good neus baits. 
And to our wiſh I ſee one hither ſpeeding, 
An Hebrew, as I gueſs, and of our tribe. 1540 
Mxs. O whither ſhall I run, or which _ fly 
The ſight of this ſo horrid ſpectacle, ns 
Which erſt my eyes beheld and yet behold D 
For dire Imagination ſtill purſues mw. 
But Providence or inſtin& of Nature ſeems, 1545 
Or Reaſon though diſturb'd, and ſcaxce conſulted, 
To' have guided me aright, I know not how, - ' 
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To thee firſt reverend Manoah, and to theſe 

My countrymen, whom here I knew remaining, 

As at ſome diſtance from the-place of horror, 1550 

So in the ſad event too much concern d. 

Max. The accident was loud, and here before thee 

With rueſul cry, yet what it was we hear not; 

No preface needs, thou ſeeſt we long to know. : 

Mxs. It would burſt forth, but I recover breath 
And ſenſe diſtract, to know well what I utter. 1556 
Man. Tell us the ſum, the circumſtance defer. 

Mrs. Gaza yet ſtands, but all her ſons are fall'n, 

All in a moment overwhelm'd and fall'n. 

MAN. Sad, but thou know'ſt to Iſraelites not ſaddeſt 

The deſolation of a hoſtile city. 1561 
Mrs. Feed on that firſt, there may in grief be ſurfeit. 
Man. Relate by whom. 

Mrs. By Samſon. 
Man. That ſtill leſſens 

The ſorrow, and converts it nigh to joy. 

Mrs. Ah Manoah, I refrain too ſuddenly 1565 

Ta utter what will come at laſt too ſoon ; 

Leſt evil tidings with too rude irruption 

Hitting thy aged car ſhould pierce too deep. 

- Man. Suſpenſe in news is torture, ſpeak them out. 
Mes. Take then the worſt in brief, Samſon is dead. 
Max. The worſt indeed, O all my hopes defeated 

To free him hence! but Death who ſets all free 1572 
Hath paid his ranſome now and full diſcharge. _ 
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144 $AMSON Adoxtsrrs. 
What windy joy this day had I conceiv'd 
Hopeful of his delivery, which now proves 1575 
Abortive as the firſt· born bloom of Spring 
Nipt with the lagging rear of Winter's froſt! 
Yet ere I give the reins to Grief, ſay firſt, 
How dy'd he; death to life is crown or ſhame. 
All by him fell thou ſay'ſt; by whom fell he, 1580 
What glorious hand gave Samſon his death's wound? 
Mes. Unwounded of his enemies he fell. 
Max. Wearied with flaughter then or how? explain. 
Mrs. By his own hands. 
Max. Self-violence ? what cauſe 
Brought him ſo ſoon at variance with himſelf 1585 
Among his foes ? 
Mxs. Inevitable cauſe 
At once both to deſtroy and be deſtroy'd ; 
'The edifice, where all were met to ſee him, 
Upon their heads and on his own he pull'd. 
Max. O laſtly over-ſtrong againſt thyſelf! 1590 
A dreadful way thou took'ft to thy revenge. 
More than enough we know; but while things yet 
Are in confuſion, give us if thou canſt, 
Eye-witneſs of what firſt or laſt was done, 
Relation more particular and diſtin. 1895 
Mrs. Occaſions drew me early to this city, 
And as the gates I enter'd with ſun-riſe, 
The morning trumpets feſtival prockam'd 
Through each high- ſtreet: little I had diſpatch d, 
T 
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When all abroad was ramor'd that this day © 1600 
Samſon ſhould be brooght forth, to ſhow the people 
Proof of his mighty ſtrength in feats and games; 

I ſorrow' d at his eaptive ſtate, but minded 

Not to be abſent at that ſpectacle. ä 
The building was a ſpacious theatre 1605 
Half- round on two main pillars vaulted high, 
With feats where all the lords and each degree 

Of ſort might fit in order to heholdajʒ 

The other ſidei was open, where tho throng 

On banks and ſcaffolds under ſky might ſtand; 16 0 
I among theſe aloof obſcurely ſtood. 

The feaſt and novn'prew high, and ſacrifice / 

Had fill'd their hearts with mirth, high cher, and wine, 
When to their ſports they turn'd. Immediately 
Was Samſon as:a/publie ſervant brought. 1615 
In their ſtate livery dad; before him pipes 

And timbrels, on each {ide went armed guards, 

Both horſe and foot, before him and behind 
Archers, and flingers, cataphracts and fpears. 

At ſighit of him che people with a ſhout 1620 
Rifted the air, clamoring their god with praiſe, 
Who had made their dreau ſul enemy their thrall. 
He patient but undaunted where they led him, 
Came to the place, and what uus ſet before him, 
Which withwut help of eyd might he aſſay d, 1625 
To heave, pull; draw, or break, he ſtill perform d 
All with incredible, ſtupendous force, 
Volume III. N 
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None daring to appear antagoniſt... 

At length for intermiſſion ſake they led him 
Between the pillars; he his guide requeſted 1630 
(For ſo from ſuch as nearer ſtood we heard) 

As over-tir'd to let him lean a while 

With both his arms on thoſe two maſſy pillars, 
That to the arched roof gave main ſupport. 

He unſuſpicious led him; which when Samſon 1635 
Felt in his arms, with head a white inclin'd, 

And eyes faſt fix'd he ſtood, as one who pray d, 

Or ſome great matter in his mind revoly'd : 

At laſt with head erect thus cry'd aloud, | 
Hitherto, Lords, what your commands impos'd 1640 
1 have perform'd, as reaſon was, obeying, 

Not without wonder or delight beheld : 

Now of my own accord ſuch other trial 

I mean to ſhow you of my ſtrength, yet greater; 

As with amaze ſhall ſtrike all who behold. 1645 
This utter'd, ſtraining all his nerves he bow'd, 

As with the force of winds and waters pent, 

When mountains tremble, thoſe two maſly pillars 
With horrible convulſion to and fro 1649 
He tugg'd, he ſhook, till down they came and drew 
The whole roof after them, with burſt of thunder 
Upon the heads of all who fat bencath, 

Lords, ladies, captains, counſellors, or prieſts, 
Their choice nobility and flower, not only 

Of this but each Philiſtian city round, 1655 
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Met from all parts to ſolemnize this feaſt. 
Samſon with theſe immix'd, inevitably 
Pull'd down the ſame deſtruction on himſelf; 
The vulgar only ſcap'd who ſtocd without. 

Cror. Odearly-bought revenge, 21. mas 1660 
Living or dying thou haſt fulfll'd 
The work for which thou waſt foretold 
To Iſrael, and now ly ſt victorious 
Among thy ſlain ſelf-kill'd 
Not willingly, but tangled in the fold 1665 
Of dire Neceſſity, whoſe law in death conjoin'd 
Thee with thy ſlaughter'd foes in number more 
Than all thy life hath flain before. 

I SeMICHOR, While their hearts were jocund and 
Drunk with idolatry, drunk with wine, [ſublime, 
And fat regorg'd of bulls and goats, 15671 
Chaunting their idol, and preferring 
Before our living Dread who dwells 
In Silo his bright ſanctuary: | 
Among them he a ſpi'rit of Phrenzy ſent, 1674 
Who hurt their minds, | 
And urg'd them on with mad deſire 
To call in haſte for their deſtroyer ; 

They only ſet on ſport and play 

Unweetingly importun'd. 1680 
Their own deſtruction to come ſpeedy upon them. 
$0 fond are mortal men 

Fall'n into wrath divine, 
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As their own ruin on-themſelves to“ invite, 7 
Inſenſate left, or to ſenſe reprobate, 1685 
And with blindneſs internal ſtruck. _ | 
2 SEMICHOR; But he though blind of ſight, | 
Deſpis d and thought extinguiſh's quite, 
With in ward eyes Wuminated, - Ks: | 
His fiery virtue/rous'd „ [ff 1690 
From under aſhes into ſudden n | 
And as an evening dragon came, 
Aſſailant on the'perched:roofts,. 
And neſts in order rang'd 
Of tame villatic fowl; but as an 1 1695 
His cloudleſs thunder bolted on their heads. 
So Virtue giv'n for loſt, 4 
Depreſs d, and overthrown; as ſeem'd, 
Like that ſelt· begotten biſd | 
In the Arabian woods imboſt, 1700 
That no ſecond knows nor third, 
And lay ere while a holocauſt, 
From out her aſhy -womb mow: teem' d, 
Revives, refloriſhes, then vigorous moſt 


When moſt unactive deem d., 1705 
And though her body die, her fame ſurvives 
A ſecular bird ages of. ihe. 


Max. Come, come, no time ſor lamentation now, 
Nor much more cauſe; Samſon hath quit himſeli 
Like Samſon, and heroicly hath finiſh d 1710 
A life heroic, on his enemies 
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Fully reveng' d, hath left them years of mourning, 


And lamentation to the ſons of Caphtor 
Through all Philiſtian bounds, to Iſrael 
Honor hath left, and freedom, let but them 1715 
Find courage to lay hold on this occaſion ; 
To' himſelf and father's houſe eternal fame; 
And which is beſt and happieſt yet, all this 
With God not parted from him, as was fear'd, 
But favoring and aſſiſting to the end. 1726 
Nothing is here for tears, nothing to wail 
Or knock the breaſt, no weakneſs, no contempt, 
Diſpraiſe, or blame, nothing but well and fair 
And what may quiet us in a death ſo noble. 
Let us go ſind the body where it lies 1725 
Sok'd in his enemies' blood, and from the ſtream 
With lavers pure and cleanſing herbs waſh off 
The clotted gore. I with what ſpeed the while 
(Gaza is not in plight to ſay us nay) 
Will ſend for all my kindred, all my friends, 1730 
To fetch him hence, and ſolemnly attend 
With ſilent obſequy and funeral train 
Home to his father's houſe : there will I build him 
A monument, and plant it round with ſhade 
Of laurel ever green, and branching palm, 1735 
With all his trophies hung, and acts inroll'd 
In copious legend, or ſweet lyric ſong. 
Thither ſhall all the valiant youth reſort, 
And from his memory inflame their breaſts 
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To matchlefs valor; and adventures high? 1740 
The virgins alſo ſhall on feaſtful:days 

Viſit his tomb with flow'rs, enly bewailing 

His lot unfortunate in nuptial choice, 

From whence captivity and loſs of eyes. 

Cnok. All is beſt, though we oft doubt 1743 
What th' unſearchable diſpoſe | 
Of higheſt Wiſdom brings about, 

And ever beſt found in the cloſe. 

Oft he ſeems to hide his face, FP 
But unexpecedly-returns, 1750 
And tochis faithful champion hath in place 

Bore witneſs gloriouſiy; whence Gaza mourns 

And all that band them to reſiſt 

His uncontrollable intent ; 

His ſervants he with new acquiſt 17535 
Of true experience from this great event 

With peace and /conſalation hath diſmiſt, 

And calm of mind all. ꝑaſſion ſpent. 
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PRESENTED AT LUDLOW-CASTLE, M:DC:XXXIV, BEFORE Tn 
EARL OF BRIDGEWATER, THEN PRESIDEN'T OF WALES: 


—'¼— 


Ehen quid vol ui miſero miu! floribus auſtrum 
perditus 


To the Right Honourable 
JOHN LORD VISCOUNT BRACKLY, 
gon and Heir apparent to the Earl of Bridgewater, etcs 
My Lord, 

THIS Poem, which received its Pr octaſion of birth from 
yourſelf and others of your noble family, and much honor 
from your own perſon in the performance, now returns 
again to make a final dedication of itſelf to you. Although 
not openly acknowledg'd by the Author, yet it is a legiti- 
mate offering ;ſo lovely, aud ſo mch deſired, that the often 
copying of it hath tired my pen to give my ſeveral friends 
ſati faction, and brought me to ameoeſſity of producing it 
to the public view; und m da offer it ap in all rightful 
devotion to thoſe fair lanes, and rare eudrwments of your 
much promiſing youth, which give a full aſſurance, to all 
that know you, of a future excellence. Live, fweet Lord, 
to be the honor of your name, and receive this as your 
own, from the hands of lim who hath by many favors been 
long obliged to your moſt honored parents, and as in this 
repreſentation your attendent Thyrſis, ſo now in all real 


expreſon, Tur faithful and moſt humble ſervant, 
H. LAwrs. 
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The Perſons. 
The attendent Srixir, afterwards in the habit of 
Thyrſis. 
Couus with his crew. 
The Lady. 
Firſt BxoTHER. 
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Second BROTHER. 
SABRINA the Nymph. 
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The chief perſons who preſented were, _ 


1 The Lord BrACKLY. 
1 Mr Tromas EcGerToON his brother. 
9 The Lady Atice EGERTON. 
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7" The firſt 2cxw diſcovers. a wild wood: 
e aner tends enters. 


BFroxe the tarry'threſhbld of duale con 
My manfion is, where 1 > + E 
Of bright aerial ſpirits: live inſpher'd 

In regions mild of calm and ſerene Y 2 
Above the ſmoke and ſtir of this dim ſpot, 3 
Which men call Earth, and with low:thovghted care 
Confin'd, and peſter'd in this pin-fold here, 

Strive to keep up a frail and feveriſh being, 
Unmindful of the crown that Virtue gives 

After this mortal ehange to her true ſervaſſts 10 
Amongſt the enthron d gods on ſainted ſeats. 
Yet ſome there be that by due ſteps aſpire 

To lay their juſt hands on that golden key 
That opes tlie palace af Eternity: 

To ſuch my errandl is and but for ſuch, 

I would not foil thefe pure ambroſial weeds 
With the rank yapors.bf this ſin · worn mold. 

But to my taſk. Neptune beſides the ſway 

Of every ſalt flood, and each ehbing ſtream, 
Took in by lot twint hig and nether Jove 


Impetial rule of all the. ſea - girt iles, 


That like to rich and various inlay 
The unadorned — 
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154 COMUS, 
Which he to grate his tributary gods 


By courſe commits to ſeveral government, 25 

And gives them leave to wear their faphir crowns, 

And wield their little tridents : but this ile, 

The greateſt and the beſt of all the main, 

He quarters to his blue-hair*d deities; | - 

And all this tract that fronts the falling fun 30 

A noble peer of mickle truſt and power 

Has in his charge, with temper'd awe to guide 

An old and haughty nation proud in arms: 

Where his fair offspring nurs'd in princely lore 

Are coming to attend their father's ſtate, 33 

And new-intruſted ſcepter; but their way 

Lies through the perplex'd paths of this drear wood, 

The nodding horror of whoſe ſhady brows _ 

Threats the forlorn and wand'ring paſſenger; - 

And here their tender age might fuffer peril, 49 

But that by quick command from ſovran Jove - - 

I was diſpatch'd for their defenſe and guard; 

And liſten why, for I will tell you now 

What never yet was heard in tale or ſong, 

From old or modern bard, in hall or bower. 43 
Bacchus, that firſt from out the purple grape 

Cruſh'd the ſweet poiſon of miſ-uſed wine, 

After the Tuſcan mariners transform'd, 

Coaſting the Tyrrhene ſhore, as the winds liſted, 

On Circe's iland fell: (Who knows not Circe | 50 

The daughter of the Sun? whaſe charmed cup 
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Whoever taſted, loſt his upright ſhape, 

And downward fell into a groveling ſwine) 

This nymph that gaz'd upon his eluſtring locks, 
With ivy berries wreath'd, and his blithe youth, 55 
Had by him, ere he parted thence, a fon 

Much like his father, but his mother more, 

Whom therefore ſhe brought up, and Comus nam's, 
Who ripe, and frolic of his full grown age, 

Roving the Celtic and Iberian fields, 6o 
At laſt betakes him to this ominous wood, 

And in thick ſhelter of black ſhades imbower'd 
Excels his mother at her mighty art, 

Offering to every weary traveller 

His orient liquor in a cryſtal glaſs, | 65 
To quench the drouth of Phœbus, which as they taſte, 
(For moſt do taſte through fond intemp'rate thirſt) 
Soon as the potion works, their human count'nance, 
Th' expreſs reſemblance of the gods, is chang'd 

Into ſome brutiſh form of wolf, or bear, 70 
Or ounce, or tiger, hog, or bearded goat, 

All other parts remaining as they were; 

And they, ſo perfect is their miſery, 

Not once perceive their foul disfigurement, 

But boaſt themſelves more comely than before, 75 
And all their friends and native home forget, 
To roll with pleaſure in a ſenſual ty. 

Therefore when any favor'd of high Jove 

Chances to paſs through this adventrous glade, 
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Swift as the ſparkle of a glancing ſtar 80 
I ſhoot from Heav'n, to give him afecomvor, 
As now I do: but firſt I muſt put off 
Theſe my ſky robes ſpun out of Iris a N 
And take the weeds and likeneſs of à ſwain, 
That to the ſervice of this houſe 'belongs,! - 85 
Who with his ſoft-pipe, and ſmooth- dittied ſong, 
Well knows to ſtill the wild winds uhen they roar, / 
And huſh the waving woods, nor of leſs fait, 
And in this office:of his mountain watch, ' 
Likelieſt, and: neareſt to the:/prefent-aid- 90 
Of this occaſion, But I hear the treadd | 
Of hateful ſteps. I muſt be-viewleG now: . 
£0MvUs enters with. a'charming'vod in one hand, bis glaſs 
in the uber with him-a'rocof monſtert; headed like 
ſundry forts uf wild beaſts, but otherwiſe kke men and 
women, their appurei gliftering 5 they dome in making a 
- Com. The ſtar that bids: the ſhepherd fold, 
Now the top of Heavin doth hold, 
And the gilded car of Dax T 12 95 
His glowing axle doth alla -- - : 
In the ſteep Atlantic ſtream; 1... | 
And the lope fan his upward beam 
Shoots againſt the duſy pole, 
Pacing toward the other goal! | ioo 
Of his chamber in the Eaſt; 
Meanwhile; welcome Joy, and Feaſt, 
1 
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Midnight Shout, and Revelry, 
Tipſy Dance, and Jollity. i997 11 
Braid your locks with roſy twine, og 
Dropping odors, dropping wine. 
Rigor now is gone to bed, 
And Advice with ſcrupulous head, 
Strict Age, and ſour Severity | JO 
With their grave ſaws in ſlumber lie. 110 
We that are of purer fire 
Imitate the ſtarry quire, 
Who in their nightly watchful ſpheres, 
Lead in ſwift round the months and years. 
The ſounds and ſeas, with all their finny n 115 
Now to the moon in wavering morrice move; 
And on the tawny ſands and ſhelves 
Trip the pert faeries and the dapper elves. 
By dimpled brook, and fountain brim, 
The wood-nymphs deck'd with daiſies trim, - 120 
Their merry wakes and paſtimes keep: 
What hath night to do with leep ? 
Night hath better ſweets to prove, 
Venus now wakes, and wakens Love. 
Come let us our rites begin, 5 1325 
"Tis only day-light that makes fin, 
Which theſe dun ſhades will ne'er report.. 
Hail goddeſs of nocturnal ſport, ; | 
Dark-veil'd Cotytto, to whom the ſecret flame | 
Of mid-night torches burns; myſterious dame, 130 
Volume III. O 
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438 COMUS: 


That ne'er art call'd, but when the dragon womb: - * 


Of Stygian darkneſs ſpits her'thickeftigloom, 
And makes one blot of all the air, 


Stay thy cloudy ebon chair, 


Wherein thou rid'ſt with Hecat?; . 135 
Us thy vow'd prieſts, till utmoſt end 
Of all thy dues be done, and none left out, 
Ere the blabbing eaſtern ſvout, 
The nice Morn on the Indian ſteep 
From her cabin'd loophole Py Via * 140 
And to the tell tale fun 3 
Our conceal'd ſolemnity. | 
Come; knit hands, and beat the ground 
In a light fantaſtic round: - 

| The Meaſure es, 
Break off, break off, I feel the'different par 145 
Of ſome chaſtefooting-near about this ground. 
Run to your: ſhroudts, within theſe r 
Our number miy-affright-: Some virgin five”: m4 
(For ſo I can diſtinguiſh by mine art) vid 
Benighted in theſe woodsy Now to my charms, 
And to my wily*trains4-I thalkerc long , 
Beivell-ttock'd with as fait a Hed aggrar'd d 
About my mother Cir; Thun hurl !. 
My dazzling ſpells inte the ſpumꝑy ar: 
Of power to cheat the eye iel blear MHuſion, 155 
And give it falſe proſemtmentsi leſt the-place 
And my quaint habits: breed aſtomiſument, 
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And put the damſel to. ſuſpieious flight, - - - -. / 
Which muſt not be, for that” daes wee, 
I under fair pretahos of frĩendl ends. wh 
And well placed words of glaaing — 4 
Baited with reaſons · not unplauſihle, 7 
Wind me into the eaſy-hearted: man, 1 
And hug him into ſnares. When — * re { 
Hath met the virtue of this magic duſt, ofa 
Whom thrift keeps up about his country gear. 
Butt hert ſhe comes, I fairly ſtep aſice, 2 
* may, ber buſiheſs here. 
Tie lan enters. 
This 3 noiſe was, if mine ear be true, 170 
My beſt guide now: methought it was the ſouned 
Of riot and ill- manag d merriment. * 
Such as the jocond flute, or gameſome pipe 11 
Stirs up among the looſe unletter d hinds, 174 
When for their teeming flocks, and granges full, 
In wanton dance they praiſe the bountcous Pan, 
And thank the gods amiſs. L ſhauld be loatn 
To meet the rudeneſs, andiſwill'd ũnſolence 


Of ſuch late waſlailers; yet O here elſe r 
Shall I inform my unacquainteud ſecDtt 180 
In the blind anazcs of this tangled w od? 
My:brathers, when they ſaw me wearicd: out 
With this long way, reſolving hert to lodge 


Under * Pes 
* 


x — . * = — , * oy * 
« N * _ + a 2 = BY \ as Pg 
4 %T. tas” - l - $ ; * 
* 15 — . — -- = 
* 2 os 2 - 2 7 * . 
mm => = * 4 = Ry” — " * 
TP. , ts — 2 * 9 _ pa — 32 
. _ 2 <9 —__—- » hyp -- " 


x 


3%, 4 ow 
2 
"Mp 
— 


"Wa": 


ns, 


= - WW 
* 
ET 
> 


n 
— * 
3 \- 4 


a * © 
— - - TER: Ka es 
ob 0 2» 


160 comps; 


Stept, as they ſaid, to the next thicket ſide 185 
To bring me berries, or ſuch cooling fruit 

As the kind hoſpitable woods provide. 

They left me then, when the 3 Even, 
Like a ſad votariſt in palmer's weed, 189 
Roſe from the hindmoſt wheels of Pherbus wain. 
But where they are, and why they came not back, 
Is now the labor of my thoughts; tis likelieſt 

They had engag'd their wand' ring ſteps too far, 
And envious Darkneſs, ere they could return, 

Had ſtole them from me; elſe O thieviſth Night 195 
Why ſhould thou, but for ſome felonious end. 

In thy dark lantern thus cloſe up the ſtars, 

That Nature hung in Heav'n, and fill'd their lamps 
With everlaſting oil, to give due light ; 
To the miſled and lonely traveller ? 200 
This is the place, as well as I may gueſs, + 
Whence even now the tumult of loud Mirth 

Was rife, and perfect in my liſt'ning ear, 

Yet nought but ſingle darkneſs do I find. 
What might this be? A thouſand 2 20F 
Begin to throng into my memory, 

Of calling ſhapes, and beck'ning ſhadows dire, 

And aery tongues, that ſyllable men's names 

On ſands, and ſhores, and deſert wilderneſſes. 

Theſe thoughts may ſtartle well, but not aſtound 210 
The virtuous mind, that ever walks attended | 


By a ſtrong ſiding champion, Conſcience, 
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o welcome pure-ey'd Faith, white-handed Hope, 
Thou hovering angel-girt with golden wings, 
And thou unblemiſh'd form of Chaſtity ; 415 
Iliſee ye viſibly, and now believe A 
That he, the Supreme Good, to whom all things ill 
Are but as laviſh officers of vengeance, 
Would ſend a gliſt ring guardian if need were 
To keep my life and honor unaſſail' d. 220 
Was I deceiv'd, or did a ſable cloud [4 
Turn forth her ſilver lining on the night? 
did not err, there does a fable cloud 9  _ 
Turn forth her ſilver lining on the night, 
And caſts 4 gleam over-this'tufted grove. - 225 
I cannot hallow-to my brothers, bun 
Such noiſe as I can make to be heard fartheſt 
Ell venture; for my ne inliven'diſpirits 
Prompt me; and they perhaps are wot far of. 
| - SONG. | 

Swrrr Echo, ſweeteſt nymph, chat bo d unſeen 239 

Within thy aery ſhell, 1 
By flow'Meander's margent green, 
And in the yiolet-embroider'd vale, 

Where the love-lora mightingale | 
Nightly to thee her ſad ſong mourneth well; 235 
Cant thou gat:tell mee ui yeatle pale Nn 

That likeſt thy Narciſſus are 70 

O if thou have 7 
Hid them in ſome dow ry care, 
O ij 
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Tell me but where, 240 
Sweet queen of Parly, daughter of the Sphere, 
So may'ſt thou be tranſlated to the ſkies, 

And give reſounding grace to all Heav'n's harmonies, 
Com. Can any mortal mixture of Earth's mold 
Breathe ſuch divine inchanting raviſhment? 243 

Sure ſomething holy lodges in that breaſt, 

And with theſe raptures moves the vocal Air 

To teſtify his hidden reſidence : 

How ſweetly did they flote upon the wings 

Of Silence, through the empty vaulted Night, 250 
At every fall ſmoothing the raven down 

Of darkneſs till it ſmil'd! I have oft heard 

My mother Circe with the Sirens three, 

Amidſt the flow'ry-kirtled Naiades 

Culling their potent herbs, and baleful drugs, 259 
Who as they ſung, would take the priſon'd ſoul, 
And lap it in Elyſium; Seylla wept, 

And chid her barking waves into attention, 

And fell Charybdis murmur'd ſoft applauſe : 

Yet they in pleaſing ſlumber lull'd the ſenſe, ' 260 
And in ſweet madneſs robb'd it of itſelf; 

But ſuch a ſacred and home-felt delight, 

Such ſober certainty of waking bliſs 

I never heard till now. I'll ſpeak to her, 

And ſhe ſhall be my queen. Hail foreign wonder, 265 
Whom certain theſe rough ſhades did never breed, 
Ualeſs the goddeſs that in rural ſhrine _ 
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Dwell'ſt here with Pan, or Silvan, by bleſt ſong 

Forbidding every bleak unkindly fog 

To touch the proſp'rous growth of this tall wood. 270 
La. Nay gentle Shepherd, ill is loſt that praiſe 

That is addreſs d to unattending ears; 

Nat any boaſt of (kill, but extreme ſhift 

How to regain my ſever'd company, - 

Compell'd me to awake the courteous Echo 275 

To give me anſwer from her moſſy conch. 
Com. What chance, goodLady,hath bereft you thus? 

LA. Dim darkneſs, and this leafy labyrinth. 
Com, Could that divide you from near-uſhering 

LA. They left me weary on a graſſy turf. [guides ? 

Com. By falſehood, or diſcourteſy, or why? 281 
La. To ſeek i“ th' valley ſome cool friendly ſpring. 

Com. And left your fair ſide all unguarded, Lady? 
La. They were but twain, and purpos d quick return. 
Com. Perhaps foreſtalling Night prevented them. 
La. How eaſy my misfortune is to hit! 286 
Com. Imports their loſs, beſide the preſent need ? 
La. No leſs than if I ſhould my brothers loſe. 
Com. Were they of manly prime, or youthful bloom? 
La. As ſmooth as Hebe's their unrazor'd lips. 290 
Com. Two ſuch I ſaw, what time the labor'd « o 

In his looſe traces from the furrow came, | 

And the ſwinkt hedger at his ſupper ſat; 

I ſaw them under a green mantling vine 


That crawls along the ſide of yon ſmall hill, 295 
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Pluckiag ripe ;cluſters from the tender-ſhoots ; ! 

Their port was more than human, . 3 

J took it for a facry viſion 

Of ſome gay creatures; of the element, E 

That in the colors of the rainbow live, 300 

And play i' th* plighted clouds. I was awesſtruck, 

And as I paſt, I werſhipt; if thoſe you ſeek, 

It were a journey like the path to Heav'n, 

To help you find them. 

LA. Gentle Villager, 

What readieſt way would bring m to that ꝓlace? 305 

Con. Due welt it riſes from this ſhrubby point. 
LA. To find out that, good Shepherd, I ſuppoſe, 

In ſuch a ſeant allowance of ſtax- light, 

Would over taſk the · beſt land-pilat's art, 

Without,the ſure gueſes of well practis d feet. 310 

Con. I Know each lane, and every alley green, 

Dingle, or buſhy dell of this wild wood, 

And every bolky bourn from ſide: to ſide, 

And if your! ſtray-attendence be yet lodg'd, 315 

Ere morrow wake, or the lowW-rooſted lark 

From her thatcht-pallat rouſe; if otherwiſe 

I can conduct you, Lady, tu 2 low | 

But loyal cqttage, where you . 320 

Till further queſt. | 
A. Shepherd; L take chy word, £15 2 


ed uus. 165 


And truſt thy honeſt offer'd courteſy, 

Which oft is ſooner found in lowly ſheds 

With ſmoky rafters, than in tap'ſtry halls 

And courts of princes where it firſt was * 927 

And yet is moſt pretended : in a place | 

Leſs warranted: than this, or leſs ſecure, 

I cannot be, that I ſhould fear to change it. 

Eye me, bleſt Providence, and ſquare my trial 

To my 1 ſtrength. Shepherd, lead on. 330 
The two ROTER RS. 

E.Bro. Unmuffle ye faint Stars, and thou fair Moon, 
That wont'ſt to love the traveller's benizon,  . 
Stoop thy pale viſage through an amber cloud, 

And diſinherit Chaos, that reigns here | 

In double night of darkneſs and of ſhades; 335 
Or if your influence be quite dammꝭd up 
With black uſurping miſts, ſome gentle taper, _ 
Though a ruſh candle from the wicker hole 

Of ſome clay habitation, viſit us nr; 

With thy long levell'd rule of ſtreaming light, 340 
And thou ſhalt be our ſtay of Arcady, / 

Or Tyrian Cynoſure. 

Y. Bro. Or if our eyes 
Be barr'd that happineſs, might we but hear 
The folded flocks penn'd in their watled cotes, 
Or ſound of paſt ral reed with oaten ſtops, 345 
Or whiſtle from the lodge, or village cock 
Count the night watches to his feathery dames, 
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Twould be ſome ſolace yet, ſonie little cheering 

In this cloſe dungeon of innumerous boughs. 
But O that hapleſs virgin, our loſt ſiſter, 330 
Wherr may ſhe wandler now, whither: hetake her 
From the chill dew, amongſt rude burs and thiſtles ? 
Perhaps ſome cold bank is her bolſter now, 

Or 'gainſt the ruggedꝭ bark of ſome broad elm 

Leans her unpillow d head fraughit with ſud frars. 355 
What if in wild amazement, and affright, 

Or, while we ſpeak, within the direful graſp 

Of farage hunger, or of ſavage heat? 

E. Bxo: Peace, Brother, be not over-exquiſite 
To caſt the faſhion: of uncertain evils: 360 
For grant they be fo, while they reſt unknown, 
What need a man foreſtal his date of grief, 

And run to meet what he would moſt avoid? 

Or if they be bat falſe alarms of Fear, 

How hitter is. ſuch felf-delufion ? | 365 
I do not think my ſiſter ſo to ſeck, 

Or ſo unprineipled in Virtue's book, 

And the ſweet peace that goodneſs: boſoms ever 

As that the ſingle want of light and noiſe 

(Not being in danger, as I truſt ſhe is not) 370 
Could ſtir the conſtant mood of her calm thoughts, 
And put them into miſbecoming plight. 

Virtue could ſee to do what Virtue would 

By her own radiant light, though ſun and moon 
Were an the flat ſea ſunk. And Wiſdom's felf 375 
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Oft ſeeks to-ſweet-retired ſolitude, 

Where with her beſt nurſe Contemplatiow . 
She plumes her feathers, and lets grow her wings, 1 
That in the various buſtle-of teſurt 

Were all too ruffled, and ſometimes impair d. 380 
He that has light within his on clear breaſt 
May fit i th' center, and enjoy bright day: 

But he that hides à dark foul, and foul thoughts, 
Benighted walls under the mid · day ſunʒ 
Himſelf is his own dungeon. 

Y. Bro. "Tis moſt true, 385 
That muſing Meditation mocbaftede 5 
The penſive ſecrecy of deſert cell, 

Far from the cheerful haunt of men SETUP 4 
And fits as ſafe as in a ſenate houſ : 

For who would rob a hermit of his werds, 390 
His few. books; or his beads; or maple diſh; . . 

Or doo his grey hairs any violence? © 

But Beauty, like the fair Hefperian tree - : 

Laden with blooming gold, had'needrthe guard :: . 
Of dragon watch with uninchanted cy, 395 
To ſave her bloſſoms, and defend her fruit | 
From the raſh: hand of bold Incontinence. 

You may as well ſpread ont the unfunn'd: heaps 
Of miſers; treaſure hy an outla s den, 

And tell me it is ſafe, as bid mathonpe 400 
Danger will wink on Opportunity, © 
And let a ſingle tielpteſs maidewrpaſs*. + . 
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Uninjur'd in this wild ſurrounding waſte. 
Of night, or lonelineſs it recks me not; 
I fear the dread events that dog them both, 405 
Leſt ſome ill- greeting touch attempt the n b 
Of our unowned ſiſter. 
E. Bro. I do not, Brother, 
Infer, as if I thought my ſiſter's ſtate 
Secure without all doubt, or controverſy : 
Yet where an equal poiſe of hope and fear 410 
Does arbitrate th' event, my nature is 
That I incline to hope, rather than fear, 
And gladly baniſh ſquint Suſpicion. 
My ſiſter is not fo defenſeleſs left. 
As you imagin; ſne' has a hidden ſtrength 4135 
Which you remember not. 

V. Bxo. What hidden ſtrength, 

Unleſs the ſtrength of Heav'n, if you mean that? 

E. Bro. I mean that too, but yet a hidden ſtrength, 
Which if Heav'n gave it, may be term'd her own: 
"Tis Chaſtity, my brother, Chaſtity : 420 
She that has that is clad in complete ſteel, 

And like a quiver'd nymph with arrows keen 

May trace huge foreſts, and unharbour'd heaths, 
Infamous hills, and ſandy perilous wilds, 

Where hrough the ſacred rays of Chaſtity, 425 
No ſavage fierce, bandite, or mountaineer 


Will dare to ſoil her virgin purity: 


Yea there, where very Deſolation dwells 
2A 2 
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By grots, and caverns ſhagg'd with horrid ſhades, 
She may paſs on with unblench'd majeſty, 430 
Be it not done in pride, or in preſumption. 

Some ſay no evil thing that walks by night, 

In fog, or fire, by lake, or mooriſh fen, 

Blue meager hag, or ſtubborn unlaid ghoſt, 

That breaks his magic chains at curfeu time, 435 
No goblin, or ſwart faery of the mine 

Hath hurtful power o'er true virginity. 

Do ye believe me yet, or ſhall I call 

Antiquity from the old ſchools of Greece 

To teſtify the arms of Chaſtity? 440 
Hence had the huntreſs Dian her dread bow, 

Fair filver-ſhafted queen, for ever chaſte, 
Wherewith ſhe tam'd the brinded lioneſs 

And ſpotted mountaia pard, but ſet at nought 

The frivolous bolt of Cupid; gods and men 445 
Fear'd her ſtern frown,and ſhe was Queen o'th"Woods. 
What was that ſnaky-headed gorgon ſhield, : 
That wiſe Minerva wore, unconquer d virgin, 
Wherewith ſhe freez'd her foes to congeal'd ſtone, 
But rigid looks of chaſte auſterity, 450 
And noble grace that daſh'd brute violence 

With ſudden adoration, and blank awe ? 

So dear to Heav'n is ſaintly Chaſtity, 

That when a foul is found ſincerely fo, 

A thouſand liveried angels lacky her, 45S 
Driving far off each thing of fin and guilt, , © 
 Valume III. P 
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And in clear dream, and ſolemn viſion, - - * WA 

Jell her of things that no groſs car can hear, 

Till oft converſe with hen vinly babitanta 

Begin to caſt a beam on th out ward ſnape, 460 

The unpolluted temple. of the mind ; 

And turns it by degrees to the ſoul :s eſſence, 

Till all be wade immortal: but-when-/Luſt,. . 

By unchaſte looks, looſe ge ſtures, and: foul tak“, 

But moſt by leud and laviſh ac af ſin, 465 

Lets in Defilement to the inw ard parts, 

The ſoul grows elotted by contagion, 

Imbodies, and imbrutes, till. ſhe: quite loſe 

The diyine. property af her firſt being. | 

Such are thoſe thick. and: gloomy: duden damp 470 

Oft ſeen in charnel yaults, and ſepulchers, 

Lingring, and ſitting by a neu- made grave, 

As loath to leave the body that. it lov d, 

And link' d itſelf by carnal ſenfwality -. . ... 

To a degenerate and degraded ſtate. 475 
Y. Bxo. How charming is divine philoſophy⸗! 

Not harſh, and erabbed as: dull fools ſuppoſe,” 

But muſical as is Apollo's lu, 

And a perpetual feaſt of nectar'd ſwects, 

Where no erude ſurfeit trigna 
E. Bro, Liſt, liſt, I hear 1 Hh ood 

Some far off hallow break the Glent air. i 

2. J. Bxo. Methought ſo-tog; what: ſhould it be. 
E. Bxo, For certain 1422 10 

. a * 
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Either ſome one like us night-feunder'dthere, - ” 
Or. elſe ſome neighbour: wood · man, or, at worſt, 
Some roving robber calling to his fellows. - 485 
V. Bao. Heav'n keepmy ſiſter; Again, agaĩn e 
Beſt draw, and ſtand upon our guard. 5 1 1 
E. BRo. Ell hallow); | 
If he be friendly, he tomes well; if not, 
Defenſe is a good cauſe, and Heav'n be for us. | 
The attendent $ertaT; babited lite a ſhepherld. 
That hallo I ſhauld know, hat are you ſpeak; 499. 
Come not too. near; you fall on iron ftakes-clſe, * 
Sei. What voice is that? myyoungLord*ſpeak again. 
J. Bro. Q Brother, tis my father's ſhephetdſure. 
E.Bxo,Dhyrſis>whoſcartfulſtrains Have oft delay d 
The huddling brock to hear his madrigal, 495 
And ſweeten'd every muſtroſe of the dale. 
How cam'ſt thou here, good Swain? hath any ram 
Slipt from the fold, vr young kid loft his dam, 
Or ſtraggling weather the pent flock forſoox? 
How could'ſt thou ſimd this dark ſequeſter d nook? 
Ser. O my los d maſter's heir, and his next Joy, Sor 
Icame not here on ſuch a trivial toy 
As a ſtray'd ewe, or to purſue the ſtealth 
Ofipitfering wolf; not all the fleecy wealth 
That doth enrich theſt downs, is worth w thought 
To this my errand , and the care it brought. 506 
But, O my virgin Lady; where is ſne? WN 
How chance ſhe ds not in your company? + 
P ij 
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E. Bo. To tell thee ſadly, Shepherd, without blame, 


Or our neglect, we loſt her as we came. 510 
Sei. Ay me unhappy! then my fears are true. 
E. Bxo. What fears, good Thyrſis? Prethee briefly 
Ser. I'Il tell ye; tis not vain or fabulous, ¶ ſhew. 
(Though fo eſteem'd by ſhallow ignorance). 


What the ſage poets, taught by th' heav'nly Muſe, 


Story'd of old in high immortal verſe, 516 

Of dire chimeras and inchanted iles, 

And rifted rocks whoſe entrance leads to Hell; 

For ſuch there be, but Unbelief is blind. | 
Within the navel of this hideous wood, 520 

Immur'd in cypreſs ſhades a forcerer dwells, 

Of Bacchus and of Circe born, great Comus, 

Deep ſkill'd in all his mother's witcheries, 

And here to every thirſty wanderer 

By ſly enticement gives his baneful cup, 525 

With many murmurs mix'd, whoſe pleaſing poiſon 

The viſage quite transforms of him that drinks, 

And the inglorious likeneſs of a beaſt 

Fixes inftead, unmolding Reaſon's mintage 

CharaQter'd in the face; this have I learnt 530 

Tending my flocks hard by i' th' hilly crofts 


That brow this bottom glade, whence night by night 


He and his monſtrous rout are heard to howl 

Like ſtabled wolves, or tigers at their prey, 

Doing abhorred rites to Hecate 535 
In their obſcured haunts of inmoſt bowers. 
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Vet have they many baits, and guileful ſpells, 
To' inveigle and invite th unwary ſenſe 
Of them that paſs unweeting by the way. | 
This evening late, by then the chewing florks 546 
Had talen their ſupper on the ſavory herb 12 
Of knot-graſs dev- heſprent, and were in ſoldx 
I fat me:down to watch upon à bank 
With ivy canopied, and inter wove 
With flaunting honey-ſuckle, and began, 545 
Wrapt in a pleaſing fit of melancholy, T 
To meditate my tural minſtrelſy, 
Till Fancy had her fill, but ere a cloſe 
The wonted roar was up amidſt the woods, 
And fibd the air with barbarous diſſonance; 550 
At which Lceas'd, and liſten'd them a while, | 
Till an unuſual ſtop of ſudden ſilence 
Gave reſpit to the drouſy fligkted Needs, 
That draw the litter of cloſe · curtainꝰd Sleep; 
At laſt a ſoft and ſolemn hrtathing ſounxd 555 
Roſe like a-fteam of rich diſtill'd perfumes, 
And ſtole upon the air, that even Silence 
Was took ere ſhe was'ware, and with'd ſhe might 
Deny her nature, and be never more 
Still to be ſo diſplac'd. I was all ear, 360 
And took in ſtrains that might create à ſoul 
Under the ribs of Death: but O ere long 
Too well I did perceive it was the voice 
Of my moſt honor d Lady, your dear ſiſter. 
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Amaz'd I ſtood, harrow'd with grief and fear, 565 
And O poor hapleſs nightingale thought 1, 

How ſweet thou ſing'ſt, how near the deadly ſnare! 
Then down the Iawns I ran with headlong haſte, 
Through paths and turnings often trod by day, 

Till guided by mine ear I found the place, 570 
Where that damn'd wiſard hid in fly diſguiſe 

(For ſo by certain ſigns I knew) had met 

Already, ere my beſt ſpeed could prevent, 

The aidleſs innocent Lady his wiſh'd prey, 


Who gently aſk'd if he had ſeen ſuch two, 578. 


Suppoſing him ſome neighbour villager.. 
Longer I durſt not ſtay, but ſoon I gueſs d 
Ye were the two ſhe meant; with that I ſprung 
Into ſwift flight, till I had found you here, 
But further know I not. | 
Y. Bro. O Night and Shades, 580 
How are ye join'd with Hell in triple knot, 
Againſt th' unarmed weakneſs of one virgin 
Alone, and helpleſs! Is this the confidence 
You gave me, Brother ? 
E. Bro. Yes, and keep it ſtill, 5 
Lean on it ſafely; not a period : - 585 
Shall be unſaid for me: againſt the threats 
Of Malice or of Sorcery, or that power 
Which erring men call Chance, tbis I hold firm, 
Virtue may be aflail'd, but never hurt, 
Surpris'd by unjuſt force, but not inthrall'd; 590 


c Mus. 175 
Yea even that which Miſchief meant moſt harm, 
Shall in the happy trial prove moſt glory : 
But evil on itſelf ſhall back recoil, 
And mix no more with goodneſs, when at laſt 


Gather'd like ſcum, and ſettled to itſelf, 595 


It ſhall be in eternal reſtleſs change 
Self- fed, and ſelf-conſumed : if this fail, 
The pillar'd firmament is rottenneſs, 
And earth's baſe built on ſtubble. But come let's on. 
Againſt th' oppoſing will and arm of Heav'in 600 
May never this juſt ſword be lifted up; 
But for that damn'd Magician, let him be girt 
With all the-grifly legions that troop 
Under the footy flag of Acheron, 
Harpyes and Hydras, or all the monſtrous forms 605 
Twixt Africa and Ind, FI find him out, 
And force him to reſtore his purchaſe back, 
Or drag him by the curls to a foul death, 
Curs'd as his life. 
Ser. Alas! good ventrous Youth, 

I love thy courage yet, and bold empriſe; 610 
But here thy ſword can do thee little ſtead ; 
Far other arms, and other weapons muſt 
Be thoſe that quell the might of helliſh charms : 
He with his bare wand can unthred thy joints, 
And crumble all thy ſinews. 

E. Bxo. Why prethee, Shepherd, 615 
How durſt thou then thyſelf approach ſo near, 
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176 COMUS, 


As to make this relation? 

Sei. Care and utmoſt ſhifts 
How to ſecure the Lady from-furpriſal, 
Brought to my mind a-certain ſhepherd lad, 
Of ſmall regard to fee to; yet well. ſxilld 620 
In every virtuous plant and healing herb, 
That ſpreads her verdant leaf to th* morning ray: 
He lov'd me well, and oft would beg me ſing, 
Which when + did, he on the tender graſs 
Would ſit, and hearken ev'n to extaſy, 625 
And in requital ape his leat bern ſcrip, 
And ſhaw me ſimples of a thouſand names, 
Telling their ſtrange:and vigorous faculties: 
Amongſt the reſt a ſmalbnnſfightly root, 
But of:divine effeft; he call d me out; 630 
The leaf was arkiſh, and had. prickles on it, 
But in another country, as he ſaid, 
Bore a bright gulden ſlowor, but not in this ſoil: 
Unknown, and like eſteem'd, and the dull ſwain 
Treads on it daily withihis clonted oon; . 635 
And yet more medlei nal ds it than that moly 
That Hermes once to wiſe: Uly files gave ; 
He call'd it Hemonpy, and gave it me, 
And bade me keep it as of fovran uſe | 
'Gainſt all inchantments, mildow, blaft; or damp, 
Or ghaſtly furies' apparitian. 68644 
I purs'd it up, but little reck ning made, 
Till gow that this extremity compell'd ; 
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But now I find it true; for by this means 
knew the foul inchanter though diſguis d, 645 
Enter'd the very lime-twigs of his ſpells, | 
And yet came off: if you have this about you, 
(As I will give you when we go) you may 
Boldly aſſault the Necromancer's hall ; | 
Where if he be, with dauntleſs hardihood, 650 
And brandiſh'd blade ruſh on him, break his glaſs, 
And ſhed the luſcious liquor on the ground, 
But ſeiſe his wand; though he and his curs'd crew 
Fierce ſign of battel make, and menace high, 
Or like the ſons of Vulcan vomit ſmoke, 655 
Yet will they ſoon retire, if he but ſhrink. 

E. Bao. Thyrſis, lead on apace, T'll follow thee, 
And ſome good angel bear a ſhield before us. 


The ſcene changes to a ſtately palace, ſet out with all man- 


ner of deliciouſneſs : ſoft muſic, tables ſpread with all 

dainties. couus appears with his rabble, and the Lavy 

ſet in an inchanted chair, to whom he offers his glaſs, 
which ſhe puts by, and goes about to riſe. 

Com. Nay, Lady, fit; if I but wave this wand, 
Your nerves are all chain'd up in alabaſter, 660 
And yau a ſtatue, or as Daphne was | | 
Root-bound, that fled Apollo. 

La. Fool, do not boaſt, 

Thou canſt not touch the freedom of my mind 
With all thy charms although this corporal rind 
Thou haſt immanacl'd, while Heay'n ſees good. 665 

Cam. Why are you vext, Lady? why do you frown ? 
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178 couus. 
Here dwell no ſrowns, nor anger; from tlirſt gates 
Sorrow flies far: ſre here be all the pleaſures 


That Fancy can beget on youthful thoughts, 
When the freſn blood grows lively, and returns 670 


, Briſk as the April buds in ꝓrimroſeſeaſon. 


And firſt behold this cordial julep here, 

Ihat flames, and dances in his cryſtal bounds, 

With ſpi' rits of balm, and fragrant ſy rups mix'd, 
Not that Nepenthes which the wife af Thone 675 
In Egypt gave to Jove-born Helena, i 

Is of ſuch power to ſtir up joy as this, 

To life ſo friendly; or ſo cool to thirſt. 

Why ſhould you be ſo eruel to yourſelf, 

And to thoſe dainty limbs which Nature lun | 680 
For gentle uſages ah ſoft delicacy ?: 

But you invert the covenants of 1 

And harſhly deal like an ill borrower 

With that which you receivd e ee 
Scorning the unexempt condition 685 
By which all mortal frailty muſt ſubſiſt, | 
Refreſhment'after toil, caſe after pain, 

That have beer-tir'd all day without: repaſt, 

And timely reſt have wanted; — n 

This will reſtore all ſoon. 


La. Twill not, falſe traitor, '': 690 


Twill not re ſtore the truth and Honeſty 
That thou haſt baniſnh'd from gehe wk Hes 
Was tbis the cottage, and the ſafe;abode 


Thou talaſt me of? What. grim aſpects are theſe, . 
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Theſe ugly headed monſters? Mercy guard me! 695 
Hence witlhi thy brew'd inchantmeuts, foul deceiver; 
Haſt thou betray d my ctedulous innocen em 
With vifor'd fal hood, and baſe furgerx ? 

And: would ſt thdu ſcek again to trap me here 
With liquoriſh baits fit-to-infnare;a brute? 400 
Were it a draft for Jung x hen ſhe banquets, 

I would: not: taſte thy treaſunous aſſer; none 

But ſuch as are good mei can. give guod things, 
And that which is not goods:is nut delicious 
To a well- govern d and: wiſo appetit. cg 
Co u. O fpoliſhneſs of men l that lend their ears 
To thoſe budge doctors of the Stuio fur, 

And fetch their prebe pts frum the Cynic tub, 
Praiſing the lean and fallow/Abſtinence:. - 
Wherefore did Natura pour her-baunties forth 710 
With ſuch a full and un withdraw ing hand. 
Covering the earth with odurs, fruits, and flocks, 
Thronging the ſeas. with ſpaum innumerable, | 
But all to pleaſe,:an fate the:corious:taſte 2: - | 
And ſet to work millions. of ſpinning worms, 715 
That in their green ſhops weave the ſmooth<hair dil 
To deck her ſons; and: that no corner might 

Be vacant of her plenty, in hemowny/loins: - 

She hutcht th' all worſhipt oro and previous: gems 
To ftare her children with: if all the world 720 
Should in à pet of temp ranco:feęd om ꝓulſe. 
Drink the clear ſtream, and nothing wear hut frieze, 
il Al-giver duld belunthank d, umu be unprais d, 
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Not half his riches known, and yet deſpis'd, 

And we ſhould ſerve him as a grudging maſter; 725 
As a penurious niggard of his wealth, 

And live like Nature's baſtards, not her ſons, 

Who would be quite ſurcharg'd with her own weight, 
And ſtrangled with her waſte fertility, 729 
Th' earth cumber d, and the wing' d air darkt with 
The herds would over-multitude their lords, [ plumes, 
The ſea o'erfraught would ſwell, and th' unſought 
Would ſo imblaze the forchead of the Deep, [diamonds 
And fo beſtud with ſtars, that they below 

Would grow inur'd to light, and come at laſt 735 
To gaze upon the ſun with ſhameleſs brows. 

Liſt Lady, be not coy, and be not coſen'd 

With that ſame vaunted name Virginity. 

Beauty is Nature's coin, muſt not be horded, 


But muſt be current, and the good thereof 740 


Conſiſts in mutual and partaken bliſs, 

Unſavory in th' enjoyment of itſelf; 

If you let flip time, like a neglected roſe 

It withers on the ſtalk with languiſh'd head. 

Beauty is Nature's brag, and muſt be ſhown 745 
In courts, in feaſts, and high ſolemnities, 

Where moſt may wonder at the workmanſhip; 

It is for homely features to keep home, 

They had their name thence; coarſe complexions 
And cheeks of ſorry grain will ſerve to ply 750 
The ſampler, and to teaſe the huſwiſe s wool. 
What need a vermeil-tinctur d lip for that, 
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Love- darting eyes, or treſſes like the Morn? 

There was another meaning iti theſe gifts,” 754 

Think what, and be advis'd; you are but young yet. 
La. I had not thought to have unlockt my lips 

In this unhallow'd air; but that this jugler 

Would think to charm my judgment, as mine eyes, 

Obtruding falſe rules prankt in Reaſon's garb. 

I hate when Vice can bolt her arguments, 760 

And Virtue has no tongue to cheek her pride. 

Impoſtor, do not charge moſt innocent Nature, 

As if ſhe: would her children ſhould be riotous 

With her abundance; ſhe good catereſs 

Means her proviſion only to the good, 765 

That live according to her ſober laws, 1 

And holy dictate of ſpare Temperance: 

If every juſt man, that now pines with want, 

Had but a moderate and beſeeming ſhare 

Of that which lewdly-pamper'd Luxury 770 

Now heaps upon · ſome few with vaſt exceſs, | 

Nature's full bleſſings would be well diſpens'd 

In unſuperfluous even proportion, 

And ſhe no whit incumber'd with her ſtore, 

And then the Giver would be better thank d, 775 

His praiſe due paid; for ſwiniſh- Gluttony | 

Ne'er looks to- Heav'n-amid{t his gorgeous feaft, 

But with beſotted baſe ingratitude 

Crams, and blaſphemes his feeder. Shall I go on? 

Or have I ſaid enough? To him that dares 780 
Volume III. Q_ 
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Arm his profane tongue with-contemptuous words 


Againſt the ſun-clad pow'r of Chaſtity, 

Fain would I ſomething ſay, yet to what end ? 
Thou haſt nor ear, nor idul to apprehend 

The ſublime notion, and high myſtery, 785 
That muſt be utter d to unfold the ſage 

And ſerious doctrin of Virginity, 

And thou art worthy that thou ſhouldſt not know 
More happineſs than this thy preſent lot. | 
Enjoy your dear wit, and gay rhetoric, 790 
That hath ſo well been taught her dazzling fence, 
Thou art not fit to hear thyſelf convin'd; 

Yet ſhould I try, the uncontrolled worth 

Of this pure cauſe would kindle my rapt ſpirits 

To ſuch a flame of ſacred vehemenee, 795 
That dumb things would be mov'd to ſympathize, 
And the brute Earth would lend her nerves, and ſhake, 
Till all thy magic ſtructures rear'd ſo high, 

Were ſhatter'd into heaps o'er thy falſe head.” 


Com. She fables not, I feel that I do fear 800 


ITler words ſet off by ſome ſuperior power; 

And though not mortal, yet a cold ſhudd'ring dew 
Dips me all o'er, as when the wrath of Jove 

Speaks thunder, and the chains of Erebus 

To ſome of Saturn's crew. I muſt diſſemble 80g 
And try her yet more ſtrongly. Come, no more, 
This is mere moral babble, and direct 

Againſt the canon laws of our foundation; 

L muſt not ſuffer this, yet tis but the lees- 
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And ſettlings of a melancholy blood: 810 
Rut this will cure all ſtrait, one ſip of this 
Will bathe the drooping ſpirits in delight 
Beyond the bliſs of dreams. Be wiſe, and taſte.—- 
The BROTHERS ruſb in with fwords drawn, tureſt his glaſs 
out of his hand, and break it againſt the ground ; his 
rout make ſign of reſiſtance, but are. all driven iu: the 
attendent $P1RIT comes in. 
Ser. What, have you let the falſe inchanter Gods? 
O ye miſtook, ye ſhould have ſnatcht his wand 815 
And bound him faſt; without his rod revers d, 
And backward mutters of diſſevering power, 
We cannot free the lady that ſits here 
In ſtony fetters fix d, and motionleſs < 
Yet ſtay, be not diſturb'd; now 1 bethink me, 820 
Some other means I have which may be us'd, | 
Which once of Melibœus old I learnt, 
The ſootheſt ſhepherd that c'er pip'd on plains. 
There is a gentle nymph not far from hence, 
That with moiſt curb ſways the ſmooth Severn ſtream, 
Sabrina is her name, a virgin pure; 826 
Whilome ſhe was the daughter of Locrine, 
That had the ſcepter from his father Brute, 
She guiltleſs damſel fly'ing the mad purſuit 
Of her enraged Repdame Guendolen, + 830 
Commended her fair innocence to the flood, 
That ſtay'd her flight with his eroſs- flowing courſe. 
Te water-nymphs that in the bottom play'd, 
Qy 
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Held up their pearled wriſts and took her in, 


Bearing her ſtrait to aged Nereus' hall, 835 
Who piteous of her woes, rear'd ber lank head, 
And gave her to his daughters to imbathe 


In Xnectar' d lavers ſtrowꝰ d with afphodil, 


And through the porch and inlet of each ſenſe 


Dropt in ambroſial oils till ſne revir d, 840 


And underwent a quick immortal change, 


Made goddeſs of the river; ſtill ſhe retains 
Her maiden gentleneſs, and aft at eve 


Viſits the herds along the twilight meadows, 
Helping all urchin blaſts, and ill luck ſigns 845 
That the ſhrewd medling elfe delights to make, 
Which ſhe with precious vial'd liquors heals; 


For which the: ſhepherds at their feſtivals 


Carol her goodneſs loud in-ruſtic lays, 
And throw ſweet garlands' wreaths into her — 
Of pancies, pinks, and gaudy daffadils. 38351 


And, as the old fwain ſaid, the can unlock 
The claſping charm; and thaw the 2 
If ſhe be right invok'd in warbled ſong, 
For maidenhood ſhe loves, and will be fwift ggg 
To aid a virgin, ſuch as was herſelf, 
In hard- beſetting need; this will I try, 
And add the _ of ſome ne verſe. 
do. | 
„San fair, W 

Liſten where thou art ſitting 860 

Under the glaſſy, cool, tranſlucent wave, 


COMUS, 185 
In twiſted braids of lillies knitting 
The looſe train of thy amber-dropping hair; 
Liſten for dear Honor's ſake, 
Goddeſs of the Silver lake. 865 
Liſten and ſave. 
Liſten and appear to us 
Ia name of great Oceanus, 
By th' carth-ſhaking Neptune's mace, 
And Tethys' grave majeſtic pace, 870 
By hoary Nereus' wrinkled look, 
And the Carpathian wiſard's hook, 
By ſcaly Triton's winding ſhell, 
And old ſooth-ſaying Glaucus' ſpell, 
By Leucothea's lovely hands, 875 
And her ſon that rules the ſtrands, 
By Thetis' tinſel-ſlipper'd feet, 
And the ſongs of Sirens ſweet, 
By dead Parthenope's dear tomb, 
And fair Ligea's golden comb, 380 
Wherewith ſhe fits on diamond rocks, 
Sleeking her ſoft alluring loeks, 
By all the nymphs that nightly dance 
Upon thy ſtreams with wily glance, 
Riſe, riſe, and heave thy roſy head 883 
From thy coral-paven bed, 
And bridle in thy headlong wave, 
Til thou our ſummons anſwer'd have. 
Liſten and ſave. 
Qij 


bs 186 co uus. | 
9 SABRINA riſes, attended by water-nympbs, and ſings. I to 
. By the ruſby-fringed bank, 890 No\ 
N Where grows the willow and the oſier dank, An 

ö My ſliding chariot ſtays, To 

% Thick ſet with agat, and the azurn ſheen 34 
1 { Of turkis blue, and emrald green, 8 
5 That in the channel ſtrays; 895 Spr1 
. Whilſt from off the waters fleet Ma; 
3 Thus I ſet my printleſs feet The 
bt O'er the cowſlip's velvet head, Fro 
3 That bends not as I tread; | The 
i Gentle Swain, at thy requeſt 900 Sun 
5 I am here. Nev 
NF: Set. Goddeſs dear, Nor 
| We implore thy powerful hand Thy. 
To undo the charmed band Ma; 
Of true virgin here diſtreſt, 905 The 
Through the foree, and throngh the wile Ma; 
Of unbleſt inchanter vile. Wit 
San. Shepherd, tis my oſſice beſt | An 
To help inſnared chaſtity 4 | Wit 
Brighteſt Lady, look on me; 910 C 
Thus I ſprinkſe on thy hreaſt | Let 
Drops that from my fountain! pure Leſ 
I have kept of precious cute, Wit 
Thrice upon thy fingers tip, Not 
Thrice upon thy rubied lip; 9174 Till 
Next this marble venom'd ſeat, I ſh; 


Smear'd with gums of glutenous heat, Thi 
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I touch with chaſte palms moiſt and cold: 
Now the ſpell hath loſt his hold; 

And I muſt haſte exe morning hour 

To wait in Amphitrite's bower. 


187 
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sABRINxA deſcends, and the Lab riſes out of ber ſeat. ' 


. $e1. Virgin, daughter of Locrine 
Sprung of old Anchiſes line, 
May thy brimmed waves for this 
'Their full tribute never-miſs 
From a thouſand petty rills, 
That tumble down the ſnowy hills: 
Summer drouth, or ſinged air 
Never feorch thy treſſes fair, 
Nor wet October's torrent: flood 
Thy molten cryſtal fill with mud; 
May thy billows roll aſhore 
The beryl; and the golden ore; 
May thy lofty head be crown'd 
With many a tower and terras round, 
And here and there thy banks upon 
With groves of myrrhe, and cinnamon. 


Come, Lady, while Heav'n lends us grace, 


Let us fly this curſed place, 

Leſt the Sorcerer us entice 

With ſome other new. devices 

Not a waſte, or neguleſs ſound, 
Till we come to holier ground; 

I ſhall be your faithful guide 
Through this gloomy covert wide, 
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And not many furlongs thence 

Is your father's reſidence, 

Where this night are met in ſtate 

Many a friend to gratulate | 

His wiſh'd preſence, and beſide 950 

All the ſwains that near abide, | 

With jigs and rural dance reſort ; 

We ſhall catch them at their ſport, 

And our ſudden coming there 

Will double all their mirth and cheer; 955 

Come let us haſte, the ſtars grow high, 

But Night ſits monarch yet in the mid {ky. 

The ſcene changes, preſenting Ludlow town andthepreſident”s 
caſtle ; then come in country dancers, after them the at- 
tendent $P1RIT, with the two BROTHERS andthe LADY. 

SONG. 
Sei. Back, Shepherds, b enough your play, 

Till next ſun-ſhine holiday; 

Here be without duck or nod 960 

Other trippings to be trod | 

Of lighter toes, and ſuch court guiſe 

As Mercury did firſt deviſe 

With the mincing Dryades 

On the lawns, and on the leas. 965 

This ſecond ſong preſents them to their father and mother. 
Nos: Lord, and Lady brit, 
I have brought you new delight, 

Here behold fo goodly'grown © 6 
Three fair branches of your pwn; ; 


touus. 
Heav'n hath timely try'd their youth, 


Their faith, their patience, and their truth, 
And ſent them here through hard aſſays 


With a crown of deathleſs praiſe, 


To triumph in victorious dance 
O'er ſenſual folly, and intempenancte 
The dances ended, the surf efiloguizes. 


Sri. To the ocean now I fly, | 11! + 
And thoſe happy climes that lie 
Where Day never ſnuts his eye, 


Up in the broad fields of the ky : 1 7% 


There I ſuck the liquid air 
All amidſt the gardens fair 


Of Heſperus, and his daughters three 0 


That ſing about the golden-tree: , 
Along the criſped ſhades and bowers 
Revels the ſpruce and jocund Spring, 
The Graces; and the raſy-boſfom'd Hours, 
Thither all their bounties bring; 
That there eternal Summer. dwells, 
And weſt-winds with:muſky wing 
About the cedarn alleys fling - 

Nard and Caſſia's balmy ſmells. 

Iris there with humid bow 

Waters the odorous banks, that, blow 
Flowers of more mingled hue 

Than her purfled ſcarf can ſhew, 

And drenches with Elyſian dew 

(Liſt mortals, if your ears be true) 
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Beds of hyacinth and roſes, 

Where young Adonis oft repoſes, 
Waxing well of his deep wound 

In ſlumber ſoft, and on the ground 
Sadly ſits th' Aſſyrian queen; 

But far above in ſpangled ſheen 
Celeſtial Cupid her fam'd ſon advanc'd, 


Holds his dear Pſyche ſweet intranc'd, 


After her wand'ring labors long, 
Till free conſent the gods among 
Make her his eternal bride, 

Aud from her fair unſpotted ſide 
Two bliſsful twins are to be born, 
Youth and Joy; ſo Jove hath ſworn. 

But now my taſk is ſmoothly done, 
I can fly, or I can run | 
Quickly to the green earth's end, 
Where the bow'd welkin flow doth dend, 
And from thence can ſoar as ſoon 
To the corners of the moon. 

Mortals that would follow me, 
Love Virtue, ſhe alone is free, | 
She can teach ye how to clime 
Higher than the ſphery chime; 

Or if Virtue feeble were, 
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The End of Comus. 
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HENCE loathed Melancholy, 
Of Cerberus and blackeſt Midnight born, 
In Stygian cave forlorn 
'Mongſthorridſhapes,andftiricki,uutiighteunboly, 
Find out ſome uncouth coll, | 5 
Where brooding Darkneſs ſpreads r e wings, 
And the night raven ſings; 
There under ebon ſhades, and low-brow'd Nr 
As ragged as thy locks, 
In dark Cimmerian deſert ever dwell. 10 
But come thou goddeſs fair and free, 
Im Heav'n ycleap'd Euphroſyne, - 
And by men heart-eaſing Mirth, 
Whom lovely Venus at a birth 
With two ſiſter Graces more Fg 
To ivy-crowned Bacchus bore 5 - 
Or whether (as ſome ſager ſing) | 
The frolic wind that breathes the ſpring, 
Zephyr with Aurora playing, 
As he met her once a-Maying, W 20 
There on beds of violets blue, | 
And freſh-blown roſes waſh'd in dew, 
Fill'd her with thee a daughter fair, 
So buxom, blithe, and debonair. 
Haſte thee Nymph, and bring with thee 25 
Jeſt and youthful Jollity, 
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Quips and Cranks, and wanton Wiles, 


Nods and Becks, and wreathed Smiles, 


Such as hang on Hebe's check, 

And love to live dn dimple ſleck; 
Sport that wrinkled Care derides, 
And; Laughter holding both his ſides. 
Come, and trip it as you go 

On the light fantaſtic. toe, 

And in thy right hand lead with thee, 
The mountain nymph, ſweet Liberty; 
And if I give thee honor due, 

Mirth, admit me of thy crew - | 

To live with her, and live with thee, 
In unreproved pleaſures:free; 

To hear the lark begin his flight, 
And ſinging ſtartle the dull Night, 
From his watch- tower in the ſkies; - 


Till che dappled Dawn doth riſe; 


Then to come in ſpite of Sorrow, 


And at my window: bid good-morrow; - 
Through the ſweet- briar, or the vine: 


Or the twiſted eglantine: 

While the cock with lively din 
Scatters the rear af Darkneſs thin, 
And to the ſtack, or the barn-door, | 
Stoutly ſtruts his dames befure: 


Oft liſt' ning how the hounds and horn 


Cheerly rouſe the ſlumb' ring Morn, 
I 
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From the ſide of ſome hoar hill. 
Through the high wood echoing-ſhrill ; 
Some time walking not unſen 
By hedge-row elms, on hillocs green, 
Right againſt the eaſtern gate, + 
Where the great Sun begins his ſtate, 
Rob'd in flames, and amber light, 
The clouds in thouſand liveries dight, 
While the plow-man near at hand 
Whiſtles o'er the furrow'd land. 
And the milkmaid ſingeth blithe, + 
And the mower whets his ſithe, 
And every ſhepherd tells his tale 
Under the hawthorn in the dale. 
Strait mine eye hath caught new pleaſures 
Whilſt the landſkip round it meaſures, 
Ruſſet lawns, and fallows gray, 
Where the nibbling flocks do ſtray, 
Mountains on whoſe barren breaſt- - 
The lab'ring clouds do often reſt, 
Meadous trim with daiſies pied, 
Shallow brooks, and rivers wide. 
Towers and battlements it ſees 
Boſom'd high in tufted trees, 
Where perhaps ſome beauty lies, 
The cynoſure of neighb'ring eyes. 
Hard by, a cottage chimney ſmokes, 
From betwixt two aged oaks, 
Volame III. R 
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Where Corydon and. Thyrſis met, 
Are at their ſavory dinnet ſet 

Of herbs, and other country meſſes, 


Which the neat : handrd Phyllis drefies 3- 


And then in haſte her boweri[ſhe leaves, 
With Theſtylis to bind the ſheaves; ' 
Or if the earlier ſcaſon leail 

To the tann'd haycock in the mead. 
Sometimes with ſecure delight 

The upland hamlets will invite, 
When the merry bells ring round, 
And the jocond rebees ſound 

To many a youth, and many a maid, 
Dancing in the chequerid hade; 

And young and old come:forth tu play 
Od a ſunſhine holy«dayy 
Till the live- long day-light:fail;- 
Then to the ſpicy nutcbroun ale, 

With ſtories told of many a feat, 

How faery Mab the junkets eat, 

She was pincht, and pull'd ſhe ſaid, 
And he by frier's lanthorn led 

Tells how the drudging goblin ſwet, 

To earn his cream-bowl duly ſet, 
When in one night, ere glimpſe of morn, 
His ſhadowy flale hath threſh'd the corn 
That ten day- lab'rers could not end; 
Then lies him down the lubbat ſiend, 
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And ftretch'd ere ee 
Baſks at the fire his hairy ſtrength, 
And crop- full out af daors herſlings, 
Ere the firſt oo c his matin rings. | 
Thus done the tales to bed hey creep, 115 
By whiſp' ring winds ſoon lullidlaſleep. il 
Towered cities pleaſe us then, 
And the buſy hum of men, 
Where throngs of ænights: and batons bold 
In weeds of Peace diglr trinmphs hold. 
With ſtore of ladies, whoſe» bright eyes 
Rain influence, and judge. the priae 
Of wit, or arms, while both contend 
To win her grace, whom alli mend. 
There let Hymen oft appear 
In ſaffron robe, with taper clear, 
And Pomp, and Feaſt, and Revelry, 
With Maſk and antique Pageantry, 
Such ſights as youthful poets dream, 
On ſummer eves by haunted ſtream. 
Then to the well-trod ſtage anon, 
If Johnſon's learned ſock be on, 
Or ſweeteſt Shakeſpeare, Fancy's child, 
Warble his native wood-notes wild. 
And ever againſt cating cares, 
Lap me in ſoft Lydian airs, 
Married to immortal Verſe, 
Such as the meeting ſoul may pierce 
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In notes, with many a winding bout 

Of linked ſweetneſs long drawn out, 19 148 
With wanton heed, and giddy a | 

The melting voice through mazes running, 
Vutwiltiag all-yha chalip Unbvty: e 

The hidden ſou] of Harmony; fl 0 

That Orpheus” ſelf may heave his — 2145 
From golden ſlumber on a bed d 21 

Of heapt Elyſian flowers, and "JOY | 

Such ſtrains as would have won the car 

Of Pluto, to have quite ſet free 10 5 

His half regain'd Eurydice. e g 
Theſe delights if thou canſt give, 

Mirth, with tliee I mean to live. 


HENCE vain deluding Joys, | 

- The brood of Folly without father bred, 
How little you beſted, ä 

Or fill the fixed mind wich all your toys? 
Dwell in ſome idle brain, 

And fancies fond — polls, 
As thick and numberleſs 


As the gay motes that people the lan beams, 


Or likelieſt hovering dreams 

The fickle penſioners of Morpheus train. 
But hail thou goddeſs; ſage and holy, 
Hail divineſt Melancholy, 
Whoſe faintly viſage is too bright 
To hit the ſenſe of human ſight, 
And therefore to our-weaker view 
O'erlaid with black, aid: Wiſdom s hue j 
Black, but ſuch as in eſteem 7 
Prince Memnon's ſiſter might beſeem, 
Or that ſtarr'd Ethiop queen that ſtrove. 
To ſet her beauties: praiſe abore 
The ſea-nymphs, and their powers offended 1 
Yet thou art higher far:deſeended, 
Thee bright-hair'd Veſtz long of yore 
To ſolitary Saturn borez & 
His daughter ſhe (in Saturn's reign, - 
Such mixture was not held'a'ſtain), -- - - 
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Oft in glimmering bowers and glades 
He met her, and in ſecret ſhades 

Of woody Ida's inmoſt grove, 

While yet there was no fear of Jove. 
Come penſive Nun, devout and pure, 
Sober, ſtedfaſt, and demure, 

All in a robe of darkeſt grain, 

Flowing with majeſtic train, 

And fable ſtole of Cyprus lawn, 

Over thy decent ſhoulders drawn. 

Come, but keep thy wonted ſtate, 

With even ſtep, and muſing gate, 

And looks commercing with the ſkies, 
Thy rapt ſoul ſitting in thine eyes: 
There held in holy paſſion till, 

Forget thyſelf to marble, till 

With a ſad leaden downward caſt 

Thou fix them on the earth as faſt: 

And join with thee calm Peace, and Quiet, 
Spare Faſt, that oft with gods doth dict, 
And hears the Muſes in a ring 

Ay round about Jove's altar ng 1. 

And add to theſe retired Leiſure, 
That in trim gardens takes his pleaſure; 
But firſt, and chiefeſt, with thee bring, 
Him that yan ſoars on golden wing, 
Guiding the fiery-wheeled throne; | - 
The cherub Contemplation; ' 
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And the mute Silence hiſt along, 

Leſs Philomel will deign a ſong, - 

In her ſweeteſt, ſaddeſt plight, | 
Smoothing the rugged brow of Night, 


While Cynthia checks her dragon yoke, © 


Gently o'er th' accuſtom'd oak; 


Sweet bird that ſhunn'ſt the noiſe of folly, 


Moſt muſical, moſt melancholy ! 

'Thee chauntreſs oft the woods among 
I woo to hear thy even-ſong; 
And miſling thee, I walk unſeen 

On the dry ſmooth-ſhaverr green, 

To behold the wand'ring moon, 
Riding near her higheſt noon, 

Like one that had been led aſtray 


Through the Heav'n's wide pathleſs way, 


And oft, as if her head ſhe bow'd, 
Stooping through a fleecy cloud. 

Oft on a plat of riſing ground, 

I hear the far-off curfeu ſound, 
Over ſome wide-water'd ſhore, 
Swinging flow with ſullen roar; 

Or if the air will not permit, 

Some (till removed place will fit, 


Where glowing embers through the * . 


Teach Light to counterfeit a gloom, 
Far from all reſort of mirtnm, 11 
Save the cricket on the hearth, 
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Or the belman's drouſy.chamn, - 
To bleſs the doors frominightly-harm's 
Or let my lamp at midnight - hour, 

Be ſeen in ſome high lonely tower, 

Where I may oft out- watch the Bear, 
With thrice great Hermes, or unſphere 
The ſpirit of Plato to unfeld 

What worlds, or what vaſt regions hold 
The immortal mind that hath forſook 
Her manſion in this Rleſhly-aoek : 

And of thoſe demons that are found 

In fire, air, flood, or-under:grannpd, 

Whoſe power hath a. true eonſent 

With planet, or with clement. 

Sometime let gorgeons Tragedy 

in ſcepter'd-pall come {weeping by, 
Preſenting Thebes', or Pelops line, 

Or the tale of Troy divine, 

Or what (though rare) later age 
Ennobled hath the buſkin'd ſtage. 

But, O ſad Virgin, that thy power 

Might raiſe Muſæus from: his|bower, 

Or bid the ſoul of Orpheus:fing - - 

Such notes, as warbled to the ting, 
Drew iron tears down hto s cherk, 
And made Hell grant what Love:did-feek. 
Or call up him that left half told 

The ſtory of Cambuſean bold, 
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Of Camball, and of Algarſife, 
And who had Canace to wife, 1095 
That own'd the virtuous ring and glaſs, 
And of the wondrous horſe of braſs,” 
On which the Tartar king did r 
And if ought elſe great bards beſide 
In ſage and ſolemn tunes have ſung, 


Of turneys and of trophies hung, 
Of foreſts, and inchantments drear, 


Where more is meant than meets the ear. 


Thus Night oft ſee me in thy pale earreer 
Till civil- ſuited Morn appear, 


Not trickt and frounet as ſhe was wont 


With the Attic boy to hunt, 

But kercheft in a comely cloud, 
While rocking winds are piping loud, 
Or uſher'd with a ſhower (till, 
When the guſt hath blown his fill, 
Ending on the ruſsling leaves, 


With minute drops from off the eaves. | ' 
And when the ſun begins to fling 


His flaring beams, me goddeſs bring 
To arched walks of twilight groves, 
And ſhadows brown that Sylvan loves 
Of pine, or monumental oak, 

Where the tude axe with heaved ſtroke 
Was never heard the nymphs to daunt, 


Or fright them from their hallow'd haunt, 
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There in cloſe covert hy ſome brook, 
Where no profaner eye may look, 
Hide me from Day/s gariſh eye, 
While the bee wih honied tie, 
That at her flowery work doth og, 
And the waters murmuting. 
With ſuch conſort as they keep, 
Entice the dewy-featherid ſlaep; 


And let ſome ſtrange myſterious dream oy 


Wave at his wings in-acry-ſtream - 
Of lively portraiture.difplay'd, 
Softly on my eye-lids laid. 
And as I wake, fweet-mulic breathe 
Above, about, or underneath,  - 
gent by ſome ſpirit to mortals good, 
Or th' unſeen Genius of the wood. 
But let my due feet never fail 
To walk the ſtudigus clayſters pale, 
And love the high embowed roof, 
With antic pillars maſſy proof, 
And ſtoried windows riehly dight, 
Caſting a dim religious light. 
There let the pealing organ blow, 
To the full vaic'd quire below, 

In ſervice high, and anthems clear, 
As may with ſwectnels, through mine ear, 
Diſſolve me into extaſies, | 

And bring all Heavy n before mine eyes. 
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And may at laſt my vieary age 

Find out the peaceful hermitage, 

The hairy gown and moſſy cell, 

Where I may ſit and riphtly ſpell 170 
Of every ſtar that Heav'n doth ſhew, 

And every herb that ſips the dw 

Till old Experience do attain .: 

To ſomething like:prophetioiftrain; .- | 
Theſe pleaſures Melancholy give; 175 
And I with thee will chuſe to lie. | 


ARCADE S. 


Part of an Entertainment preſented to the Counteſs Dow- 

ager of Derby at Harefield, by ſome noble perſons of ber 

family, who appear on the ſcene in paſtoral habit, mo- 
ving toward the ſeat of ſtate, with this ſong. 


1. o . 

Look Nymphs, and Shepherds look, 
What ſudden blaze of majeſty - 5 
Is that which we from hence deſer y, 
Too divine to be miſtook ! 
This, this is ſhe Lo 
To whom our vows and wiſhes bend; 
Here our ſolemn ſearch hath end. 
Fame, that her high worth to raiſe, 
Seem' d erſt fo laviſh and profuſe, 
We may juſtly now accuſe ro 
Of detraction from her praiſe ; 

Leſs than half we find expreſt, 

Envy bid conceal the reſt. 
Mark what radiant ſtate ſhe ſpreads, 
In circle round her ſhining throne, 15 
Shooting her beams like ſilver threads; 
This, this is ſhe alone, 

Sitting like a goddeſs bright, 

In the centet of her light. 
Might ſhe the wiſe Latona be, 20 
Or the towered Cybele, 
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Mother of a hundred gods; „Ig 

Juno dares ndt gire her odds: vin is bo, 
Who tad thought this clime had held ( 
A deity ſo unparallet'd d? 2 25 


As they come forward, the ox xrus of the woed appears, 
and turning i toward them, eas. r 


Gex. Stay gentle Swains, for though in thisdiſpuile, 
ee bright honor ſparkle through your eyes; 
Of famous Arrady ye are, and ſprung 
Of that renawned flood, fo often ſung, 
Divine Alpheus, who by ſecret ſluce 30 
Stole under ſcas to meet his Arethuſe; 
And ye, the breathing roſes of the wood, 
Fair filver-buſkin'd Nymphs as great and good, 
I know this queſt of yours, and free intent 
Was all in honor and devotion meant 35 
To the great miſtreſs of yon princely ſhrine, 
Whom with low reverence I adore as mine, 
And with all helpful ſervice will comply 
To further this night's glad ſolemnity; 
And lead ye where ye may more near behold 40 
What ſhallow-ſearching Fame hath left uatold ; 
Which 1 full oft amidſt theſe ſhades alone 
Have fat to wonder at, and gaze upon : 
For know by lot from Jove I am the power 
Of this fair wood, and live in oaken bower, 45 
To nurſe the ſaplings tall, and curl the grove 
Volume III. 8 
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With ringlets quaint, and wantan windings wore, | 
And all my plants I ſave. frownightly4ll :- 

Of noiſame winds, and blaſting vupors chill: 

And from the boughs bruſſt offithe evil dec, 50 
And heal the harms of thwarting thunder blue, 

Or what the eroſs dire-looking planet ſmites, 

Or hurtful worm with canker'd venom bites. 

When Ex ning gray doth riſe; Ifetch:my- round 
Over the mount, and all this hallow'd ground, 55 
And early ere the odorous breath of Morn - 


Awakes the ſlumb' ring leaves, or tafſePd horn 


Shakes the high thicket; haſte L all about, 
Number my ranks, and viſit every ſprout 
With puiſſant words, and murmurs made to blefs; 6⁰ 
But elſe in deep of night, when drowſineſs 

Hath lock d up mortal ſenſe, then liſten ! 

To the celeſtial Sirens harmony, 

That fit upon the nine inſolded ſphercs, 

And ſing to thoſe that hold the vital ſhe ars, 65 
And turn the adamantin ſpindle round, 
On which the fate of gods and men is wound. 

Such ſweet compulſion doth in muſic lie, 

To lull the daughters of Neceſſity, 125 
And keep unſtedd/ Nature to her law, 170 
And the low world in meaſur d motion draw 
After the heav'nly tune, which none can hear 

Of human mold with grofs unpurged ear; 

And yet ſuch muſic worthieſt were to blaze 
The peerleſs bighth of her immortal praiſe, 75 
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Whoſe luſtre leads us, and fur her moſt fit, 
If my inferior hand or voice could hit 
Inimitable ſounds, vet as we go, 
Whate'er the {kill of. leſſer gods can ſhow, 

1 will aſſay, her worth to celebrate, So 
And fo attend ye toward her glittering late 
Where ye may all that are of mable ſtem 
Approach and kiſs her ſacred veſture*s: hem. 

11. SONG. 
O' ra the ſmooth enamel'd green, 
Where no print of ſtep hath been, 85 
Follow me as I ſing, 
And touch the warbled ſtring, 
Under the ſhady roof 
Of branching elm ſtar-proof, 
Follow me, 90 
I will bring you where ſhe ſits, 
Clad in ſplendor as befits 
Her deity. 
Such a rural queen 
All Arcadia hath not ſeen. 95 
111, SONG, 
Nv meas and Shepherds dance no more 
By ſandy Ladon's lillied banks, 
On old Lyczus or Cyllene hoar 
Trip no more in twilight ranks, 
Though Erymanth your loſs deplore, too 
A better ſoil ſhall give ye thanks. 
8 ij 


208 Ancabrs. 


From the flony Mæ nabe 
Bring your flocks, and live with — 
Here ye ſhall have greater grace, 
To ſerve the Lady of this place. 
Though Syrinx your Pan's miſtreſs/w were, 
Yet Syrinx well might wait on mem 
Such a rural queen | 
All Arcadia hath not ſeen. 
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LYCIDAS. 


Ta this monsdy the Author bewails a. tearned friend; unfor- 


tunatelydrown'd in his paſſage from: Chefter,:on the Iriſh 
feas, 1637, an by otcafton foretels the ruin wo cur- 


rupted clergy, then in their bightb. 


YET-once'more, 0 9 more 
Ye Myrtles brown, with Ivy never ſerec, 
I-come to pluck your berries harſh and crude, 
And with forc'd fingers rude 


Shatter your leaves before ee 4 


Bitter oanſtraint, and. ſad ocraſion tear, 
Compels me to diſturb your ſeaſun due: 

For Lycidas is dead, dead ere his prime, 
Young. Lycidas, and hath not left his peer: 


Who would not ſing for Lycidas? he kn] 10 | 


Himfelf to:ſing, and build-thelofty chime. + 
He muſt not flote upon his watry bier 
Unwept, and welter to the parching wind, 
Without the meed of fomeimelodious tear. 


Begin then, Siſters of therSacred Well, 13 


That from beneath the featzof Jove dothaſpring, 
Begin, and ſome what loud ly ſweep the ſtring. 
Hence with denialvain, . n 
So may ſome; gentle Muſe o., 


With lucky words favor my deſtin'd . 20 


And as he paſſes turn, 
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And bid fair peace be to my ſable roud: 

For we were nurſt upon the ſelf- ſame hill, 

Fed the ſame flock hy fountain, ſnade, and rill. 
Together both, ere the high lawns appear d 23 

Under the opening eye- lids of the Morn, 

We drove a- field, and both together heard 

What time the gray- fly winds her ſultry horn, 

Batt' ning our flocks with the freſh dews of night 

Oft till the ſtar that roſe at evening bright, 30 


Tow'ards Heav'n's deſcent had flop'd his weſt' ring 
Mean while the rural ditties were not mute, —_ 


'Temper'd to th oaten flute, 
Rough Satyrs danc'd, and Fauns with cloven bel 
From the glad ſound would not be abſent long, 35 
And old Damætas lo d to hear our fong. 

But O the heavy change, now thou art gone, 
Na thou art gone, and never muſt retugn {+ 
Thee, Shepherd, thee the woods, and deſert caves 
With wild thyme and the gadding vine o el 40 
And all their echoes mourn. ? 
The willows, and the liazel copſes green, 
Sball now no more be ſeen, *. 
Fanning their joyous. leaves to thy foft lays. 
As killing as the canker to theiroſe, © 45 
Or taint- worm to the weanling herds that 8 
Or froſt to flowers, that their gay wardrobe wear, 
When firſt the white thorn blows; 
Such, Lycidas, thy loſs to ſhepherds' ear. 
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Were were ye, Nymphs, when the remorſeleſs deep 
Clos'd o'er the head of your lov'd Lycidas ? 5x 
For neither were ye playing on the ſteep, | 
Where your old bards, the famous Druids, lie, 
Nor on the ſhaggy top of Mona high, 
Nor yet where Deva ſpreads her viſhed —_ 54 
Ay me! I fondly dream 
Had ye been there, for what could that have done? 
What could the Muſe herſelf that Orpheus bore, | 
The Muſe herſelf for her inchanting ſon, 
Whom univerſal Nature did lament, 60 
When by the rout that made the hideous roar, 
His goary viſage down the ſtream was ſent, 
Down the ſwift Hebrus to the Leſbian ſnore? 

Alas! what boots it with inceſſant care 
To tend the homely lighted ſnepherd's trade, 65 
And ſtrictly meditate the thanklefs Muſe ? 
Were it not better done as others uſe, * 
To ſport with Amaryllis in the ſhade, 
Or with the tangles of Neæra's hair? | 
Fame is the ſpur that the clear —— raiſe 70 
(That laſt infirmity of noble mind) | 
To ſcorn delights, and. live laborious days; 
But the fair guerdon when we hope to find, 
And think to burſt out into ſudden blaze, 
Comes the blind Fury with th' abhorred ſhears, 73 
And ſlits the thin ſpun lie. But not the praiſe/, 
Phabus reply d, and touch d my trembling ears 
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Fame is no plant that grows on mortal ſoll, 

Nor in the-gliſtring foil 

Set off to th'-world,:nor. in-braad Rumor ber, 80 
But lives and ſpreads aloft by thoſe pure eyes, 

And perfect witneſs of all⸗judging Jove; 

As he pronounoes laſtly on each deed, - 

Of ſo much fame in Heav'n expect thy meed. 

O fountain Arethuſe, and thou honor d flood, 85 
Smooth - fliding Mincius, crown'd: with vocal recds, 
That ſtrain I-heard was of a higher mood: 

But now my oat proceeds, | 

And liſtens to the herald of the ſca 

That came in Neptune's plea ; 

He aſk'd the Waves, amd: afk'd the felon Winds, 
What hard miſhaphathidoom'd this gentle ſwain ? 
And queſtion'd& every. guſt of ragged winds 

That blows from off eee 


They knew not. of his>ſtory, + 93 


And ſage Hippotades their anfwer brings, 
That not a blaſt wasfromhis dungeon ſtray d, 
The air was calm, and un the level brine 

Sleek Panope with all her ſiſters play d. 


It was that:fatal and perfidieus bark 00 
Built in thꝰ eclipſe and rigg d with curſes dark, 


That ſunk low that ſurred end of thine. 

Next Camus; reverend lire,went fosting Io, 
His mantle hairy;-undhis.bonnetifedge, 
Inwronght uith figures dim, and on the edge 105 
Like to that ſanguin flower inſcrib'd with woe. 
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Ah! Pk hath reft (quoth he) on Arey pledge? 


Laſt came; and aſt did go, 

The pilot of the Galilean lake, ban bab. } 
Two maſſy keys he bore of metals twain, 110 
(The golden apes; the iron ſhuts ama) : 


He ſhook his miter'd locks, and ſtern beſpake, 

How well could I have ſpar d for thee, young Swain, 

Enow of ſuch as for their bellies? ſake 

Creep, and intrude, and elimb into the fold? 115 

Of other care they little reck'ning make, 

Than how to ſcramble at the ſhearers* feaſt, 

And ſhove away the worthy bidden gueſt; 

Blind mouths! thatſcarce themſelves know how to hold 

A ſheep- hook, ar have learn'd ought elſe the leaſt 120 

That to the faithful herdman's art belongs! 

What recks itthem? what need they? they are ſped 

And when they liſt, their lean and flaſhy ſongs 

Grate on their ſcrannel pipes of wretched ſtraw ; 

The hungry ſheep look up, and are not fed, 125 

But ſwoll'n with wind, and the rank miſt they draw, 

Rot inwardly, and foul contagion ſpread : 

Beſides what the grim wolf with privy paw 

Daily devours apace; and nothing ſaid, * 

But that two-handed engin at the door, 130 

Stands ready to ſmite once, and ſmite no more. 
Return Alpheus, the dread voce is paſt 

That ſhrunk thy ſtreams; return Sicilian Muſe, 

And call the vales, and bid them hither caſt 
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Their bells, and flourets of a thouſund hues. 135 
Ye Valleys low, where the mild hiſpers uſe | 
Of ſhades, and wanton winds, and guſhing brooks, 
On whoſe freſh lap the ſwartſtar ſparely looks, 
Throw hither all our quaĩnt enamel' eyes, | 
That on/the-greenturf fuck the Honied ſhio wers, 140 
And purple all the ground with vemal flowers. 
Bring the rathe ꝓtimroſe that forſaken dies, 

The tufted-grow-toe/ and pale je ſſumine, 

The white — ee 5 
The gloväng violet, rer wort en 745 
The — ReeR n N | 
n 

And every flower that fad embrotlery wears 11 

Bid amarantus all his deauty ſhed ,. 

And dafladilliesGli-their cups withrtears, | -- 136 
To ſtrow thedaureatherſe . tes. 

For ſo to ſnterpoſe a littleeaſe, +: 1 +7 

Let our frail thoughts dally:with- falſe ſurmiſr. 

Ay me] whilſt:thee the ſhores and ſound ing ſeas 
Waſh far away, Wheretur thy bones han 155 
Whether beyond the ſtormy Hebrides, 

Where thon perhaps under the whelmingeids 
Viſit'ſt the bottom of the monſtrous:workd 5 

Or whether thou'to:aur:moiftvows.deny'd, - 
Sleep'ſt by the fable of Bellerus old. 18560 
Where the great viſion of the guarded mount 
Looks toward Natmancos aud Bayona's hold 
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Look homeward angel nom and melt with ruth? 
And, O ye Dolphins, waft the hapleſs yet 
Weep no more, waful Shepherds, weep no more, g 
For Lycidas your ſarrowig:notdead;+ 1866 
Sunk though he be beneath the watry floor; 
So ſinks the day-ſtar in the ocean bed, 
And yet anon repairs his drooping head, 
And tricks his beams, and with new ſpangled ore 120 
Flames in the forehead of the morning ſky ; 
80 Lycidas ſunk low, but mounted high, | 
Through the dear might of him that walk d thawavas, 
Where other groves and other ſtreams along, 
With nectar pure his oozy locks he laves, T75 
And hears the unexpreſſive nuptial ſong, 
In the bleſt kingdoms meek of Joy and Love. 
There entertain um all the-faints above, 
In ſolemn troops and ſweet ſocieties, 
That fing, and ſinging in their glory move, 180 
And wipe the tears for ever from his eyes. 
Now, Lycidas, the ſhepherds weep no more; 
Henceforth thou art the genius of the ſhore, 
In thy large recompenſe, and ſhalt be good 
To all that wander in that perilous flood. 185 
Thus ſang the uncouth ſwain to th' oaks and rills, 
While the ſtill Morn went out with ſandals gray, 
He touch'd the tender ſtops of various quills, 
With eager thought warbling his Doric lay: 
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| And now the ſun had ſtretch'd out all the hills, 190 
| And now was dropt into the weſtern baz: 
At laſt he roſe, and twitch'd his mantle blue: 

| To morrow to freſh woods, and paſtures ne ß. 
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